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JOSRPHINE B UONJPARTE, 

•EMPRESS OP THE FRENCH. 

Ah \ a Van connoissaiC ie n^t doi graaddurs . 
X«eura trUtes varnt^, leurs faatdmes tromp^uft, . 
Qu*on en ddtesteroit le briUant esdUvage! ! ! 

Josephine Tasphfr dq la:Pagerie is not 
the first person of her sex in I^rance, whom^ 
from a subject, fortune has elevated to be the 
consort of a sovereign. King Casimir of Po* 
land, and Louis XIV. of France, were both 
married to French gentlewomen, who had, 
however, the modesty and prudence not to 
expose to derision, danger, or contempt, that 
grandeur which had descended from its native 
dignity' to gratify an unbecoming and im- 
politic passion. Ari3, indeed, had Madame 
VOL. I. B <de 
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de Maintenon been so ambitious as to desire 
the publicity of those sacred ties which united 
her lawfully to Louis XIV., notwithstanding 
the unlimited power of this kinjg/ which the 
French people, bad BOt long and so quietly 
obeyed and respected, it is very probable that 
a civ^ war wovH K^v^ h^f^Vi. t^Q con^ue&^f • 
Any prince of the blood, who had then ap- 
pealed to the Itfinonr nf hia. countrymen for 
avenging the outrage offered himself, his an- 
cestor^> aad .the . throney hjr such an aot^ w<Mild 
have been si^^f^pf ^^iia^XJi^^^bfiiQftlfttnot only 
among the nobility but among the inferior 
classes. Bnea^kitoeD, in tbaendoi* the stteven- 
teenth century, were not so defpraved and un- 
principled as their descendants have shewa 
themselves in the beginning of the nineteenth ^- 
Men who can submit to salute a guilty Corsicaa 
adventurer their emperor, and to r.emain his 
slavesj could reaso.n^bly have no obj.ection to 
bow as subjects to his wortl^y pavtner, a Creole . 
empress, though she had pr,eviougly be^ea by 
turns the harlot of courtiers and of regicides, 
prostituting herself in the boudoijsi of Versailles, 
or rioting in vice and debauchery in the dens 
of a committee of public safety, of in tb^ anti- 
chambei:s of an executive ^ir^ctofy. 

In 
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In another work* has already been related- 
the particulars of th^ pare»tage^ ed«€atlon^ 
marriage^ gallantry^ infidelity^ adultery^ gamlur 
Hag, and extravagance of the heixiin^ of tbii 
slietcfa; that the island of Martinioo gtfve h«f 
birdi ; that s}]|t was sent to^Fj*aQce for improve^ 
ment ; n»arried there her countpyman Viseouni 
de Beanhamois; after wliose execution by 
his. fellow rebels in 1794^ she accepted of^ th^ 
^disgiisting embraces of the regioide Banrav^ 
who in 1796 rewacded-the crimes of his aecom^ 
plioe, NapoleQH Buanaparte> witii h<er pure 
hunA, and uwpoUuHd heart. It ha^ be^n 
stated, that ske brought her second hnrib^and as 
a portion the command oTcr the army of Italy; 
that dur^og his absence in that country antf in 
Egypt^ she. controlled her usual career of in- 
' trigue, from habit w4th Barras, from in(^na« 
lion witK some, from, intere^ with others, «md 
from libertinism with aU ; with the men wkom 
she enticed frcxm hist> as w^l as with those 
who, from pessioH, curiosity, or fashion, paM 
for ber faifoan. It has also bee» mem^nedf 

• See a Sketch of thel^fe of Madame Napoieon Bi^is- 
nafarte, ia tbcf Kcond rolvon^ cf tlw Revolutkiaanr 
PlotABclu. Thif4eai|mu 

^% what 
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^^hat pains the first consul took after his usu'r- 
p|ition of the throne of the Bout-bons to correct 
hot revolutionary morahy to instruct her how 
tQ play decently the parts of a sovereign prin- 
Cijss; to change the low^ vulgar, ignoble, and 
degrading manners, sentiments, and customs, 
the effects of her republican marriage, and to pre- 
s^adeher to see inhimaot the needy sansculotte, 
but .a superb and powerful emperor in pcttoi 
Ljttkjor nothing remains, therefore,- to be said » 
eiljaer qf Mademoiselle de la Pagcrie, of the ' 
Viscouniesfi de Beatifaamots, bf (he mistress of < 
B§rra$, or of the compldisant wjfe of the teir-^ > 
rorist, geueral, and tyiant first' consul. The ' 
Empress of the Fi^ench alone is here the order - 
of the day. ^ 

T^ie same senatus consul tus. which, on fhc 
l6th of May, 1804, decreed Napoleon Buo- * 
n£Q>ajrte the title of an Emperor of the French, 
cqyere4 tl^^ fralUies of Josephine Tascher de la 
Pagiene with an imperia} mantle.. The first 
pe^soji ^who . cpmplimented . h^er as' such, pub- 
licly andoffiqia]ly,wiistheQi-devaBtsecoDd.ccm-> . 
S4il and regicide, CaiiLbacercfi, just. transformed 
by T^apoleon.the First into 9 straie highness, 
ancl since decorated by Frederic IIL i^ith the 

"* 1 order 
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order of tfie Prussian Black Eagle.*' " It 
was," saj^s a Freivch publication^f *^an edify- 
ini^ spectacle to all lovers of equality, to see 
and hear, on Wbit-sunday, May 20th, 1804-, 
Cambaceres, who had assisted in sending his 
king to the schfFotd, and for ten years after- 
wards, three or four times in evcrv month, 
srworn hatred to royalty, address the wife of ii 
cl-devant true sansculotte, as an empress,- as 
an imperial majesty ; and to observe with what 
revolutionary bnslifulness, and artless coquetry, 
the new sovereign listened to these new ex- 
pressions of her new subject. No farce ^sfs 
ever better acted even on the Boulevards thaa 
this draiiift was performed in the palace of the 
Thuilleines, though the actor had forgotten hts 
numerous oaths, and the actress the sincere and 
•serious admonitions of her first and guillotined 
husband, who, chained in a prison, praised 
liberty, and, with ah axe on* his riecKy extolled 

• Dark as the deeds oCFr^chjfgicidesare, t^ author 

humbly propose^ fgr the.ineditat|on of the disinterested 

and loyal counsellors of hts Prussian majesty, whether 

they would hot'ha^^e' Keen' rfiofc properly decorated with 

.fte*ED thatj'JwIthtHe^biaAetfgle.'. . • ^ 

' t SeeLrfNouveHhh 'At Main. Fruclidor, yeat XII ij 
.No. III. pag6'6'et«eq# tf 4 * ^, :.. .. ^j ..i... 

equality. 
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«qtiality, Cambaceres was followed by the 
republioaits lot the senate, of the ministry, of 
the legislative body, of the tribunate, of the 
council of state, of the army and navy, all striv- 
ing to evince their zeal in swearing allegiance 

-at the feet of a princess, the model of her sex, 
whose many admirable virtues deserved a 
sceptre Iwig before destiny did justice in prtr 
stating it. At this ingenious ilauery^ tM 
«^inpress'8 natural bad^fulness and uu^feeted 
sensibility nearly overcame her delicate feeU 
ings. She assumed oae of those piercing and 
electrifying^ looks, which made those who had 

just professed themselves the most faithful 
fijabjects of the 'empress the most submissiTe 
slaves of Josephine. Ob, Barras ! thousand 
times bi^ppy Barras! go, and hang thyself! 
Whftt wouM ooc every senator, numster, coun^ 

'Sellor of «t«te, l^islator, tribune, general, and 

admira}> pi«9eBt« have given for a single iete-^ilt' 

ite, for one ctf the many titc^i-tites of which 

you, nvetch, did not know the value ! Again, 

unfortunate exile, hang thyself i^ 

^ When the bustle was over in the drawing- 
room, her majesty enteved into-her j^^^i^ smlam^ 
accompanied by her ioijperial husband, whom, 
by ardently pressing to ^er ti^dtfom^ bosom, 

she 



terrified with her embpaees. This ecetacy, not- 
wtthiltiitidiag the Mver helmet which hrs 'oift- 
jwty prud'^^htly wears concealed between his 
^wttifiteoftt ^d shirty aad the explanatory itn* 
pefv^l robi^i^ *thtei -detoArted her person^ made 
hitn tr&mblieiftft ifpursljed by Iirt6«h^ir ChaHo'tte 
Coiday. Nd ^^bt hfe t^membered that Bar^ 
^Iran #as neW bk E(#om enemy^ and fhtit hi^ 
J<«$|Aillie'4)1Ul m^^ fiNth on^^ b^ieh tlie tender 
ffitoA of SafMs. TIte t^rtor wHb, koi^eter, 
tt^uiiH^iddiMlbte an fAf&^tf^itftiQ HVas ^tffdimded. 
^ii«r "Itiaj^my '#^6 i«(65(!i«ated ; iMt i^ith wfaje 
«r KSJiUAi^, 'bat ^^ jofy, toti^fkctr(yd, griaH- 
tude, vanity^ ^il« «ifr?*e. F6r hef Kapt^lebh 
-Afe *%aW thfet AifiWkttt l¥i'Hingly ha^e*atrffited 
•«*tei9' BKt¥^ }h thfe •jvfcrrld. Ht^ r^grrt br 
JfilsJoito WWe %hc?h %cft: «fenstiai. The vol?ne <Jf 
refasoii had sili^ncedtfhc demands of hei* senses, 
Etttrybttdytriajr^restiissured, that during this 
iHiolb day Barra^ ne^r bhcfe obd«Vi^edjo h^t. 
As hy h^lr thtni|Hts or tite^itn^ in the.iiight, 
•thfejr are her s^cfets, -^d U^ll; it i* feiip^osefl, 
T^ettiiilh io. She ft dobmed to felidtrre with ^H- 
^fcientee fe b^ by he^ ^fie flie ih^i^ifttaififc* bf 
1»^h*«te,y/r^he iaijwtfence of « ffhftotoih, t^ 

. collecting 
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collecting at the sa^e time t(o. wham* she isf in- 
debted for her grandeur^ and tl\^.in;the im- 
perial palace, amotig the higli,and .low valetfi> 
as well as among the stout grenadier's, :she. may 

. at leisure find more than one Barras to- console 
her. The Thuilleries doe&inojt (:ontaili a singl{e 
man, in or out of liveiry,,noS ^cepting ev«n 

.his majesty's favourite mamelukes, w.hom abs 
xnay not cqmmandj, and be ob^ye^/': ,In/Siich 
a manner did Josephi^b^ pfvsftf l}^r.[fir8{t;.diftya li^ 
an empress,.: The ine^c^rigihk'iJIii^trttH arid 
innate fe,ar 9/ her husljfpid:: !?.mfeitte<ed .>the 
,8wee.ti^ of -the raixk whic,h;p9lif}y<hftd\ indm;^ 
him. to bestow onh^.: ^b&;fe)/tj fhaV^t^u|^b 
an empress^ she had still ama^(er. ., .• , ■ j 

'. . -Shortly after his elevation ^t Pi^ris^.BuoDtir 
pacte determined to join* the camps; on: »the 
coast. His object lyas not tp invade £lrei|t 
Britain^ but to accustom hispificers and' S9^dfej» 
to the new chaDgies, and .to be hailed as a 
sovereign by troops who but lately saw in him, 
though supreme chief of the state, nothiog but 
a fellow citizen. This absence from his capital 
would also give him and his wife an qppor- 

♦tuuity to organize the new offices .of their 

.household, apd/oreigp.princes time to consider 
. ^ * about 
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^bout.'Or: to make out new. credentials for 
their represeatatlTes in. France. He at iirst 
intended to^ ba^e Josephine for his travelling 
comp«iT)fton4 but upon her intreaties^ and witli 
the advice of' Talleyrand, die medical jsexituin 
of hi«^eomlciI of state, presided by. his pbyisicaaii 
Corvi«irCy was coiivobed, when it was. deter- 
mined that the' use of the waters at 'AiK<-la- 
Chapelle would probably be of eminent ser- 
vice to the constitution of the empress. Tv 
theiT. beniga in^uenbe it was stated, that 
Charlemagne, who had no children by his fii-st 
wife, had afterwards a very numerous offspring 
•by his wives, as well as^ concubines. To thk 
opinion Buonaparte assented^ notwithstanding 
the protest of Cardinal Caprara, who. ascribed 
to miracles solely the fruitfulnesa of Charl(9- 
magne's-bedi. He had no objection, however^ 
to the empress's visit '^ Aix-^larChapelle; but 
he desired her to have^ more confidence in 
the prayers of the faithful than faith in the 
notions of the faeulty.. Upon which, Buona-^ 
parte ordered^ that, during his wife*^ stay at 
Aix-la-CKapelle,\ an extra mass shoidd be said 
every day in all the churches at Paris| to im*. 
piore the miiSRCulous assistance of the holy 
Virgin^ for the accomplish menu of his and his 
.^ u 5 subjcciM^ 
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MbjeeiB imhes, which so cntepletely i«cofitnted 
the Bjotnan pi«kie> that hi a £t ^ eothweiot- 
tic lenrour he predicted, th^ the iH^pen^l 
throne ikovM at all imt9 be oact^ned hy an heir 
\im a dktet Hne.^ Had Louia XVIII. adgr 
dtildren^ this oracle would pvobably not hft?e 
keen very acoeptabk to a diffident im»fet, 
who might have tdtastised the weH-^ueanuig 
and nmoce&t prefftiet a» an inaidtous aiMi tiT^- 
ftil canspimtor* 

The pnbUc iitiietsonariea upon the road from 
Paris to Aix^l»«Chapelle b^an^ as might bavie 
been expected^ a laudable emnlatiod who 
should be ^Enremoat to proe^rate tbemaekes be- 
fore their new sovereign « The geiierak> pre« 
fects^ and mayors, consulted the dietiioiiary of 
• harangues ai|d ^' the art of addressing prinoeen'' 
. and the bii^ps, rectors, and curates, tmnuiaiged 
'^ the legends <^ saints,'^ the *^ chronicle of 
<martyf»,'' and '' tlie register of niifattles*'* 



* Bulletin Imperial de la Cour de Thmlltrie** Im^ 
prinUe dans la Lune, sans la permission de sa MajesU Im'- 
periale, an xiii. one volume of 444 pages. Pag. 6. The 
research of the police has made it scarce and valuable. 
' It IS paid for att Pftri^ imt hontired livrt^s or four guinea*. 
It has slready tent muiy pei^sODi to the Ttinplt itid 
jBore to Cajeao^* 

Never 



' V999t Bit VBf ptrimi wiR aliore curihlfiag exhi- 
kked^ ttdra abBm4ititt ojcyvtss^d, or mote 

Ipcfar* mis Mck ttMOiAHs better Mfrecteted 
'ii^ 4&<M di^kt)^«ed, A tetH^t fram inegay and 
^gMd^MHcmttd ^iifwsb to Kttr ndctxiitdieiifd 
Md 'chwrmiiig dMgiUtto. H^mMt Sog<aJ^, 
imim only cafled F^Doy de BeiiihMr&ois» rtte 

iiiMt]r thak mq te done by^ii iodtfarMt piet, 

^^ Hete I ii^T^ be«n> my doAnegt drild^ 
eter i^inoe ItM WalMidiy^ weary of AMidai- 
tieS) ta^tttted by>vitit», diegusted by^tteiy^ 
by tfKe dii)pUi^ "of anen^ «nd by the hy^drtey 
of wottie*. Fof MYen long day«, a^ ^veti^ 
ttt^ ^eventMii fitnei in tbe day> I ha^e been 
Mai;pielI«A to hdej^^agood «ot<fitMa&<9e wMl^ 
iMurkig Maebwdsi «ukit^dtie«d \» c^ iis %niib^ 
iai|pietiea pdNmaiiaeed #i e^^n^aftest^^ and im*- 
jpmprieftm ^eclained ^ tte e)«g«Dce of tank 
aod reftaettedt of i«it. Doria^ tbfe lirholb 
journey I got into a p^i^riiiioa wh^ti i ft^w k 
tiUoge^ i ivtoibled ia tippmaehifig a bout'g^ 
«ad i WOB ia a divet on eaieriog a loum or ^y. 
I tfesk to you my leciet thoogbtft wiiiMVf di^ 
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-gbtse, :At the .mtiro^luctiftii. of eteiy, dtpnta* 
lum^ I really w.»i'.in im agony .foe? ifiwu' /^t-jitft 

ibeiog abte.tQ con^^eii libe]l£i»ijy6tg}(>f.i^^ 
Myheart, ^a$, alwayfk.f^Uc. at jwie.tiwie^afe&idly 

:to lium Uy.ooac€fii1ioi5/the. laughter imhiohl.aiy 

, 4q 6^[r]th« tiga«s. ti^ ty ipri^yokbd to rflaw^ in i&oii- 
.jltiiipl»Uagl.pB*?<ecditjf.:. Cfti if .xn^ hmkmai 
xfelti w]i«i I'.do> .if] fae.p^DQfiv.^d tlt^. wii;kedne«s 
of «}^<H>pbaal3/. tbe seifiahiMuis of hisl^friiOiidlt^ 
and the corruption of his courtiers, how much 
would be despise the whole crew ! how much 
bto^th .hkii would f.b^i not Sltii ib^lal^^ceupy 
aU ihia thoughts ^rMb^ir ^^Ifajje, u> losi^ his 
,i3Qsl:tp[:pi;dcUr^.theiibciuiet;'aBd to e^^po^ |iiiQ- 
aelf to hioq^iy r£skfi£or( the happiu^eaiteidcQal- 
forl of a wQrthlfsss, unprincipled, and degiraded 
peo|)te> f^ho.' w.ojrghip. him to-day to^idol^tiry, 
telt who u>*roor«oWoiwuJdi ♦b^ rea^y t^hftot, 
insuit,-.fiQd m^vd^ai^Miii.itrkmMsie^iii tbe.fa0- 
iious, gnviQu^,; (Or ,treacift€fcoua>.\i$e9e ito^^ueo^d 
in {directing a gjbbtt for him.,. Iiieary/(>u.eft^ 
th^t as ^aijxs ar^jnoTic. ^vanced .the Enppferoir 
jhai^ no .phpice left.bjjtbftiween.a.tbrOnejaadjja 
grav^i Tr^i^j-Wyc^ijdjvbutin. the mean titoe, 
the^la\^« :^n£knt^ iu.our galUes. are often i«89 
lofmw^fd.^ythe^^gbt of tfai^ir iroii fetters^ 

than, 



-tf0ttM dm)^<^i%sMi4$g<4n iib^el-ial: pajaceSi a^e 
thareimiihyikiie lideittiei^fi those golden «obams 
wfak^i they.atreibrcvd .tor weair as ovnkments. \ 
-. .f^'ll Have* read' tiaJbiUttle^ aBrdmeflTitated tess 
oni vhiLt^ I vfahve t«9kd ; but the bo6k.df eommon 
'mntB^ felhs /ttteteiKxyiditfjr^' Ibat/iniypJNfapoi^cia 
-n^ttfilhellndBt iingratefui;irtii»oriil> and^okle 
.'naiiiiQMQ'the oniVefse^ an4t'b^t(j;kisjda#g€|'9.ii|* 
cteBB^ , in . !pir(^rttod as ihevadMaaeed iovyards 
.the pubnacleof supremacy. H^.has doivet top 
.mach $iikaffiy*l Anbtbex:'. glofioUs p^ace-with 
-Ehgl^d^j ahdfjmollkiog; morie , x^#9fiii^ to Jbe 
•jdonff^ attd wm feaveall seel;l^jthAt,ia.j^i$.cpun;- 
'tcy i the idstdd t a . sovereign . cea9es i to i be ad^ 
•mired he;] 3>bdtedi aiid run^ the bazafrd of cea^ 
I ing to reign; . . ; ; 

' " The • Pi^nce of Brt^^, whp lifts ; ar/lved 
iere from Dosfteild6irff>t Js^.^jhifefly^eycause qf 
these gloomjjf^ or^ as)yo}i wi)lp^rh^s )ifve it, 
aaU4{ihilQ9i0phieal^ r!i}ea$« .No lipop^r^ h^d he 
been '. poesented « t^ m^y ahan < he. d^miaQded a 
priV4il3e' audifinee. If; the shades oC his aoj- 
jCfistors bad.Us^en^d, tQ/ hi9><roi»rVer§a|;ipn^ hcvjr 
-woald theyba^r^ bly^J;^ t^t th^^ig^qmiay o^ 
ifaeir descendarit! ; Hfi, desired up Jess, of m^ 
than t(>.QOip}»y>ny i^terestf withmy husband 
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to effect another Y«vi>liitifem . ill &e faeart 0f 
Gersdany; and> like anodli^v Oi:kaiift> tto «fi»* 
terminaste die eidtr . hmnA ^t hiA ftflMl{r> ikl 
hopes t»f sacoeeding lo^ Imr aeileiiig^ thi^ir >Mdio- 
n4y>. Hna offan wer^ briUkiit indeed^ if luiy 
> tiling ootdd be brilKant to aeie^ wfab aot timi 
: r9«ti to satvety df bviiliancy itadf. Upott nqr 
firmdieclaraiioii^ diatby apromheto tbe Eoe^^ 
' i^r I miJA bbtkiA atol to mcerfere with political 
tYl^iftaetk>«ii or ]iitrigtie»^ I got rid of hkii^ imtdiBe 
ifiipreedioa bk overtures made remain behind. 
'* Twi<;e ^teidj loM^ I bathed^, faai tb tell 
jotk the tmth, ttmther dl6 oplni»na of phy- 
ticiatis »oir die prayers laf priejte iinpiire oke 
Irith th^ ci&ttfidi^ncc of being able to gite an 
heir to the French empite. The caase yoa 
know. I^ was born a dozen years too eariy^ 
but your dfeat btty> tntr little Napoleon^ m^ea 
mt pferfefetly cesigoed to what I catinot ehwige* 
• «» Itt the ft«r^ndbii ^ casuricr brought an a 
letter ffom the eoast. tlie emperor is highly 
tatisfied with ihfe receptioa gi^n him by hifci 
trave troops, a»d I fejoice at it with all my 
80wl. I canttol, howevfel-, hdp retaemberiog^ 
that these brave droops aire the sattie F^ncb». 
men, who, after obeyitog abd adoring tbeia^ 
iate seen i^i^ indifferta^e^ lj(fm XVI* mat*. 

dered^ 



Pichegru etrangled^ and Moreau dishohoti#^« 
fi^dM^liMIMtpi^t ffyjhiii tfifig W MiM tt^ti^ first 

'^et al «h% aiidaclty md iiigbliffiee ^ th^ 
'EftgUMi druJzers^ «hd h« is ^let^mnied l^ tjiabe 
idieBi fepetit ^ ii 1bi«f<^ k« teat«» BMl^gne. 
Mtty h«av«ti |>i«ftidirT^ li^t tdnkietvfis^y I ^rm^ 
veruiiiii t^ find thd vodd of lyiy return 'to Pari^ 
pltt»MKl %ith thimM^ tbougli <hir¥i^ fti^ l^tfe 
IMAsage it wtts stire^ir(dd with yos<»fr. 

^ Tl« fM^|Mim^ etmisoki^ up^ «v»y night 

with htft «#m^H««t>^ fiM' a (^oapk olP konts; 

iMt te 6«gfifts Id tid(ttOt9iedg>e hiijdsdf ati ki«- 

^rtilid, and tluKt an Ao«Micf«6fe r«tretit in the se<- 

natewill ioon be neceosaty^ Attikmg ybuji^ yoang 

tifid gallant conscripts at Compeigtie^ tak^ 

cum not to lAy t^i4e discretiM and pnidenee. 

I knovr your htistMind's t^hamctcr^ I know ib^ 

cbaractet of his family ; aftd Uie r^veng^ul 

apfiat of hn ootaitrymten^ If he once snispect 

you^ yoft ar€ viiiotie t you will nut only be de^ 

privcd •f hii iat« and ^«ieei&^ but of the re^ 

gard and aiEBcti<^n my Nttpd^dn has for yon* 

But the emperor's Argus tells me that it is time 

to go to ted. Am I hot t^ty complaisant to 

steal from my sleep two hb^a to ^hatl^r 
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>hW.!^*' :, .;;••:', . f ' -:, - I 

1 rTI^^ authenticity of' thi^aad some folkfwiog 
.letters the French t>ubliafaep guaraiite^j haTing 
fcHinjd tbem ia.th^ pgrtfolio, wbach Ivas lost by 
Pi'AQCQssi Louis ' Bucinapairjte ill h^r removal 
from the camp' of Cowp^\gW to Parialasie 
autiiinn.f The contents iiodouhtedly do axtr 
j^it to ^he judgment^ to the, honour, afid to, tb^ 
helirt of the empress^ thpugh at tb^ expeace 
of the mbr^s and character of the natiua 

* 

yhiohher husband sways witbsuchao oppressive 
a^d. unlimited power. It also rempv^s arp&rit 
j>{ the veil which covers without cOnc^Uog 
tbc disgraceful behaviour and selfiab views of 
so many German- princes. In the end> confir 
dei^ce and coquetry report the perpetration of 
adultjsry with. the sameindifference^^stif relat- 
mg ,^he particulars of a route, rThe mother 
and the daughter scent to be tolerably unre-r 
served, and in the perfect secret of each other's 
intrigues. From Madame Louis's: affection 
and. generosity towards her mamoia^ ii is sup* 
posed that. at l^ast^ fromcharity, >sbe;bas taken^ 



J I 



, ,* .Ste ffulletitiL Imperial, &c. p.-l6 et'seq* • , • 
.f ,See idiim, the piSefs^cei p.iv. ... ^ 

(Ive 
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the .hint^ and spared somd of her yoking coo- 
sc^ipta to. relieve, the idvulid. In.What Jjght 
Louis Buonaparte^ whot at tliat tinie^coannsmd- 
ed Ae camp at ' Oompeigne^ and who is not 
very tolerant or etidoving>>has^ since the print- 
ing of these letiet^> coiKiLdered this^tnaterQal 
effusion of tendeimeseriWsvnot known. The 
-acaodalbut dntimck. stotesyihowevei^ that aaa 
. true > pbilosdf^beir, instead of reprobating kta 
iin6ther-ifr^lfliw> orTefAidiatiaghis wife^ hfxnu^ 
soled hiniself in the amois' of Madame deC. 
'.the; heautifol wife of lii^ ugly ind^^de-campj 

-I Frdtn'tbe fblhwing lettierijt is evideiit^ that 
iM slay at A(ix.'^a'C!hopelie did no more exalt 
tbe spirits than theus^ of the waters improved 
the health' of ^he^rd vol irtionary empress, ^ 

i • .' ' ) . 'Ai^ha'-Chafdle, Sunday, 

• ' ^' I wntt'tbycfxi, my beloved Fanny, indiy- 
posed fcy drinking thfe' waters, so benign to 
•oihers/^anfd enervated' by bathing, which has 
so often^g?ieri the*vigbur of youth to old age^ 
restored i^tVength* td'tbe feebl^i bl'essed with 

• Lps a^duveUrs \u:ia Mam Yentoteriytoi 13> p. 2> 
No. III..' . ... 

\ . con* 
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consolation the unfortunate^ with contetit tbe 
depressisd^.alid with hope even the wretched* 

^' I see round me so many untfaittking bein^^ 

viiio judge the situatiosi of ^mankind frcx^ fex- 

-temal appearances only, who confoond iiappi* 

ness with greataes&> and internal comfort with 

«€^ernal splendour : bow wrelebedly miitakoa 

they ate J The natural weakness, and'tlie bu* 

man firathicsj from which the highest ia kio moie 

-eoQoeiiled than tbe low^ett, ase aU ^cenanitd in 

those ftiaced above them^ Ithile tbeu: tirtuoua 

mclhwrt^na^ their getieroua sentiiiieiitftj tbeir 

liberal actions, and honourable adls» 'vrlbkh 

'even cohfouaded in the tffntfd^ wbuld ^m- 

:inand distinction fix» eqiMil^ a#e left a}w9!|PS 

'unperceivsed, Honoticed> or if rensarfced, owUff 

supposed an ordtnacy dutijr, ^xpectled fiknaitt 

superior by his inferiors. 

•^ My pre^tence here hs^jattracted not only a 
number of i^'rengbmen, but foreigners of all 
nations in amity with France, They are a|l 
busy and attentive tq, pay me their homage, 
and, like the statue of the virgin ip. the cathe- 
dral, I am. for honr^ nay, ^very hpur in the 
day, forced to stand upon my pedestal, and re- 
aekve with a good graide the worship of *the 
wicked and the good ; of the wise and tlie fool- 
ish ; 
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ish; of die iBaii who, 'irom his birtb^ I 'know 
inti5t despise me; of the'^fbtaifitn who^iVotn ixir 
pretensions to beauty, envies ittC; of dxeien- 
lighti^ied, ^ho knows kiis owti wn^rtb; aird of 
the ignorant, who despkes the worth df otkeii, 
having none himsetf. The Virgin in the*heavenfe, 
oratiea^ h^r statue in'tiie church, is, how-^ 
ever, mucih better eff than the 'empress izpdn 
• earth. Ai xiigbt, liet temple is shift 4igaitiit 9il 
itttrddein. But when id] tise tiwesome, BnU, 
•tttd dtaagreed}le cercknoaies of the day :ate 
i>ver> f*^|>ot>r i^^am, tot the tespeace Df my 
sleep, obliged to h^r tend to »e^ll ttefettsfs 
-or petitions w^ith which p^sdns xi( muk, pre- 
tended $pttx>an$, aeedy MJttuAs^ the ladventui^r, 
the miserable, t^e pro&igaoe, the »nitii0ious,tbe 
vain, the covetous^ the siek, and the acheemei', 
so profasely choose to )>lagiie meJ Poor Den- 
champs ! (her secretary) f retiliy ptty^him, whe, 
on my part, answers this mass of ^Oilsdn^, '^f 
frivolity, pride, impo^ifre, wttht, and kmehta* 
tion. Oh, how I regret my fbrlMr hutt^e, 
but quii^t TCtreat in the Rue de9 ^iet^irttf 
when, undisturbed vnd nlrtftterwipted, ^yy efk^r 
regretted de Beauharnois and 'L Were medita^iftg^ 
at leisure on the time that wtablr fte6^;g$ary fi^r 
basineds^ we doald spar^ t» plea^nr^, 6r w^ i^- 

quisite. 
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' quisite to revive tlie corporeal as .well as Intel- 
facultiejs. lis sonfpassS ces Jours defitCyih nc 
rtvitndront plus. 

" Since my last to you, four couriers baye 
brought me four letters, of four*line8 cAcb, 
from my hufiband. ' He is discontented on ac- 
count of tbe delays his plans against £ngla<)d 
are subject to;fitid therefore^ In hia ilWia- 

.mour, blames me for beiugtoo condt^cendiog^ 

. and not of a miitdtand maiinece^altod i^novgh 
for this situation in irhieh h^.bas plac^Imi?. 
My. demands to know.in what.I Ipave prred» 
he i^asaes, oveir in' silence/ buf^ cotitinues to 
harshly reprobate faults with which I am uu- 
acquaintied^' .and: to hold out threats of which 
he must be well ay^are that I dread the effect • 

,Good<5od! how:;c}iflfer^t was your good— too 
j^ood/atiler I M^yhem\mi give me strength to 
•ubmit t6 aljv dteti9^ ! Xhavc perhaps already 
lived ti>Q Jm'g J . .• ti ^v 

. ^^ I am gjajietolipar.of tbi(? advanced state qf 

,your pregnancy, s^nd-ths^t ly^ur husband has 
found st>me.- diversion in, th^.iftttractions of the 
oqqui^tiy of •JVJad^jnec-H'T-Tt. i Show yourself 
piludently j^alopi?, but n^t, irremediably hurt. 

. Ix)diifiei'<dnc6 w your jpart, . in,^re^ent circurej- 
staocj&s^ would be as impolitic, as an explana- 
tion. 
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tion would be foolish^ and an explosion dlin- 
gerous. - Be rather more reserved m your usual 
train of pleasure^ at least untrl he is convinced 
that you afre no longer a stranger to bis iofide- 
lity. Then if he should discover your in- 
trigues, he will have reason to think them ra- ' 
th(?r the vengeance of an outraged wite, than 
the enjoyments in which a disappointed wo- 
man seeks to forget the irresistible temptations, 
or cruel cause, yihieh. made her- renounce <?tcmal ' 
honour for a. momentary gratifkation of -her ' 
passions. I am always agkated in opening ' 
your dear letters, apprehensive thftt' the Want - 
of my experience may have led you into diifi- 
cnlties, from which my, and even, yopr, ftrtui^ 
affection will find it no easy matter to extrlcirtc 
you. I repeat again, be civcumspect, but be • 
also vigilant. CoHect proofs^ and search ;f<>r . 
evidence, . before you receive his, or expd^ 
yout own act of accusation^ 

'^ The day be&re yesterday a cdurier from • 
Mr. d'Arberg brought. me a letter firom the- 
queen- of P How condescending she 

is, .or rathef bow agreeable is. her duplicity, rh 
writing to a person for whom in her hearti she 
must entertain the, niost sovereign* contempt : 
and she styles me her dear sisteh ! mc whom' ' 

she 



.^ 
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byctb Of. meritj bave n^de b«r equal, if not 
siip^^Or^ My busbftud's qihI r»y owa secr^ 
corro^ftond^Qce witb ccirUiin pri|iQe$^.«nd priu- 
ceases, were it. luiHie: public, wqu14 b? mOfe 
sefvignble to tbe piota of dcgoi^ogikeA tbi^ ^^ 
tbe teaeia of republicaos and soffebifttry of 
levellers. 

^^ Tq. pleai^ my hu^baiKly I bave ^ecioudj^ 
st9[)4J^d tb^ voluminous €/ereinoDiiiil9*JN»l9%€(Ky: 
Champigfiy,* conoeniins tbe eigqiiettft of tbe 
coi^t of Vienna^ aa well a» tkoae. foiwarde<l t^> 
iw bjr l4t, Imet>t omQemidog that of the consit 
of St« Pe^rshurg. Wbat rkUcjiloiift liitl€M«$ji 
aad wbajb. petty trifles. am I to learn and to ob* 
serve! At my tine of Ufe to.gQ to sobeoH; to: 
submit to be inBtmeted lil^e.a mis&of twelye^ 
to. repeat lessona, and^to pcvfbra parts repugn 
nant to. reason, and a libel, on the sense of al^ 
those presented to me^ cannot be vecy agtee** 
able. What, Jvewevec, will I notrdo to «flcap« 
the rod' of my sevejte; mastevi MadametRe^ 



^CliaiRpigny was thru B»aiMipa*t6*9 ambaitador at 
VieBDa^ ^ U f»Qw hb mni^^rol tktt intmqs. 

t lift Bwebwaft thcB^aad i» yet, hu atnbuiwador a% 
ScrUiu 



musut 



J 



JBdwaiy s^. weU.a^ Madaiifte d^Arberg^''^ is cod- 
t^t, vfitJE^ jg^ progi^9», and. applaud 'my zeaL 
A^! to the regniMion- of, our hou^c^bold, itU. 
nlpre ea^y to decree or iiivienyt places^ tban ta 
find per0Qn9 proper to fijQ them. You knam 
tbe old iiobiUiity sbua our courts from whioh 
my b(U9baodhas delermiiied.to exclude all apt- 
stMt9« Often ladies, o£ aneient families, to, 
wh^itoft il h^0 offered places' round, me^ two: only 
barter acoepl)ed> six have declhied^ and two 
have not evea oondesceAded to give me att 
ai^weff . Although those first two are females 
wboia Louifl.XVL banished from tbe court of 
Majaa; Autoinetteip cm account of the scandal 
of ibfiir Uv'es, I must: regard their acceptance 
afl^.an. honour^. Take, carei not to mention* to 
any body .the coo^mpt with which I have been 
treated on- this oecasioa. Should it- come to 
the ei^r^ o£ N^oleouj woe. to the families^ re^ 
Iatki^«(^.a^d friends^ of these refractory persons. 
Tbtfjrar^eil ruinedd^ihe revolution^ and their 
misery is punishment enough. I embrace you^ 
your husbandly and ehild^ affectionately."t 

* TtieM two ladies are Madame Buonaparte's maids of 
hqnouo and te^her^ how to act tb^, part of an eqapressi 
fSee Bulletin Jjt^perialf &c. pag^ 24..etseq^ 

.The 
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. • The latter part of xkn letter reqniifi^^ some 
explanation. Unprincipled and v^cions as manj 
moderji FrenchinGn'»hftTeJ shown thciAfielves, 
tke imost rcsp^tteiMe bfi'the ancient .Fi^ttch 
iidbility^ tli6ug.h bc^^afedJbya;rel>el}ion which ' 
has made a Corsican vitgajborid their sdvdreign> ' 
have, i however, alwHys »ref u6ett, not only • w i th 
dignii^y butwith otistinacly, ^to wear his llvery^as 
placemeni^nd courtrers.; iA,late«pi4blicattbii*r€^ * 
late^ s^veralinteiifsiing pahiciila.)^-s o^ihi^ sub-^'- 
jdet. la order €o iJitroduce mtO'tbdr^iow^cotirt 
a princely Tnagnificence, Buonapait^ and- hi» • 
wife wanted that which neither .iiiliuenlre noi* 
wealth could procure, viz. a numerous retinue- 
of Dobility- : Whiitever Buonaparte may * have • 
achieved, and ;how far he rady fiatt?er himself • 
with having succeeded; howev4^r<adsidti0.us aiijj ^ 
submissive i Madame Bifionapai'te 'may ihave ^ 
been towards Madame Montessan,*!* at whose • 
house the most anci<ent - nobka^ie- used to as- 
semblc, she couid obtait^ no other favour for 

* See Buonaparte and the Freir^^h l^ej^p^e, page UG efi s^, - 
This latter work is translated into English, and published 
by Tipper and Richards, London. 

f Madame de Monles5an is supposed to liave been 
married to the- father of the late Cuke of Orleans. ' She 
is now (1806 )- exiled forty leagues fiomPir's. . 

*' ' herself 
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Herself and family than adndasion td SOOM of 
their small parties^ where she had oeeasionftllj' 
the honour to be seated betweto dukes^ nap* 
quises^ cohnta, arid baronil, and loh^^ tb'ese 
fine titles tinglihg in her ears; but to dtraw 
only B, few members^ and even the most un^ 
worthy, from, this holy circle, ihoriiitth t»laM 
them in her own retinue^ was utterly uApmm^ 
sible. 

*' Segur, the ex-mitiister, being newly lt|K 
pointed to a high ofi}<^ in admini^ti^atkin,* hi«»' 
dulged his yotiilgeat ion so fsx as to aildw hiik- 
to accept the place of a vice prefect df the 
palace. The noble leagne instantly rose against 
him in a body, as he was reckoned among high 
and ancient nobility, on account df one of hii' 
ancestors havmg been a marechal de France, 
All the citizens with ** de" before their sur- 
name^ who figured at the hew comt in the 

* Madame Buonaparte sp^s in another letter more of 
tliis Segur* It is to be recc^ected, that the extract is 

taken froili ^ work writteir in the winter lB03j when Buo* 

» 

naparte was only a first consul. Since an emperor, he is 
become more intolerant and cruel. His tyranny has in« 
creased with his rank. All the refractory nobks are tx*- 
ilod or transport^, 

VOL. I. t liveries 
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liveriet of jMrefeets^ vice prefects^ &c; wer^ 
looked upon by the rigorists as the servile and 
leaser pobility of former times. 

" But foftuDe will not always smile ; her 
greatest faroorites will one time or other meet 
with some impediment in their way^ some ob« 
slacle to their desires. He who rode trinm- 
phant over Mount St. Gothard^ and through 
the sandy deserts of Syria ; he who gives ]aw 
to most countries of Europe^ and disposes of 
the finest states at pleasure; this mighty chieiv 
lit the bead of so populous an empire^ feels 
desires that he cannot satisfy. Casting his 
longing eye around^ he fixes it^ by chance, 
upon the saloon of Madame de Montessan. It 
happened at that moment to be crowded with 
persons of the first rank. '^ Those nobles shall 
be my attendants/' he cries, and imnxed lately 
dispatches his devoted daemons with invita- 
tions, offers, and promises. But promises, 
offers, and invitations, are ineffectual ^ the 
messenger returns disappointed and chagrined ; 
he tells him that all his efforts have been fruit- 
less, that their demands were far beyond what 
lie would accede to. 
f ^ Hie Mjgry^ fearful man, is thus compelled 

to 
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to stand alone on tbe pinnacle of. his newly 
acquired digmty, watching night and day 
these rebels to his wilL Their words> their 
actions^ their looks^ are equally ohjects of hit 
suspicion ; not even a gestare is suffered to es* 
cape him. Alarmed by continual fears whea 
they assemble in great numbers, he imniedi«- 
ately disperses them. If they flee back to die 
coast, they are driven to. the mountains; if they 
take refuge among the rocks, they are hunted 
to the sea. His slaves obey the bint^ pursue 
them, and, panting for breath, return to catch 
the despot's new orders, and find their pale* 
faced master leaning on his still more pale«^ 
&ced harlot, both turning their faint and en* 
vious looks towards the saloon of Madame de 
Montessan, the resort of this disobedient and 
obstinate noblesse. These noble sufferers are 
the only persons who dare stand in oppositioa 
to Buonaparte. They live in their own coun« 
try as in a strange land ; they take no notice of 
the new court, its festivities, or briljiant assem* 
blies. They adopt none of the new fashions 
introduced by the new coiners. Even those 
among them who have saved great estates, or st^ 

c 2 poss^ 
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possess sufficient property to live in a stimp- 
tuous style^ do not make any public display. 
Their 'Small social assemblies contain • alone 
what may be called la bonne c(mipagnic\ and* 
as most of them are men of refined manners^ 
and «iany of them well informed^ and of great 
ftime^ several of them> even the most distin*' 
gttished literari in royal France^ they keep* 
within their own circle . All foreigners of ed u* 
cation, naturally disgusted with the aukward' 
behaviour and the tasteless luxury of the pre- 
sent court> endeavour to be admitted into their 
society; an honour by ao means easily obtain- 
ed* Still It m^t be ^^onfessed, that the fine 
Parj» of old, which liad so ihuch attraction for 
every man of taste, talents, and good breed- 
ings can only be met widi in these select so- 
cieties. I will not blame Madame Buona- 
parte, vih,o lived as maid of honour to the late 
queen, for- sighing after .the only respectable 
company at Paris ; . but she must renounce the 
happiness of seeing these persons in her suite 
at court. Many inducements have certainly 
been given them; but they all seem to say,- 
xestore us Ih^ old court with, all its append-^* 

ages. 



JOSEPHINE BUONAPARTE. » 

ages,, that will be well ; but we shall never be 
Jl»roiiglit to acknowledge these upstarts for its 
tightful owners. 

" The very cause which renders Madame 
Booaaparte so desirous to associate with the 
aid noblesse, Aiust induce the latter to keep at 
•a' diirtaiice* There is nothing of that polite* 
ness, ease, vivacity, and grace, which signa^ 
lised Ae societies at' the royal court. Every 
body atares .yfhh a slavish >gaze at Buonaparte, 
who treaits . theib i&disoriaifinately in a dry, 
c<>}d,saiid harsh ihanher. He sonietimes at- 
tempts to.be polite and ' witty, but his polite- 
ness is a proud condescension, and his wit is 
satire. There is always something rough or 
low in his way of expressing himself. He fre- 
quently makes, use of* term^ only to be found 
m the moiil^ o£ the up&tart soldier^ and pro^- 
acribed by all good company. He is capable 
of uttering the most abusive liuigunge with the 
•greatest indifference* The tone of his voice ii 
deep and hoarse, and >vhat he says is often ac- 
companied with such a disagreeable ]augh> 
that nobody can feel easy with him, even when 
he intends to say the most agreeable things. 
The highest officers of state must sometimes 

hear 
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hear themseTves addressed by epttheto which 
certainly never escaped the lips of a savereign^. 
If he supposes' that he has caught any of hi« 
ministers or privy-counsellors in something 
contradictory^ he frequently says, *^ Fous ties 
uu hfMntae de mauvake foi" or *^ Fau$ me 
trampt/* (You are an impostor^ or You deceive 
me.)* 

During the continuance of her stay at Aix^- 
)a«-Chapelle, the empress's only agreeable 
amusement until her husband's arrival, was the 
gambling-table, having by her physician been 
strictly warned not to indulge her inclination 
for good eating and drinking. She was not 
fortunate either at cards or with dice^ imi 
^e pecuniary allowance of Buonaparte not 
being over liberal, she was under the necessitj 
of laying under contribution the purses of her 
friends and courtiers. They were, however, 
soon drained, and other expedients were re^ 
sorted to. Several German princes and prin* 

* In June 1804, Buonaparte kicked out of his room 

his then mioister Chaptal, for having introduced his mis* 

tress as an'*actress in the French theatre, without pre- 

' viou^Iy demanding his sovereign's permission. See Leo 

Nouvelles ii la xnaio« Mcasidoi, year xiu No. II. page.^. 

cessea 
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eesses haTing implored her potecti<m to ob- 
tain from her husband a large share of the 
phtndef' of their comatry^ ealled imdemmiie$, 
her secretary Deschamps addressed himself to 
them on the part of his sovereign. Their sap* 
ply was^ as might be expected from the object 
tbay had in view^ scanty. Some depnti^ finom 
certain imperial cities, hearing of the empress's 
dilemma, came voluntarily 'forward with offsft 
to avoid apprehended forced requisitions. But 
Talleyrand, regarding the r^^nlation of these 
kinds of patriotic donations as belonging ex* 
chttively to his department, stopped this- re- 
source by a letter to Deschamps, in which lie 
threatened to inform the emperor of these .ex* 
Jtttiotis, if continued. He advised, at the same 
time, as a sure means, for the empress to reeover 
her losses, the seizure of all the public and 
privileged gambUng banks ; to take from them 
the sums lost, and to restore them the remaki* 
der. Orders were given in oonsequence, and 
the police commissary Deville, under pretence 
that he had received depositions and denun^ 
ciations front several quarters, that these, banks 
contained many forged bank-notes and false 
louis-d'ors, laid bands on their whole stock. 

After 
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After a very minute mveftligatH»i> two miliiaikf 
^Vijtes, io paper and monayj the Qxact iqb^ 
lost hy the empre9s> w^c^ cviviitc^ted a« fab^r 
cated biUl.s> or base coin* Tehe bankers comt 
pkifted to the minister of police^ senatoi 
JFbpohe, to wlK>m they paid one hwdred thou-^ 
Mod Uvrea (4000/.> a month fpr their privUegci i 
bm he prudently aaswered that he sh<>vl4 aU 
vaya protect them as fair gamesters, \»ik\ coul4 
do'nothiog for them when accused <tf being 
forgers or coiners. He recbnHnended them tct 
he^sUait about what bad happened^ and think 
themaelves'.fortunatje to have eacaped so chfopi 
WMh tihe, ascrifioe of an ii^igiiificant seimre^ 
instead ;of being sent to the g^Uows^ as tibteiv 
actm^s deserved. For Devilie^, the > empresa 
praainred -in a short time afterwards the Icnjght-* 
hood of the legiou of honour.* 
« The empress has. a fault cOmnM>n with all 
the members of tlie Buonaparte family : sk6 
ntxur fujfi htr debts^ Instead of satisfying het 
ereditmrs with the money plundered m the 
hanks/ she laid it out in purchasing briiliantd 
or diamond trinkets for herself and her chiU 

♦ Bulletin Infiperirfi &c, pag^e ao, 

dreit,' 
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.^bren* After stripping most of the risitors at 
Aix-WChapelle^ of their britceleisy necklaces^ 
mtd ring3^ ^e sent her valet de chambre^Tariiej 
to Amsterdam^ to 'spend the remainder of her 
cad^ in the jewellers' shops of that city. It is 
supposed that the ecrin or jewel-box of Josepb* 
ine is of more vaioe than those of all othetr 
continental princesses- together. It is estimated 
at two millions and a half sttrling.y(»r sixty miL>» 
lions of livres. To revi^w^. arraijuge and admke 
its contenls> is her constant and most delightful 
occnpatiiKi. e^ery morning, whilst her friseur 
vi^ de chambre is curling her hair or pultiisg 
on her wigs, and wlien hes chamber-maids oi 
Jhononr are washings dreeing and painting 
kar * 

When Buonaparte laid hold of the famous 
and precioQs crown dislnondj csdled in Fsance 
'' the Rege»l/' dad in JBagknd^ '^ the Pitt 
diamond/' which now glitterir at ttle hUt of 
liis stateniwprd^ and is hns^ np widi; o^l: 
trophies at hist bed-side^ hk Jti^q^ditne. would 
fiQFt be behiadhand* 6tM9i,«Qb»ikttpontheriolkaiid 

* * • ■ 

. * BttUetin In»perUL ^sge &]» aad Let Noovellet \ la^ 
aia«n^ l^iyaie, yesr xiii. No^ ly. pagr 6 aad 6. 

Qi magnificent 
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magnificent golden toilet of the late unf0rti»» 
nate queen^ which liad hitherto escaped all the 
.former shameless thiaves in authority^ the nth> 
tural, but depraved progeny of the revolution* 
The empress is, however, growing more ugly 
•ince she looked into th« mirror of the beauti* 
ful and accomplished Maria Antoinette. Can 
it be the tenderness of her copscience, that ha« 
occasioned such a sad alteration ? Is it not 
Tather from spite and despair, at seeing her 
own anti(}uated features, and remembering 
^ose elegant and youdiful form and traits of 
lier late royal mistress? This toilet may avg-^ 
ment the value of her stolen traasuresj but can 
neither make her wrinkles, less immenms, change 
the colour of her grey hair, whiteii.ker iee^, 
sweeten ber breath, or whitewash 4ier skin 
more than her morals**' . • ' . * . . 

All the members of the. foreign diplomatic 
corps in France, whose sovereigns had soiw 
forgotten their own dignity and interest, as t^ 
acknowledge Buonaparte in the- new ti^le he se 
impudeiidyiLhAdassuQted,4>i®ceded bimtoAKc 
la Chapelle, where a kind of mock congresa 

• Bdcnaparte ani the French People, &c. p9ge*145^ 
and Bulletin Inipdriali page 31, in the note. ' 

. - • was 
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was held by Talleyrand^ who^ to soften his 
master's rage at not being able to annihilate 
tbe independem?e of the British empire^ f^h* 
lished^ in a revolutionary manifesto, a political 
excommunication against the British govern* 
ment. That this act was, however/ far ftom 
even calming the violent passions of the dis* 
appointed usurper^ his wife's letter clearly 
proves. 






Ah-la-Chapelle, Friday^ 

From my former letters^ my beloved child 
Itos seen that my mind neither possessed con» 
tent, nor enjoyed tranquillity, and that the 
sufiS^ings of my body equalled the agitation of 
my soul. But if I was really unhappy then^ 
what shall I call my situation since my hus* 
band h^ joined me i Having been obliged to 
postpone his vengeance against England, all 
the wrath of his disai^intment is poured out 
on me. He has never ceased to ill-use, and 
even to ill-treat me when we are alone ; and in 
public, in the presence of princes and their re- 
presentatives, froo^ whom he wishes me to com* 
jsiand respect, he expresses himself to mc 
harshly^ T^garly> and rudely. I am sure, b€-^ 
* '* cause 
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csoiae T have experienced itj^ that I iii»pi«e ibr 

au4i9nce.witb i»o other sentun^ute than tluwe 
of coi]i|pafl9i«Q or pity. They do not wmt miidi 

penetration to obderye^orsagnci^ to eonctiid^ 
tlmt.the moft^ exalted aiskOiig them is aldo the 
most wretched* 

*^ To, quiet lus unbecoming fttry> Tdkyxand 
ha^ in v^in tried to convince him^ that the po^ 
litical annihilation of Great Britain may be 
uioie easily eflected by intrigues and influence 
in.ibex:abinets of the continent^ than by attacks 
and buttles in the plains of the British islands,. 
Tbe^Qi as well as all other efforts of his minis^ 
ters and; favguritqs to divert 4iis] attention and 
compose hi^ mind^ have not been able to 'prot 
duce even a njomeniary tranquillity. He fas^^ 
lost all relish for the tiifling rest he fonnerl]^ 
took: he goes^ however^ to bed at bis uj^uat 
hour^ but be hiudly slumbers (sleep he ha^ 
none) for iive minutes togethei;; aad> good 
God^ wh£^t a slumber! all his limbs are tremb- 
ling as from convulsive-fits^ his eyes are roll- 
ings his t«eih gnashing^ his breast swellings bia 
pulse beatings and his whole body burning aa 
if con&ume^d by a fever; and when he wake^ 
h^ starts suddenly^ and often jumps got off hia 

bed 



bed to seize bi» Bvovd, pbtots, and dagger; as 
if ^nued by anaashifl. Thaugh you' nagr 
easily guess I am not asleqps or tf> ajdrnpy dir«> 
turbed by such violent raoticms^ I dare mots, 
for my life^ let bii9 susip^ct it. The beinitifikl 
verse of De Lille o£ten occin^s to me; 

Xe Hi de Cromwell le punit pour son IrSne,* 

Andlam eonviaeed;th8U; the obscmxe condition 
of Uichand .CcomiRell^ tke philosopher^ was 
millions of times preferable to the iHii&# 
trions one of Oiiver Cromwell^ the protector; 
This state of my Iwsband has greatly impaired 
way heakh^ and if he is incurable^ or /loes not 
lose his senses^ he will drive me oat of mine> of, 
kill m^. We intend, however, soon to leave 
this place, and to continue our journey to 
Meats along th^< delightful banks of the Uhine« 
He will then have more oceupiUion to attend* 
tOx and more diversity of objects to attract his 
notice'. May they palliate if they cannot re-> 
lieve his terifible complaint ! * 

* The M ^ OnmmeU punished him Jar Mat (kronen 
Abbe-.de Laie alludes to the laitcr part ei the Eagliih^ 
iiMirper*ft ieign> .when it is. known* that, af»prehe08tve o' 
j M esMJ oii ha <^ry nighfedwagiBdiiia hgdrmasfc. . 
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« '^ Aft for '4he officers at our court anc( roand 
pur persons, I have by some pecuniary sacri* 
iices made a very valuable acquisition. Segur * 
has accepted of the place of grand master of 
the ceremonies^ and has promised to recruit 
among the nobility persons agreeable to my 
husband to fill the several other vacancieft. I 
have given him my bond for 600,000 livres> 
€5,000/. which Ganthier (the minister of 
finances) has promised to take up, and, when 
ft proper opportunity offers, disi^arge it with 
the money of the state ; which certainly can- 
not be better employed than to keep up the 
necessary splendour of the chief of the first 
empire in the world. 

* This Segur was, before the revolution, ambassa<!or 
,)n Russia, and after the revofution, in I791> went in the 
same capacity to the father of the present king of Prussia^ 
who refused to reoeiTe htn>. He is the author of some 
wcH^wTttten neoioirs of the reign of Catherine II. and 
of Frederick WUHam 11. His disgiscef^l and unpria"^ 
cipled conduct and revolutionary zeal have deprived hiia 
of both hts sons. The younger, whom he had cajoled 
to become a vice^prefVct under Buonaparte, was killed in 
a duel with hia^ elder brother, who aftefwards-in despaiv 
' dUDwoed himself in the Senie. See Lt» Nauvftlles & \m 
Jlain, Oenvinal, ytarxiii.No. Lfaf$e|'9ttid lOi. 

* - " General 



^^ Geoieral Mortier has .presented me with 
eight beaatiful cream-coloufed horses of tte 
King of SnglaDd's stud ta Hanover, as trophies 
of the success, of. my husband's aroites. I 
thought it would be an agreeable compliment 
to him. to surprise him with the sight of them. 
Accordi^ly I ordered Colonel Fouler^ one of 
xny equerries, to. bring them before our win- 
dows immediately after our breakfast; hot 
how astonished was I when^ instead of appre- 
ciating my good intent. Napoleon first rebuked 
me with one of his terrifying frowns, and then, 
after a moment's silence, said, loud enough to 
be. heard by all persons present: '^ Madam^ 
you are always stupid or malicious enough t6 
iind out some unpleasant subject or other tb 
remind me of the existence of a nation, the 
ruin of which I have sworn so long ago, but 
which unforeseen circumstances.haveh. hitherto 
prevented me from accoA>plishing/' A tear I 
was unable to restrain procured m^ tke» order 
** to retire instantly to my apartments, and tW 
remain there until he permitted lni?^*'td feave 
them/* f have now been shiit up for five 
hours, and a part of that time 1 have employ.^, 
ed in searching for thfi, sole qpnsqlati^^n, yet }«ft» 

me 
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me upon e&rth^ to unbcobm myself to my 
dearest child, ibe only sincere friend fortune 
has left me. I hope, however^ my imprisoH'i^ 
JneDt will soon cease. We haveannoanced^ 
that we will see company to-nigbt> and expect 
in conse^ueiKre namerons attendants. Hi^ 
pride and vanity will therefore restore me that 
liberty of which bis cruelty and want of ten-^ 
derness have deprived me. * 

* To indemnify bis wife foe his brutality, ai least during 
its iUfsence, be ordered several feasts» whicb cost hiai 
hotbing. They were besides dictated by bis policy a» 
ttmeh as by bis vanity. The following account is givea 
•f one of these fetes in the Ntntveiles Politiques^ 
)fo. LXX« of Leyden» dated August, 31, M^, The, 
pedantic afiectaiioa of Boooeparte .to be supposed a 8e-» 
eond Charlemagne of whom; be has ail the vices bul 
acne of the virtues, ia well known. 

** LitMte de Cluurlemegne 9Md^l&Mit ici Dimanche^ 
94Tbeii^idor, pat ocdie de)*eiii{)eM!«r ^ &! jamais paseille 
^r^nionie n'a M plu» imposante & n'a fai^ uoe sensa^on 
|iim profonde. .A neuf heures & demie toiites ks auto- 
lit^s ^tblent r^unies* en grand tostume, \ Teg^ise catb^« 
irsle : 5. M. I^Imperatrice sorttt de «on palais pour s*y 
senApej Idbt lieurcs pt^ises, cnviionn^ de sa cOur & de 

sa 
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'^ I have just received my husband's orders 
to dine alone .ia my X0f>m, iwit to dre^s imm^i* 

sa garde. Elle fut re^ue a la porte de PegHse sous )e dait 
par UMit 1« ?lerg^> siinit qu'U tst co»s^^!r4 par U c^^mo* 
iiiaU & condai^ a«i tr6n« qui avoit M€ifi>ti \ k 4roite 4« 
ehoe«ir. Ss nugi^^ ^<>>^ autour d*dle sa d^ine d'h^or 
aeor & Hs daiacs d^ton pi^aii; derri^ra k fauteuil se feep 
noieiit debout let g^ndsrojg^krs de ia maisoi^. La meM^ 
Alt c^kbi^ p«M»tifi«al9in<tQt i^x }A. TEv^ue d'Aix-Iar 
Cbapalle, a^si^t^ d«: t<9«^ som.^kiB^: M. PEv^ua da 
li^^ 4toit pi^im M. l'Abb4^ Q^it3ar|^8» chanoine^ 
C14I, rboojsiaar^ ^^t^Bfi/u \ $. JV^. l9»p^ikle.i^a dUcours, 
qui obtint rapprobatton generate.** 

** Madame, Un h^ros ordonne, qu'on cdl^bre la m^- 
moire d*ua h^ros. Ns^poMon r^tablit les hohneurs de 
Charles, & , c*e8t sous |es vo(!ites antiques de ce temple 
^rig^ au Dieu vivont par ce puissant monarque, sur la 
tombe qui pendant trois slacks renferma ses cendfes, en 
presence des .restes de la dopouille morteUe de ce grancl 
homnie, devant votre majeot^ imp^nale enfin, que k re-^ 
staurateur de Tecnpire d'occidtnt veut que t'on renouveUe 
les hommages religieux, que cetle eglise rendoit chaque 
annde \ son lUustre fondateur. Depuis dlx siecles, ma^. 
dame, Cbarks-k'Grand a cess^ de vivre, Ne sembk-t-it 
pas, que ces Ikux soient encore pkins de sa grande ame? 
Et quand votre auguste epoux pr^scrivii la solemnity, qui 
nous rassembk autour d^ votre tr6ne, nVtoit-il pa's lui^i 
i^^m? agit^ par ^ pens^a de son imrooratalit^? 
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diately afterwards for the circle. I embrace 
you^ your husband^ and dear baby most affee* 

tionately." * 

' ** Le Diea> qui fonde & d^ruit lescmpiiety ^idls^ 
tribue Be qut 6te les couronnes, a iwolu, qti*a de kmg» ia* 
terralles, des hommcs, instramen* de mss imp^n^tffsUes 
^essetns, apparassent en^ronDds ^de forc« Bt de gk»l«v 
comme des m^t^oies lutniiieiix, quij daos la aoit dea 
tems^ rallient les peoples ^af^» itles reeeadaiseiiC mar la 
voye de la fAun%6 publique. Teb fvatxA 9m doMCMia auk' 
Charles & aor Napoleon. Ka ae soat aceoraplis. Xe 
pass^ se lie aii pr^aeal. Lea- souvcairs ae preaiefit^ h4tk 
h^ros se confondent. '* / 

" Cimrles, h^ritier d*iHi tr6ne nial-«8eniii» le conadMa 
par la victoire, ch&tta les rebclies, ^leadit fes Itmitec da 
royaumej & pla^a sar son front la couroone imperiak; il 
fit plus, il sfut la porter. Napoleon aVoit assea fiut poor- 
la gloire^ mais point assez pour la patrie. 11 ^toit placd 
au rang des plus grands guerriers; mais, aocaWe sous le 
joug des factious, en trainee ^ sa mine par les folies de 
rh^teurs inexp^rimentis, la patrie alloit p^rir : il accourt^ 
clleestsauree; &d*uneRepubliquea laveille dedevenirla 
proyedeTetranger^ il fait (eplus bel empire du monde* Sea 
ennemis ont appris sMl sf aura le di^endr^ -, & vous, Fran- 
^oisy qui Tavea proclam^ C^sar, vouss^avez que le sceptre 
n*a point itd remis a des mains debiles. 

*' Charles ^toit le premier monarque de la terre, alora 
^ue les Anglois n'^toient encore counus que comme un 

peuple 

t See Bulletin Imperial^ 3cc. p. 33 et seq^ 
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Tbi9 letter cohfirans the man j( reports coi»» 
coming Buonaparte's brutal, indelicate, no- 

people de pirates barbares ; mais son g^nie pr^voyoit dejii 
les Olaux, qae le caractere ambttieax de ce peuple i^sec* 
voit au monde. 11 r^solut de lui mettre un frdin. A sa 
y<Ax, tous les ports se reinplisdent de vaisseatix;qiit Kstene 
'•enstaniiiimt ^uip^ & annA ; sen paTillon floite depuls 
rembouGhure da Hbre jasqn*k TElbe, & Boulogne de« 
■Tknf le eentfe de ses armenieitt inantikies. ^mi^ges 
'fappofts! ^tonnante simtlitade! ne^^difrok-on pasi c|iie jf& 
parle'de Tbittotie de no* jours ^ N^-je point repr^seat^ 
^sotie empevrar, ethmU eomme par not poovo^ inagi(|tte^ 
ties iiottes presqae soodaines* fermaal ^ reanetni coa»* 
man les porta £aA>pi^n«, depuis le Tibre jusqa'k la met 
Bi^quey mena^nt sans eesse, par les plus f^rmidablet 
armemens, les c6tes des parjures Bretons, 8c, du hautde 
Bon camp de Boulogne, ^branlant leur domination tyrafi* 
Bi^ue. Cliarles sfavbit, que vidncre n*est pas r^gner, qua 
sans loix il vTy a point de nation i sans religiea point do 
moenrs ; sans lea kttres & les arts point de poUtesse, point 
de v^i table grandeur. Ses cai»tulaires» monument pi^« 
cieux de ces terns recul^s^ atte&tant combien il 4toit sop^- 
rieilr a ses contemporains ; ^ sa pi^t^ sont dues la re« 
stauration des temples &ia pompe (les ceremonies saintea: 
enfin, ii aim9i» il cultiva les lettres, il encouragea les arta; 
& quelques portions de cette Basilique prouvent, que se3 
efforts ne fuient point infruetueax. Non moins grand 
guerricr que Chjirles, Napoleon n*est pas mqina grand 
y^islateur. Is C^ode-NapolcQa se place au-dessus i^ 

eapitulairea. 
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•g«iitleinaii<-like> and Violeiit bekftvtdor tMrttrds 
-kit wife. He i9 stated inore ttifto OQce^ ani 
for the most insignificant mistakes or trifling 
errors, not only to have\ffebuked her in gross 
language, but to have used her with low bru- 
tality by beating and kicking ber out of ,h^ 
^predeoccj and even sometimes,, ^a a panishr 



ires. Pwr Najml^cai m cqn^ In piyw^i]ta0nk fifi 
pe^t inr 1«» i|kiailstff«B ^uoeigneiir. Pac !«!»' k m^or 
I twaire a ^U cdov^ &.110IM i4vMaiQn daa% cett^ dp^iiilp 
avkgufte* lactil^hrsAion de& sainto iay%^e>4^aD^ la priie 
•caue adof^ qui partage son tr6ae> atu»ieiWU-<{ae>«l|ii>oSe 
Charles. Napol^a a mU sa coaliance dans le Diea de 
arm^est 8r qu^il a miiX quIaaA/ivi CHRBTiaH 8o«4 appaf* 
tsaoit la veritable otioias/* *> 

.••-"•'. . . . ■ ■ . . ',' 

9* Du^ JRrueiidor (24*A(xA(.) 

'< S« M. Vlmp^mtriee devoit quitter bier matin not 
muT^i & chacun 8*ffligeoit de voir 1« tcrme d'nn i^jour, 
'marqtr^ par taiit de bienfaits, lorsqu'avant-bler, Ji 9 heurcs 
"du 8oir, vtn courier, d^p^ch^ par S. M. rEmperenr, nous 
a apport^ la certitude, que S. M. I'lpip^ratrice attendra 
ici son auguste e|>oux, Le pr^fet de noire d^partemcnt a 
iait part hier dc cctte agn^able nouvelle a ox niaires de spA 
tessort^ par une lettre-circulalre con9ue en ces termes : 

*' Messieurs, S. -M. I'EiBperenr va visiter les quatre 
nouveaux departemens dn Rhin, &, sous cinq k six jours» 
Dous ^urons le bonheu^de le poss^der daus les mursi de 

cette 
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meptj confitied her to her room upon bread 
aitid wat^ for forty-«ight houfs. Had it not 
been for the ioterfbrence of his daugbter-in- 
law> (Uie^vedent Madame Loaiii Suonaparte^y 
for her tiiother^ itiii supposed he would either 
long ago have divorced^ op^ to avoid seandalf 
disp4ti3hed bei with a good ^dose of poison « % 



«/ 



eette Tille. . Cette ipnnde nouvelle est ptrvenuS hier au^ 
soir par un courier extraordinaire, aa moment m^me oik, 
le depart, annonc^ pour ce matin, de S. M. rimp^ratrie^^ 
r^pandoit le dttiil dans tons les eoeurt^ L^al^gresse des 
habitatistle c&ehef-Iieo est kion comMe; dk se r^pandta^ 
dans tocrttss le$ patties du depatteiACnt;-& je tte dotiHttT 
poini,. qtifi I^ !trtQoignage9 «ioUipli^9 de ibicareiHantv^i 
qyie 1^ cbef.augti&t^e de l*e^mpire p^pdigue )i Ge9 contr^e^^ 
ii'excitentune reconnoissance sam homes/* r 

*' S. M. rimperatric^, 8*^tant rendue, avant-hierau 
foir, aii th^dtrle, y fat accueillie par des acclamations ex- 
traordinaires 5f les cris longtems prolongi^s de vive Fern* 
pereur^ S. A* le Due jGmliaiJitkie* de Bavlire asiistoit h.^ 
c0tie rq)f^8eiitatioii': Tiog^nienxl Pieiifdy «direote«r de Uki 
troupe, ne laissa pas ^^happejr c^tte opcaMon,^^ ana aiipf ; 
able sc^ne improvise suivit la piece, intitul^e Les Yoya-* 
geurs on a beau meniir qui vieat de loin.** 

* See Ls% Nouvdkt-k la Main* the d^<drent numbers^ 
In a»l of Mcssttklt, year si, |». 7» No« III is allied, > 
that wbea awat with England was iAe? ttali^» BudnafNiffie 
flew into such a rage, that he not only beat^ friftk but i 

' • : kicked 
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She has been obliged to change all her formelr 
habits of life; to go early to bed^ to rise often 
before daylight^ to dine at hours she formerly 
breakfasted, add to devour rather than to eat^ 
because Buons^rte is always in a hurry to get 
ijp from the table. As to his pretended love for 
her in always slef^ipig with her^ it b nothing 
^Ise but a well-calculated manoeuvre for his 
{iersonal safety. A thousand Tittle things^ 
tending in appearance only to their comfort, 
are measures that suspicion, guilt, and fear, 
h^ve thought necessary and dictated for the 
preservation of existence. The empress has 
her ihstmctions, which are carefiilly attended 
to every night, and in every house where they 
chance to sleep. Under pretence of being 
fond of a good bed, she visits every mattress, 
has the bed made before her, and, after having 
convinced herself that no places of conceal- 
ment for re<vengeful or wicked persons are in 
the room, she locks it, puts the key in her 

tucked hit mother and sisters, viho for four days refused 

to see him. But a present of some miDions recon« 

ciled the wwihf members of the Buonaparte fiimiiy* 

Hie mother suffered, h<;wever, for sereral weeks from the 

luckonberfeig. 

jjocket^ 
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|Kkcket> and i;vhen supper is over glares it to her 
maid in waitings who opens the door^ enters 
vith her^ and, afiier assisting her to undress, 
xetires. Then another domiciliary visit is 
made, and the mattresses are again turned be- 
fore the ringing of the bell announces to her 
liusband that he may ent^er without danger* 
'Not confiding, however, entirely in the as^i 
sorance of hia wife, he begins and goes through 
a <general seareh before he undresses. As ca- 
price <Nr fear dictates, he varies his place inside 
or outside of the, bed, not only every nighty 
hut sometimes three or four times in thenight. 
By the bedside is always suspended his sword, 
under his pillow lays a dagger, and by the 
bedside' are two. double-barrelled and loaded 
pistols.* In .such a state of siege the mighty 
emperor and empress pass their nights. Is 
^andeur .worth possessing when it can only be 
acquired and preserved at the expence of hap- 
piness? The journal of one week of Buona- 
parte's life since an emperor would be the most 
Talnable gift loyalty could present to rebel* 
lion, and the best lesson lawful princes .could 
publish for the peru^^l of .ambitions, con- 
spiring, and treacherous subjects. 

^ JS^ BaUetin Imperial, ko. the pit&ce, p. ix> 
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^^ Bubnaparte^'^says a work ^ already quoted, 
'^ ufeies BO i^Btmint in ad^lressiag his own wife 
ia abuMve' langaage. He can publicly speak 
Uy her in the setenest uianaer if^ by chance, 
he does not improve of her dress or d<^port« 
ment, as beiag too free^ too improper, or uii*» 
becoming* live beaotiful Madame TalUen^ 
tlie intimate frietid qf Madahie Boonapaste, 
%hen bhce, after m somewhat long; absence of 
her husband, she appeared id a. visible state of 
pregnancy in her saloon, wUch was full of 
company, was Asked fagt .him, quite ioad and 
stevnly^ how she cottld dare to appear in that 
siimtian befom: his wifei and he then ordered 
hoi instahtly to leave dioroom. 
: ^* Th^ praietit wife of the mkiistcc Tailey* 
rand, who is reported not aiways to have acted 
the partdf a rigid prnde^udien Madame Grand, 
w«i5 complimenjted by . fa]a%- m^ her first intro- 

. ^ S^ Bis^mpQxkt^ and the French FeofJej &c. p. 4SS 
and 154. This becoming rigour does not extend to t^e 
morals of his sisters. Madame Le Clerc, in a state of 
pregnancy, twelve tnmths after ber host)and'*s death, not 
only shewed hersiilf at court, but was daily Visited by her 
brother. • Les Nouyelles ^ k Mainj Piairiiil* year xii« 
•^o. I. p. 3« 

doctioti 
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•4ttctibn iota tbe circle of; MadaiiiciBuonaparte> 
An thej{qllommg^m9LT\net: ^* J'espere que Ma*- 
^dameTnile^rand fer a oublicr 'Madame Orand/^- 
«The poor woman is said to hx^e answered i|i 
tthe greatest^oonfusion^ *^ that she would alwajis 
•be 'p£oud to 'follour.the example of Madame 
-Buonap^iFte/' ^If .Madame 'Tallejrr&nd had 
ebeen looked >upQn as sdady of. p^rts^ i her .aa<« 
itiiser ^mig|lt haVe beeii . thought a *witt j .one.^' 

SkwAi rAnecdotes enrinoe .thai tbe age .oi.vski^ 
^'vaky i8>gofae-i£cH- ;eyer, even in France^ <aiid 
«i;bat the ipetty..%a)n tiiaurper |is .merely.a poe^ 
tender to refinemeait.ofLniaan^*^^ as.w^Lasto 
noble achievements ; a tyrant in the drawing- 
room as well as in heading armies or presiding 
4n >cabinets; :It tecfik^ A^.m^n, of ano^er 
ittamp'jQf «f!liaracter 4x>'> polish the -language of 
^pstaATtSyapdlOiCdrrrot thiejpocaLi of j-ebek. 

of'V^th Jth6 &i;ocitj|ri (rf.a tiger ^nd>the onhaung 
-of^ fbpc^iMnaparstieuuiltes the ridipulous. pride 
of Ta^oapKieious-^andiiSpoiled.. child. His £^jr 
^g%i»it(EngiaqdyjwbidsLatt0tber thehumiliatijag 
ffs^fningof :ibraigniamlias3adoi*s,. nor the b^se 
fflattery 0f»<^i&'i»wa(«nisuialers> .^^oiild diminisli^ 
itbe <i^e;^b^ > promiaiogi i atuthe. .expeooe. Jdf 
'^noar; duty, ^axid^cooaBkaice, <.to '{dace^i^ 
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.crown of St. Louis iipon the head ' of the as- 
sassin of his descendant, immediately, calxned. 
The tears of the empress are dried up, and in 
-present caresses she forgets past sufferings as 
well as those awaiting her for the future. While 
•the ga6dy p^ytbing with which Pius VII. 
ihas consented to amuse by decorating the Iih- 
-perial baby, Napoleon th'Cf First, attracts his 
whole attention, his wife's whole study and 
-occupation are howto profit by this respite, 
how to enrich herself and her childpen, and 
-how to procure places uid. pensions to her re- 
latives^ frieads, and favouriles. 

'' Coble^tZi Sunday. 

• ^' How fortunate I am to announce to you, 
4ny dearly-beloved child, an unexpected and 
favourable change in my dear Napoleon. A 
^coiirier fiiom.^oD^e ba« biought biin the cer- 
tain intelligence of his holiness tbe Pope hav- 
ing at last consented to undertake a Joumey to 
prance during theAutuinnj to perform in perr 
^«on the ceremcMsy ^irf our. coronation. This 
•geiierous condescension on the part of .the 
IRoman pontiff has b^fsma balm on the woimded 
-sprits of myJittsbamd. He is now what h^ 

.. ' was 



JOSEPHINE BUONAPARTE. 51 

was to me last May. Though often agitated 
with real or imaginary apprehensions^ and 
troubled with the weight of affairs of state, he 
is unusually attentive to me as his wife, and 
confidential with me as with his sincerest friend. 
It would have been wrong in me to neglect pro- 
wling of this fit of good disposition and good 
temper to advance the private concerns of my- 
self, family, and friends. M arbois (the minister 
of the ti'easury) has already received orders to 
-pay into my hands, from the tribute of Spain, 
1,500^000 livres, 64,0001.; to Eugenius (her son) 
500,000 livres, £I,000l.; and an equal sum. 
to you. I gave him, before his departure- the 
•coast, a list of thirty- two persons allied or dear 
to me, for whom I demanded places as sena* 
tors, legislators, tribunes, prefects, &c. I have 
twice before, since be joined me, ajttempted to 
mention tlxis list, but his terrible frowns struclj 
me mute. This morning I was agreeably sur- 
prised when he informed me, during om* break- 
fast, that all my recommendations bajd' been 
attended to, except those of two persons, re- 
specting whom he asked me some qujBstions. 
Being satisfied as .to their attachment to bis 
person, he bade me write, and be signed my 

© 2 note. 
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toy dear Napoleon ? Just as I was finishing my- 
letter he entered my room, asking me to whom 
I wrote? Upon being informed that it was to 
my beloved child, he said - ^' Tell her, that 
from the day of my coronation I will increase 
lier and her brother's alloAvance with 600,000 
Rvres annually, and add to yours doable that 
sum in the year. How lovely he is when he 
cfauses ! I pressed him most tenderly in my 
ftrms,' assuring him that every minute of my* 
Existence should be employed to meditate his 
comfort. " From your -late patient conduct 
f do not doubt the sincerity of your prouiises,'* 
said he, giving me one of the sweetest kisses 
in his' life. If you mention to your husband 
%h(d late presently of Napoleon, bind him to 
secrecy, that his mother, brothers, and sisters 
may not hear of it. You know that they have 
all got enough, but nevertheless they never 
dease to tease him for more. 

*' Caffarelli (Buonaparte's aide-de-camp) h 
ordered to set out immediately for Rome, with* 
a letter from my husband to his holiness the 
Pope. As I am indebted to this respectable 
head of our church for all my present happi- 
ness, I have, with Napoleon's permissicm, join- 
ed 
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ed to his a letter of miin^^ expressing my lively 
ieeliugs' and sincere gratitude; Before I sealed 
it I gave it to my husband^ wlio said : '^ WelJ 
d6ae^ my drearest Josephine i..j'Ou are as.elor 
quent as tender." My dearest Josephines ! This 
is the fir»t time during seven mouths that I 
have been blessed with suqh an app^Uatioll. > 
. v",.Yo«.can form no kWa how I^apoleon re* 
^Ices at your present advanced statie of pte^r 
nancy. Should heaveu bless you.\yithauathef 
i>oy^ li diO not know whit .he will qotdo-foi^ 
.^roa;^ From bis eonvi3isation^ :! am. certain- 
that either y»ttr husband has no 8a8{]^cioosj oir 
that Napoleon has judged: them imfoundo^ 
and silenced them. He has not^teven wh^ 
angr^orinalUhunKiar^ tlirbwB out the mo^ 
-diBtaiit'hiiit.on; your accoqnt; . on the coi)trar]&, 
.he always speaks of you with the most tender 
•affection.; and I do not hesitate to ai&rm^ thaif^ 
i» case of reciprocal accusation^ he woul^ 
^M^itmc^ listen to you. than to your husband^ who 
'mu&t be^ well aware, of the power you possess 
over him^ and that it therefore is his interest 

* .On the 11 th of October (1804) Madame Louis Buona« 
parte was deUviered of another sooj called Napoleou-IjOuiB. 

to 
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to preserve peace and' good understandii%> 
were He even informed of intrigues^ whit^ it 
wiil be yourowa fault if he ever penetrates 
iflto. Be,' however; always on your gtiard. In 
your abtftnat and delicate condition * I know 
from ' e!Kperience that you eannai stand in need 
of ffittny eomoUrt or tie asristance of lovers to 
tnpply tMf absanee or negket of your husbands 
At pretfeni any efforts of yoqrs, from idleiKst 
or St heated imagination, to obtain pieasnve or 
lbr<<^ dttfiire,' mmy be injurious to yoor owfii 
Ik^feiHIS^ mid destroy the tdttw. A plaiif diet^ 
ftitnpl^ H^ttrisfameYit, oalming; and' oootmg 
li^llIU^^ Witfe lilodefate birt' ftreqvent es^extiat; 
Iff^ mor€ n^eesarjii for your wi^ifk^e thbc the 
fii9*dii^^ or embvtees ofallltbe most handf 
mm^, elegtt&r, andr powerftii faeao^ imtheimk- 
Vei'fi^. For my sake, aar well' as for yout oiraF^ 
if ire youi^ettV and do not indulge a- momen- 
tary gratification, whicli may cause etenial re* 
gl'eta Of rnstaint detftb. What would b^coflsto 
df me, of your brother, whom you love so 
• oflbi^tiotiately , was any passionate ctourd^io 

' * titr da&gfater was in iht ei^^vth dioiith'of hef pfeg« 
•HAicv it'hea tkisi maternol adviieQ was bestowed* 

or 



oj? ff^Usk (^^k^ %^ l»ef0av^ 09 ef PUT 9oh 
mtfp^tti Ton know tb^t. all th^ BnaQapfUftfift- 
&»wy ajM 4etec^ U9. P^|i€q4 upofi it^ that m^ 
impriKj/^Qpe oif yQQr« ^t thiti moment ms^y make 
yoii Qot on)y aUmviei^ but a madrJQidf); anil 
imt^i of liviug *^prid?> pres/erwr, wd pro- 
l^^lof of yomr iQp$b^r a||4 brqtlwr, 4ie Uaiei? 
^as^Q aoi ^H^ntimfef, Soip^ figw we^ll^ 
mor^ fiatiiepoejt aad vb^p price you lare safety 
dieUveied,. dei^tad upQii it that you ^hall agaiai 
&id ill me the ^ao^e iiiAtf in^igmt m4 ^4Q*: 
tioiiate mother aod'fri^Qld/' ^ 

Never a priuoes^ or a faviyaritjet mktf e^>f lu 
sQvereiga axi;9U)d whu wa« so^ ^agi^ to Hise' 
iif«ftUh«iid to'Oblaiii etrisi^r <ibipg astbe Bmpv0^ 
JnfepbtM* Sbr i^fi^yt #6(«pt$> aod ofiisfi i^ixit 
tOft»> presfiDAs or v^mi^y froooi all pcf »|n« who 
daioand Iter pr^tcoti^a^ or who owe to beir. 

their promotion8> plaoe8> or pousionsv 9bd 

bus b^ fi«^ friffo li^r ^ac^^ Q^io^ in tbe ^p- 
|tifia».&Q^ itbal: <)»f ^ 9«qa|ar \tp ibftt ^ f^c\^k^ 

• Sec ^alle^9 ' Imjacriftli Jkc. p. 43 ;et 9c<j. J/) ji nf)tff^, 
p. 4^^ it is said that ]VIadan^e'Conis h^d written with a • 
^nci} oix th<B latter p^n of this letter, *' An easy coun- 
Sit from an old woman of 46 to a j^oung person of 21.** 

1x5. fronis 
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from that of a cardinal to that of a ctifate. 
Vhe recommendation of a law-suit or the re-* 
le^tse from a state prison^ contracts for the navy 
or army^ or commissions for the colonies, have 
all their regulated prices in her imperial taritf. 
If this be contrasted with the unheard-of pro~ 
digality by which her husband enriches her 
children and his own brothers and sisters^ it 
can only be explained either by supposing all 
the French and Italian members of the fiunily 
infested with the meanest and- most insatiable 
avarice^ or by imagining in them a due sense 
of their precarious situation^ a design to be at 
A\ events {H^epared for the worst, and to pos- 
sess means to command respect from their 
affluence^ should they survive the destruction 
of the power of Napoleon^ to which alooe^ 
^and not to their talents^ they owe their rank 
and distinction. 

' Arrived at Mentz^ the empress and her hus- 
band found plenty of food for vanity^ as well 
as abundance of prey for cupidity. The oldest 
Itfgitimate reigning prince from age, and the 
jQttost respectable by character, the venerable. 
Elector of Baden, the grandfather of the Em* 
press of Hussia, of the Queen of Sweden^ and 

of 
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of .the EleetreBs of Bavaria^ had^ at fourscore^ 
by the unrelenting and barbarous Corsican, 
been forced to attend there. Instead of ob- 
mining redress in h?s rights as a sovereign for 
the outrage committed in. his territory by the 
9ei2ai:e of the Duke of £nghien> or any relief 
to his feelings as a oian) a friend^ and a chris* 
tian^ for the murder of this princely hero, he 
was under the necessity of danoing.attendance 
at the levees' of the assassin^, bowing in the 
drawing-room of bis strumpet, and waiting in 
the apti^^cfaambers of his ministers and satraps^ 
the instruments of his cruelty and the accom- 
plices of his guilt« The elector arch-chancel- 
lar,;though deserving^ on account of his Gallo- 
iliania>. less pity, was subject to the same in- 
sulting,, and,^ to his exalted station^ unbecom- 
ing, humiliations. Besides these,, many otlie^ 
inf<^rior German princes and npbles> their 
wives,, their sons, their counsellors^ and f^- 
vou(rues, loalunteeretl their- high rmak in th^ 
i^/^ pf jgnominy and degradation* within the 
ramparts of Mentz.- Here^ instead of being 
ashamed of their baseness,, they seemed proud* 
pf their infamy. . :Tbe revolutionary empress- 

faithful Fyy 



heroes of the gen^albgieif of sixteen Mirt1l#ieyi. 

^' Meniz, W^dMidajf^ 
^' The jooriidy ttbxn CoMmtt> betor^ dilld, 
though through at wild coitntry^ &n bad f Md9^ 
imd amoftg a people with whoie language I 9tx^ 
unacquainted^ was, nevertheless, very agreeable*. 
As usual, I was feasted, every wherfe^ eompii- 
Aiented every where, addressed evifpy ivhere^ 
J)etitioned every where, and prayed fbf etery- 
^here. Every where they did the bfefttitt theii- 
pbwer to please me ; arid beittg the dbject^f ali^ 
llieir attentions. It would ill become me to blAme 
well meaning ignoraftcb, 6r to hbid gdbfl fti^- 
tentionsup to ridicule. If^ppy ifa knowit»g itijr 
JJapoleott content, perfcns, cw well as things,, 
nhewied themselves to Hie in an agreeable foartn^ 
in an enchjftrtiiig view. Rag^ inspired nie with^ 
BO disgust, precipices with bo f(^ar, anill tlife 
darkest forests with no melancboW. AM nn*. 
ture seemed to danee rouiid <6e, ^tUd I taeArHlJr 
irhared in the general-joy. 

*' I believed that I had se^n at Alr-la-C^-^ 
pelleehough of the p^idetind iiiedmitesfe,*ostetl- 

. talioB. 



Ut^S&k and pdr^rty, dttiMtioil flf(<| k»teeiljtfV 
bf iotH^ 6f ibe great folks h&m the ^eher mdt 
of the Rhine, W judge tolerably erf ibeir na^ 
tiofla) '{Character ; btit ttie seene presented t^ n^ 
here k Hot only new Hud variegated, b»t siir^ 

t 

passed what th<^ most fertile imagination can 
invent^ and tbe most inventive geniuft imagine 
or produce. When I am Burrdnnded by my 
German vkntofs here, I think myself, from their 
dress, gait, and manners, among oar fai^bion* 
able- gentry of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
eenturics,'8o.dHFerent are they from the formeir 
e^uniers at Versailles, and from ours at. the 
IPhtiHleries. 

** Nb person can h^- introduo^ to IM or 'to 
Ifte empei'or whhont previonsly HaVkig proved 
ta Tfttleyriind, that fx4rta his birth ov r^nk be k 
Wbrifty of suek'an honovtr. This etiquette wa«s 
ifeeessary, to prevent hundreds ^ German 
«ar#^r^*san8ciil6tte and sanaeulotte-^tfimns^'tliou- 
tends iSit beggarly Gei^iin patriots) iHuminatt^ 
and 6i!her r^oltttitmists, tritlkout pH>bity> as 

9 

-wMl €£9 withbutcap^tetty, f)-om« intVwdiag ilpoti 
as ; and under pretence of having plotted or 
HrrltleU fac.lbe Frrach Jrevolutionj demand 
xewards^ claim pensions,., and ask fojr proteo- 

tion. 
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tioB and support iii their preseiit plots agfuast 
their own sovereigns* Five wBggou, loads of 
this patf4otic or rebi^llious crew were^ by ^our 
police commissary^ exported early tl^is jau)^aiog 
to Cassiel.''^ The patnotum of the yil^ Irish 
raggamuf&Ds in our pay^ has perfectly cured 
JSapoIeon of all iacUnation to eacoiuage pa«> 
triots of otiier countries to settle in France^ 
I aim therefore sure to converse here only with 
gens comme il/aut, who all, how^V;er, tajce.care 
to let m^ undeist^nd that ih/ey air^ so. Af;er 
two minutes conversation with th^-young prince 
of S; he said^ ^^ My ancestors h^ve loug.be^a 
attached to France, they even fought under 
Su Louis- in Palestine. '' The exnphasia^ 
with which he spoke;, convinced me that be 
<>nly rep^ajted.a,lesson of hisvam mammfi^J, 
therefore, perhaps rather maliciou4y> deter- 
mined to ^umble^ not him hut his pi^ceptor. 
'^ Sir,'- observed I, '^: being all d^cei^.^ts 
fram the pame p^rent^^ Adam> I am.M^iined^tp 
think, that we have all the same ai)n\hf r of a^i- 
cestors, and thatiew, if anyifaipilieseixist, that. 

* Cassel M opposite Meatt, oh the QihoM sidi^ of the 
Rhine. ' J ' . , » 

had t 
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had not some of tbeir former membera Who, 
from an abt&urd fanciticism^ fought or bled m^ 
the pretended sacred wars/' He seemed <?on* 
fnsed^ and I have not since heard of the boast- 
hig of ancestry^ or the exploits- of ances^ 
tors. : ' 

** I wish that I could persuade my Napoleon' 
to show himself above the prejudices in favour 
of birtbi and declare to all these proud and 
pompous idiots who glory in the merits of 
others, having none themselves: '^ I Napoleon 
the First, Emperor of the French, 8tc. &,c» am 
the son of an humble sansculotte : yon, with 
your brilliant and ancient parentage, are all at 
my feet, my petitioners, nay, my valets. It 
depends upon me to make you sovereigns, or 
to continue you tny slaves; to indemnify yo«r 
cringing with a principality; or to commisentte 
your poverty, by giving yoa, from.charhy, 9, 
commission iii my corps of giiifides. I do not 
ask who were your forefathers, but what are 
your own acbievemfettts^to deaetve the rank you 
desire, or the property tfftec wbioh you seem so 
greedy/' JDafortunately, my husband is as 
pfDiid of His nobility, as any Oerman^ ' A Ba« 
variidi fhiloiopher^ taking advantage of tbi« 

weak 
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wmk atfb of biS) presented bim vitb a cicmtfr 
H^enealogy^ wbieh makes it dear at-day^ tba% 
tbe BaoBupartes wer^ aeveabuodred year^^ag^ 
neb and powerful nobles ia Tuscany. My Naf* 
pcdeon rewards^ like an einperor. Fiva bim* 
dred louis dfors were given the Bavarian foe 
Ilia diseovery. Anelher German genius has^ 
offered me to prove that my family naxne^ 
de la Pagerie^ originates from a favourite, page- 
•£ Charlemagne^ a thousand years agOj oneof' 
wbose descendanU was aide-de-^amp to Co« 
Inmbus in his discovery of America^ and h^nca 
#ar posseissionsjn tbe West Indies. I d/eclined: 
the honour^ and with the lu8s of ten louis> got^ 
rid of a forger^ fool^ and impostor^ and my. 
anceslary remain in $tatu qua* Far be4t firoa^' 
awt,, however, to blame the emperor ^ be baa- 
too great- a soul, not to despite, all artificial 
grandeur* Policy^ in present crrcun»stances,. 
asast require that be shouM qondesc^i^ ta» 
•aKint bkth any tbtag.. 

'^How yon would have smiled with coBi<*- 
tsmpt or ptty^ bad you witnessed tbe behaviouirr 
at die* easperer'a re<yiew> or in my. circ^j of 
these bii«b«-{)rood geatry ! Tbeir rivalry to* 
every one of bis wocdi^ and to oatd^v 
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mf^y one of bk look«^, was. truly lidfoalont* 
As at a word of comiaAild^ or a given sigoa], 
they w«re ail ready to faint when be frownedjt 
and to hiiecsl when be smiled*. Youi witL cour^ 
ckute^ from thts> tteit' the brdAcbes- of the«^ul^^ 
faktion^famUy cnre yery extensive; and bitve tab^iit 
1*001 on the right as w^i aa*ai) th0 letV side> Qf- 
^lUiiiiei 

'' My campaign on'the/banlMiri^tbis SMPseP'baa 
beefT'SOccessftil beyond my moi^t sMgnine e«r^ 
pect a uo d. Not only hij? coffers ure ihU«« bii4 
Sanle i^ .ob^ bis way tK^ Pvarisr wkb goedr biUs :of 
dsofani^^ioewiils^aififfieleii^ t<» < i a fc en |h|g moat 
^reeiDns*eiiiH««r anApanshaaeft itt> the je^iMllenir 
ebopv^bbth'iB tii^Palim Roj/jibJv ieiFlhe'Riie St* 
Hotnoey and oh> l!he Qfti^'<Of^irlti« 'HMUlbr 
lOR.iiiji NiijioKiMt, ,1 ha^e^ jpe^ljg alseadj^ glH 
theiwd aad^ bdnsed heife a* go^dAH bar vei*< . K 
hdt/ Btivcarthfel^sa^ e<Mrt himn^thlbig; but^ pre^ 
niseei whtoh <;hitt:e, .fortune^, and tiineyme(j| 
earry idta^ eff^ot^ or .make impvacticeUe (o^ 
lidMr* Bnt I . am* wit tba only etoe who he* 
pvci&tcd by kis^ goodmaitijiiie, TaUeyraodaiiA 
bi» agent, by their polkical transactioosj^. an4 
Fottoho' and his- agjent^ bjr tbetv adroitness a4 
tbd gmnUiilg. tables^ hit^e not olify toi;i^]^ 

empitedk 
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emptied the pockets 6f tlic poor Germiuis; bol? 
have extorted bills whieh' they will burdly be 
able to pay, and mortgages wliichy if paid^ 
will ruin their posterity fdi* ages. I»«lofnot ap- 
prove of such selfish and • interested acts, so- 
contrary to th^ laws of btJspitality; dnd to the 
known French genetosiiy* • 

^^ Yesterday I passed a very utipleasitog 
quarter of an hoor. With aa irony of which 1 
well knew- the meanhtg^^aii \t&U 'as the^iygen> 
il*y h\isbafld said to iijf^, '*' Ooant de.Iw**^^;,^*^^ 
I ^are say; is "not d fevourite of yoxat^V-l I idi»^ 
l€ctly asBUmed thooe Iook« ot innocence whieb 
you have w> often admirfd^ answeriisg^ /fx that 
the count bafd ind^d twiice. obtaiEied\iiJk:un{ine 
fvrivaie audiences, ^but^&hjwihoie banM^aDsalioQ 
mrtied on one ^smgle t&fiij <lM>w(^>i^f6ugh;iigi 
#lcommeiidati0n> to gshK^bar^'kihd'sasiMUMa 
t6 lie elected a <;oadjultor te his .imcle, .the 
elector arch-chancellor. My dear, i aretovted 
be kindly, su^ch a step would ahenate^ftiDiip^Bia 
Austria, with wImned^ for ^bevtain* r^atons, lio^st 
ior a ytar or too, ^Itveiapon.. goal terms;, bm 
Count de L — i— <>^4s an. insinuating man> and 
ihialieiouff t<»igue»»are rery busy; I dierefioore 
ll^Ye a8ke4 bis uncle to send him back to Ka«i. 
*^ 'A • tisbou« 
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thbon. He fixed his eyes on me to discover 
if this step vexed me; fortunatelyrthe count 
had, by n confidential frieftd, informed me of 
It ; and I therefore said with indifference, '* so 
much the better, I arn glad to be delivered from 
his importunities/' You see that the dsembn 
of jealousy still soinetimes torments him ; thiti 
m^kes me remember the fable of the dog 
and the hay-staclc. Two persons only knew 
ef ttiy secret iriteiTiews With the count : uhcerJ^ 
tain which of them has betrayed vAey I am 
tmderthe necessityy and shaH take the fiVst op* 
Jyortanity, of dismissing them both. I pay 
my attetid^nts too well, to let want tempt them 
ta sell themselves to my hu8band> and become 
his spies on me.. Upon the whole, hd^epetj 
the emperor is wfell satisfied, aiid of more event 
temper than he has beeri.for a long time. And 
can he be otherwise, having the Pope's' pro*^ 
mise to crown bim an emperor of the French, 
the certainty of feeing, when he likes, pro- 
claimed a king of Italy, and even an infnlliblt- 
(>rospect of one day uniting with these diadems 
the imperial crown of Germany ? * ^ 

" You know, my beloved child, that we are 
such machines^ that when the mind i» not at 

ease^ 
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eiise^ tbe body alwap &ufi«rs* Restore jbapirfw 
uesa and tranqoillit;^ of. soul, cor{)oreal com-^ 
plalats. will sooiii cease. My he^th is now 
better than it has been for yeai% ^ Doctor Ma-* 
poleon has cuxedane entirely; ' 

'^ ^Q\u 9Lpfiro9ichifig,aceouebem€nt will basten 
ouTi return to tbis caf^L I. shall present yoii 
a colieeUoBjt rase in its kiady o£ up^n^ards o{ 
five hundred ptoems,, addresasd to- me bly th« 
l^ts on.botl;^ sides of: the Bhiae* Be8ehanipji< 
is armnglng them> and adding; notes^ to them. 
They may serve as models fer poetieal' flat' 
terers of all couiUries^ acid, of aU ttinesi.. I^fif 
exi!^avagance. or absurdity,,, I. am cQa#uu:ed> 
will be an entertainmes^. (^, yous daidiig'^ tb« 
^m»^yjfm. are oblig^ to ll«6p your Imd. I em^ 
^Muse yyoii ail d&ction»leiy.f -* 

l4 miist malii^ everji insipAriial ofesenrev^ $» 
well- as^ every fxiend. of rational fr^edotn, reuoii 
to think that in France, peraons> oatiie emi?«- 
nence where Madame Buonaparte is., seated^ 
alone seem to discover the littlenetss of ihor 
world below, and the folly or wickedness of 
those who try, by every art and vilenes8,.to. soa» 

* See BiifleiiD' Im gcsial^^te. fNigs 5^ ci ssq. 

abote: 
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above their fellows. The tyrant is less to be 
blamed for bis oppression and despotism, Jf, 
from beii}g encompassed by base, sellish, 
shameless flatterers i^nd hungry slaves ;~if^ 
' "by being greeted by an abject rabble, dreadeS 
and belied by all, as far^a« his eyes can reach, 
he despises mankind, and judging them 'after 
Trenchmen, he thinks them incapable and un- 
'worthy of genuine liberty. By such homage^, 
execTably offered him, by mean and contemp- 
tible beings on all sides, and not interrupted 
iiyH>De sitfgle sound of reproach or just remon- 
^rance, the intoxicated fortune's tool loses 
iiimself, and forgets that by terror he has sti- 
fled the voice of truth. Was there a man found 
in his extensive dominions who had spirit 
und patriotism enough to speak out ? Itlooks, 
howevcr,.asif the moral depravity of Buona- 
parteV subjects has banished from among them 
all eneigy, and excluded from their bosoms all 
iipnotrrable sentiments. Such is, in conse- 
quence, their degraded condition, that the 
most resolute among the brave, and the most 
artfol among the cunning,* will now bend their 
knee to the tyrant, whose fury inflicts' an equal 
punishment on the man who spoke freely, or 
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the bravado who drew his dagger on the pa- 
triotic writer^ or the dastardly conspirator^ who 
"with eager and revengeful looks> is more, watch- 
ing for the moment v^hen he can poison or stab 
the patriot than dispatch the assassin. Never- 
theless, if the daring, and hitherto prosperous 
usurper be not the, most crafty among the 
insidious, the most watchful among the sus- 
picious, and the quickest to punishment among 
the revengeful, he will not bejjecure against 
the embrace of a treacherous Judas, who may 
give the signal for his destruction. Nay, be 
he ever so vigilant and observant, still he may, 
in the pretended embrace, meet his doom. He 
knows it, — Dreadful existence ! 

On her return to Paris, the empress was 
chiefly occupied to arrange her dresses, and to 
regulate the fetes for her coronation. Her 
whole wardrobe was renewed, and after many 
long consultations with her husband, and with 
Talleyrand, and Segur, another ceremonial 
was ordered to be introduced, and another 
etiquette to be observed at her court, as well 
as at that of the emperor. It was determined 
that no person, except Buonaparte, not even 
her son or daughter, could address her singly 
with the appellation of '' Madame,*' without 

adding 
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tedding iiiiaiiedLateI)% " your imperial majesty .*f 
No person, except the m<{mbers of the imperial 
family, could for the future be admitted at hey 
table, atid t&ey ofily when invited. . The dis* 
tance' between her chair and theirs should al* 
wfiyr. be tfour French ' feet. They were not to 
l)peak but when asked, and their annwi^rd were 
to be short and respectful. Under. {)ain of inr 
tnrring the empress's displeasure, they were 
prohibited ^vcr to. smile in her presence, and 
should they forget- thejr duty so much as to 
laugh, they exposed tliemselves to be forbi^ 
the court, itnd even to h^ exiled. They could 
never ^ii down in a room with her without first 
l>eing permitted, or ordered to do 50.^ Even 
if invited to her private parties, they were to b^ 
in fall dress. ' All conversation, or even whis- 
jieriogi^among themselves, at. her court must be 
laid aside^all their attentions should be to pay 
ibeir divoiv^ and homage to th^ir sovereign^ 
Ifom whom tb^y were never. to withdraw their 
look^/which were to accompany her in all her 
turns <ir movements, observing always to face 
ker^4 . The princes and princesses^ of the blood 
were commanded, in entering or leaving the 
empress's apaftments, to make thifee haws or 

courtesies 
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courte5ie8 in no less time than a jtninute^ 
alwajs stooping as low as^if *herm<LJe9ty per* 
mitted ■ diem to kiss Jier hand* The g^oators^ 
and all other public fuactionams^ together 
T^rthiHrefeets^ colonels^ ibishops^ and judges, 
^fnth^theirwives^shottkl laake the^MVie uumr 
her of bows and couitQsies^but as. low. 9s hff 
najesty^s'icnees^ «nd in.no less time than t^«o 
ininut<$. All o4her ^penons ^f inferior X9n}^ 
%^ho .were ttdtnitted at conrt^^honld make their 
bows and <courtesies rather lawer ;and in .a 
kneeling - position <upoQ one ^knee^ in ^vbicfa 
position they ^should -remain umil^her unajeatj 
^ave them a signal to stand upright. 'Ho, 
gentleman of an inferior rank to that of a 
colonel'coiild'k^s her, nrajesty's hand^^and iiio 
lady of less distinction than the wife.«f:ia 
general of brigade «oiild ha^e.lhat iiooour. 
With regard to foreign ambassadors^ ;their 
iadies^ and countrymen <$f ronk^^^he sune 
etiquette wou:d be observed ei>. atrtfae 'ConitB^of 

the empresses of-Germany and-ofdinssHt* 

/^ he ha rpromisedy^gur reeniitod .petaons 
fer the difl^rent offieesiaad f>laees)Qt(her contt. 

t 

Beinf 
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Being unsacoessful among the i?«ench nobility 
upon the whole^ he filled the vacancies with the 
ladies of some German nobles of the provinces 
on tlie Prench s^ide of the 'Rhine, and i^sortad 
even to women nameless^ as well as shameless 
and dbgracefHl. By the side of Madame 
©'Arberg, by birth a German countess, iigures 
^therefore Madame Lasnes, who was picked up 
by her husband in a brothel, and Uved with 
him as. a mistress fortwo years before ^he was 
divorced from his former wife to marry her^ 

The following ifi the ofBoial listof persons or 
both sexes in the ^principal places' at tlie em- 
|)ies&'s court,- and <of her household: 

The;firsf Almoner. 
M. Ferdinand .de Rohan, late archbishop of 

Cambray.* 

Maid 0f Honour. 

Madame Cbastule la Rochefoucault* 

Lady in ' Waiting. 

'Madame Lavalette. 

r 
I 

* This is the «fnnc 'rerolatrotiary -prdisite whom the 
rebels at Liege dented ^rthair prince iM&hOp in 1790. 
^itoL. I. £ Ladies 
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Ladies of the Palace. (Dames du palais.) 

Madame Dehicay, Madame Lasnes^ 

Madame Remusat Madame Duchatel, 

Madame Baude de Madame Seran, 

Tallouet, Madame Colbert, 

Madame Lauriston, Madame Savary, 

Madame Ney, Madame Octave Se- 

Madame D'Arberg, gur. 

First Chamberlain, 

The Greneral of Division Nansouty. 

Chamberlains. 

M. de Beaumont, intioductor of ambassadors. 

M. Hector Daubuson la Feuillade. 

Master of the Horse. 

Senator Harville, 

Equerries. 

Colonel Foul-er, 

General Bonarde de St. Sulpice. 

Secretary. 
M. Deschamps. 

Council. 

The council of state pf the empress's household 

is composed of 

The maid of honour. 

The lady in waiting. 

The 
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Tlie first ehamberlaiQ, 
The master of the horse. 
The lord chamberlaia of the emperor's 
, household, M. Claret de Fleurieux, a couft- 
sellor of state, and the empresses secretary 
Deschamps.* 

All these grea^ matters, of great consequence 
for a revolutionary court, were hardly adjusted 
and finally promulgated, when the empress 
was ordered to accompany her husband in a 
revolutionary pilgrimage to Fontainebleau, to 
meet a trembling pontiff, whom the treachery 
of bribed counsellors had sent to France, there 
to dishonour his grey hairs, by becoming the 
sacrilegious tool of un atheistical usurper, the ' 
most wicked of men, the most unprincipled of 
vagabonds, the most audacious of upstarts, and 
the most atrocious of tyrants. 

The manner in which Josephine was selected 
and blessed by his holiness ; how she confessed 
her sins and obtained absolution; how de- 
voutly she kneeled, how piously she prayed ; 
_ « ■ '■ • 

* See appendix of Bulletin Imperial, 3cc. pages g and 
10. 

£ 2 how 
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how she reformed her habits, silenced her pas- 
sions, and quieted her conscience; how she 
edified by her example, and seduced by her 
edification, and how her confessor was near be- 
coming her admirer, are all those sacred and 
family secrets, of which the less is said the 
better. What is known, and can be no injury 
to her honour to make better known ; what 
ca.n neither hurt her viJ'tuoUs character, nc^r 
give any scandal to the morals of those t^/r- 
iwoMS people she governs, is, that her 'virtuous 
arid magnanimous husband, the same day that 
she returned to Paris, sent one of his InlHtary 
aids-de-camp first to the Temple, and 'ftota 
thence to Cayenne, upon suspicion that he had 
been an uninvited domestic and conjugal aid^ 
de major.* 

Whether this anecdote origitiates in authen- 
ticity,, or is invented by envy or malignity, it 
is an undeniable fact, that near two months 
.elapsed before the tender-hearted Napoleon 
could' forgive his no less tender-hearted moi^ly 
^me supposed mistake. It may be, that the 
many anonymous and threatening letters with 

* See Les Nourelles ^ la Main, Nivose, year xiit* 
Vo^ tl. page ^ 

which 
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which rehitives and friends, rivals or enemie^ 
amused themselves to torment his revolutionary 
majesty, kept up his imperial sansculotte-^ 
anger, troubled his innocent soul, and per- 
turbed his pure heart ; but even on the glorious 
2nd of December, 1 804, the day of the solemn 
mockery of his mock coronation, he was cross^ 
fearful, ill-humoured, and agitated. He looked 
suspicious and agonizing; treating his dear 
Josephine as if he intended to vent all his 
wrath upon her for dreskding assassins, for ex-* 
pecting death, or apprehending a gibbet. With 
looks more than words he worried her, teased 
her, provoked her, and insulted her, even ia 
the presence of the revolutionary pontiff, his^ 
revolutionary cardinals and clergy, and of all 
the foreign, princely, a^d noble revolutionary 
amateurs. During a ceremony of eight hours, 
poQr Josephine was in an uninterrupted fever.* 
She trembled for fear her imperial husband 
should be murdered in the church, or that he 
\yould murder her at their return to the palace ; 

* In a note of Bulletin Imperial, &c. page l66, it ts 
stated, <* that Josephine's fear spoiled her coronation 
robes, and (bat her fever was smelt by those officiating at 
the altar, as weU as by those serving roiuid her throne."' 

that 
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that she or he would cease to outlive that very 
clay that they were inaugurated to reign ; that 
the celebration of their coronation would be 
changed into a funeral j^ervice ; their imperial 
throne into a funeral pile; and that the pontiff, 
put into requisition to organize their elevation, 
would be prevented even from pronouncing 
their apotheosis.* 

This explains why all the principal perform- 
ers at the cathedral of Notre Dame at Paris, 
were so little at their ease en that ,^reat occa- 
sion, giuI wliy they couimtttcd no many bltrn^ 
ders. Eveti at their return to the Thuillerfes, 
they looked at each other; they gaped; they 
stared with surprise, with astonishment. Their 
silent loquacity seemed to pronounce. Am I 
alive? Art thou alive? Is he alive? Are we 
alive ? Are you alive ? Are they alive ? After 
having for ten minutes first passed each oth^r 
in review, and then nearer reconnoitred each 
other, they became more confident of present 
existence, if not tranquil about its future con- 
tinuance. Their dinner, however, passed over 

* f'ce Lcs Nouvelles a la Main, Nivose, year xii. 
No. IV. pages 4j 5, and 6, 

without 
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without any appetite; their concert without 
relish ; their illuminations were unnoticed ; 
their fire-works unregarded ; their supper un- 
touched ; their night restless ; troubled with 
dreams, plagued with remorse^ and terrified 
with visions, which for once made the imperial 
couple conclude that thrones arc more ieasily 
seized by guilt and fraud, preserved by force 
and crime, than occupied with tranquillity 
and real enjoyment. "^The most elevated, they 
were also the most miserable in their empire.* 

The next day a council of conscience was- 
held, at which the emperor and the empressy 
the pope, six cardinals, four archbishops, and 
three bishops, together with the ministers- 
Talleyrand and Portalis, assisted. This lattec 
acted as secretary. Many cases of conscience 
and conscientiousxases were that day proposed^ 
debated, discussed and settled, during a sitting 
of six houiig. The principal determination was, 
that another marriage-ceremony was absolutely 
necessary to make Napoleon and his Josephine 
lawful husband and wife. It was acknow- 
ledged that they, as well as all other inha- 

♦ Bulletin Igaperial, &c. pages 17i?and 173. 

. bitants 
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Ibhaots of France^ "who had been coupled \o^ 
gether accordmg to the leroluticmary laws^ 
>rere not married iit this world, though they 
run the risk of being damned in the next. 
To avoid, however, numerous law-suits, with 
fatal and cruel consequences both to parents 
and children, it was resolved to keep this de« 
termination secret. But^ according to tha^ 
Pope^s requisition, Portalis was to write con* 
fidential letters to all French prelates, that they 
might send monitories to the clergy of their 
liioceses, exhorting them to make it a scruple 
to confess, or at least to absolve those of their 
]parisbioners who have been married since I793ji 
And refuse to re->marry again according to the 
rites of the Roman catholic church.* 

To set an example of submission to the de«> 
trees of his holiness. Napoleon Buonaparte ami 
Josephine de la Pagerie, widow of Viscount de 
Beauhamois, were re-married on the 6th of 
January^ 1805, and Piqs VIL gave them thQ 
nuptial benediction in his private chapel of the 
Pavilion of Flora, in the palace of the Thuil- 
leries^ twelve years before inhabited by the 

* Bulletin Iin{>erial, pfijfe 184. 

harlot 
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Barlot who was worshipped by t^ie truiy re- 
UgiQifjii French republicans as a .G.pddess pf ' 
Reason. The act of marriage was signed by 
.the pope^ by the elector, acch-chanc^Uor 9f 
Germany, and by eight cardinals^ wi^' tb<^ 
differejit princes of the JJuonaparte bloods, The- 
former and aiunicipal wedding of ;tbe in[3Q€;][|ar 
^ouple, had, on the 8th of March, 1796, be^a. 
celebrated with. different pomp^Jii the presence 
of person? Af different descriptions* The mu- 
nicipal officer apd .Septeimbr,iser Panis» had 

joined their immaculate hands, and the butcher 

•*t .' ..J 

Septexp^briser and regicide Legendre, the Sep- 
tembri^r and regicide Tallien, and the^regici^e- 
;£^rviscoant Barras had j^igned themxmicipal' 
,r£gisters qs wit^ess^s of tl^eir union> wprth>v 
and affectiop. Jprom the iall ,qf ijhie nmnica-- 
pality, they went to dine in the.then directorial- 
,j>^ace pf the Lyx^mbourg, where JB?«?ras pre-^ 
seQted Buonaparte with. l^is wife's fortune, tlje- 
Qommission as commander inchief of the army 
of Italy.. In.a weekafterwards, Madame Buo— 
aaparte was delivered of a. still-JborcL childr^- 
a dead-bora Barras 1*^ 



f» -> 



4ateSj page S14, . la s^ note ot th« BuUetia ItnperiaU is 

|L^' afiumect; 
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Much might be said on these curious' occur- 
rences, and many conclusions drawn not ho- 
nourable to our age, to the parties, and parti- 
cularly to the nation that has suffered, and still 
suffers itself to be the play-ball of every villain 
in power, of his interest, vices, and passions. 
But discussions of such a nature appertain to 
historians : they require too wide a space for 
the biographer. 

As soonas Napoleon's and Josephine's new 
marriage was performed, Joseph and Louis 
Buonaparte, Bacchiochi, and Murat, and all 
Other relatives of the Buonapartes, were re- 
married by the Pope. Even Talleyrand w&s 
suddenly seized with scruples which his holi- 
' ness alone could remove, and the ex-bishdp 
was also for a second time married to his chdste 
spouse. The fashion of re-marjying afterwards 
spread quickly among the French republicta 
tiger-monk ies. It was a golden harvest- time 

affirmed that Madame Buonaparte in coining -froiAAi)^- 
la-Chapelle after her fecond wedding with NapoleoD, 
said to Madame Rem usat, 'lit is with my husbands as 
with the trinity. The three are but one.'* 'The revolu- 
tionary emperor*8 impotency with wombit w prorcfbial 
in France* - • •.>-*'* 

' ^ for 
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'i 
for the French clergy* Those of all classes of 

.Frenchmen, whom motives of religion did not 
influence, were, to avoid ridicule or contempt,, 
under .the necessity of imitating their neigh- 
bours, whom faith sent to the altar. It became 
in the highest degree uni^shionable to live to- 
gether, without a new wedding, and it is well 
known, that fashion sways every thing among 
the fickle and corrupted French* Within six 
months, 52,000 couples were re-married at 
Paris and in the department of the Seine, and 
a hundred times that number in the different 
^provinces. What a people !* 

The feasting and dancing usual, on such oc- 
casions entered not a little into this matrimo- 
nial rage. Nothing was heard of in France^ 
fcom January to March, 180*5, but wedding- 
dinners and nuptial -balls. It may easily be 
guessed that Buonaparte did not interrupt the 
rejoicings of his slaves, as loiig as they did not 
attempt to shake off the yok^ or complain of 
the weight of their fetters.. No. public feast 
was, however, given at the Thuilleries on this 
occasion, but Josephine was permitted to invite 

» See Bulletin Imperial, Sec. page 201 . 
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to a piivate or family baH at Malmaisom^ h^^ 
brothers, sisters, amd some sekot favourites. 
A ti'ifle here cairsed a coolness b<btweett him 
and his 1)rotber Joseph, and bis «9t6r the Prtil«> 
xjess Santa Cruce, He siiJ)posed ^r suspected 
them df not harmg admired his adrokaess ia 
■dancing, and his complacency *to danoe with 
|iersons whom he regarded so ■miich beneadi 
%[im* The fact was, bovTever, that Bocwiapartfe 
Iravrng learned to dance at the common winc- 
^OQses rn Corsica, is a Tory ankmird dancer; 
und in seeing him jump about, tread upon the 
feet of his partner, kick one neighbour, tear 
lihe dress of another, and put afl in confusion^ 
'it is more difficult to refrain laughing than to 
•express admiration. At all these bstlls, where ' 
"he thus has exhibited himself, the pleasure ex- 
pected has 'been changed into disappointment. 
To many persons, orders of exile, mandats et 
imprisonment, and condemnations to tran&- 
portation liave shortly followed his cards of in- 
vitation, lie is a tyrant in the Imll-room tts 
Well as every where else i and truth is ex-* 

* See Bulletin Imperiftl^ page SOS, and Les NottfeIie» 
tk la Maiif, V^Dto9e»> yetir xiii. No; IV. pi^ 14. 

-eluded 
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tSfided> aad ^s^ofi^tnon sinise saaifi^ he laid aside 
tkere^ as well fts at his myiUHry revie.ws or'-' 
diploflialic )erQe$» Numfaem of anecdcxtes .(toe* 
reiafed and hare been published^ .an this 9ub*- 
ject^ <even when be unis a&st «on^. 

la the winter ^ I'tOSj MadiMne Buonapacfe 
Ixad ta •attiatl ))aity ad^ Msfknaison^ where he veo^ 
tured to ^«nGe "with his dear step-daughter,. 
Madame lietrb Sooeapart^. . ^ usual, iiis>- 
'perFormance "was ^ridieulcme, -aBd, «a8 usual, he- 
ioand aii e|>portu0ity of shewing ^bis despotic 
«nd unfeeling heart. When k can^ -into hi*, 
head ta dance, he took ofThi^ swovd end oiTepedr 
it to the next by-staud^ withmH looking at 
1311111. This- person ^happened qnfortunately. to. 
%e a -man of birlh and an officer of rtkuk, who- 
thought It against the -point 'Of bcmour to ao-- 
Tept*it, and "therefore stej^ed back to wait tilL 
'One of the 8er¥a0ts might eome and <take>it;. 
Observing this aet of becoming i^nity, .the>. 
Corsiean usurper h>ohed at the aflfkief; stetnly^ 
«nd :said in ^ .terrible ^hoarse kkfoA x& yaxkQ^^ 
^Maw ouil Je^me si4is%i!eM>lrompfe/* UeitheU: 
made a sign to. Greneral 'Xa Grange, op whose 
readiness he could, depend, and gave him the 

awprd^ which diis triiiger snatched with great 

eagerness. 
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dagerness. When- the too puDcttlious' office 
returned home he already found aja order, by 
which he was directed to depart on the ne:s;t 
day for St. Domingo. La Gmnge, pn the 
other hand^ was made a. grand ^ofiicier of the 
legion, of honour, and in 1805 obtained the 
• profitable, thpugh not very honourable, place 
of leader of the gang of freebooters Buona- 
parte sent to plunder the British West-India 
islands. The usurper has no favourite near his 
person, and no man in his serviqe, who, with 
the livery of bondage, does not also possess 
the soul of a slave.* 

As the revolutionary gentry admitted to 
these private parties have always been pro- 
posed by Madame Buonaparte before approved 
of by her husband, ^ he often bestowed upon 
her iabusefor what displeased«or offended him 
in their behaviour. To avpid suffering from 
their disgrace in future, she, with the advice 
of her privy -counsellor, Madame . Remusal^ 
d6tennined,tin February, 180$^ in sending him 
.the. usual list of persons proper for her private 
society, always; to write at bottom: ^^ Thi^ 

♦BulleUn Imperial, pages 144 and 145. 
. t list 
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list contains names of gentlemen arid ladies 
known to yon as well as to myself, and I be- 
lieve agreeable to us both, and desemng your 
particular distinction : but remember, that I rt" 
commend nobody. Approve, therefore, of them 
or disapprove of them, erase the names of sonte 
or of them all, you shall punctually be obeyed. 
I have no favourites, no companions, as far as I 
know, who do not merit and have your esteem 
and conSdence." As the Corsican regarded this 
clauseasan indirect reproach, he ordered his wife 
to give up the adviser to just chastisement, or to 
retire immediately for thrice twenty -four hours 
to her private apartments at Malmaison, where 
be prohibited her fi'Om seeing any company 
whatever;' She chose the latter. Her daughter,' 
Madan^e Louis, going fo pay her a visit, and 

• • • • . 

•being refused admittance, suspected the cause, 
•and immediately went to St. Cloud, with an 

r ■ 

intent of becoming a reconciler or mediator; 
but* her generous father-in-law ordered her 
baek to het- hotel at Paris without seeing her. 
She then addressed herself to Cardinal Ca- 
pi^ra,'who, at times, has much authorijty over 
4iis revolutionary majesty ; but even he failed 

F 

on this occasion. He, however^ applied to 

V the 
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ia arranging .^liis great atj^ite ^^^.f This b^ 
pother •evidei^c^ ef th^ ge^rqus htart and 
fargiw^g tGiOiper pf ^p^leon 0uonap^.rte; 
To .xeqppcjUiie JM^t to a \kalaved wife^ ^iavourite^ 
doiMghter ai^ /^ A^VPP.ri^te ^AUfttiftr JB vain e^-^ 
ploy.e;d tbeir suppUcatioOkft^ t^is ^^miaabliS' 
\Ear>ity requuned that a fayo^l^e pontiff fi>l\Pii]^d: 
.^a^i fqrg^t 'bi& s^i^ed ch^^cter^ arud ask ^s a^ 
iavour .wju^t bis predece^ocs would bane scoraa- 
jUd" to nHi^ticej or eooHQfvpded as^ religious.duty:. . 
cSHfiine tO'Ff9»Qce!' apd :|b^me to^^'ome!:^ '^^r- 
(4iual aad a potpe .W be seriously engaged i^i 
'^tftUng 4iEffexen€es betjween. sui ad vantnrer an^l 
(his fttr4}mpet about a ball I The age .yrben J^*^- 
^gi^imate ^overe^nty l^ld t]^ 8t,trrups for xb^ 
.popes in mouoMn^ ;|heir ^inu^s ^asleiss dis- 
graceful and .d^^pr^yed than our daysj^ yiben;$k 
^pe c^90WQS>£ind.c<)nse(ir^t^ a criminal usurps 
^Xkii blood-t^hirsty inurderer, ^nd. af(e/^ard|i-. 
stoops ^o^ne^l befoi^e ^hjs diabolical .idpi^ 
qreat(;d by i)is,daiigerous pl^abiljty wd ioigor 
.lit^c .wetness. 

!^rly in.the .foUomng porox^hJofephiue i;e^ 
."CeJHv^d nqtice to j>rescu:e. herself fqr 4uiott)^ 

** See Bulletin Impeiialj page 146.; 

coroyatioQi 
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•ofonalien oa the other side o( the Alps. Itk 
one of the foregoiog letters she has mentioiied 
her correspondenee with the Queen of P ■ ■ » 
during her residence at Aix-la-Chapelle in thef 
rammer 1804. But, according to report,^ 
this princess was not the only lawful sovereigi^ 
with whom her basband forced her to try by 
letters to establish equality and assume fami<« 
iiarity. The accomplished consort of th^ 
noUe*minded Alexander, i|nd amiable partner 
of the throne of the virtuous Francis II. we^fa 
also insaltod wit^ letter^ m^ pre^Qts, with 
offers of lace gowns and other e^kgant produq* 
tioVis of the same d^fbcriptipPj, frail a^ ih<>i» 
donor^ Tbo presents wiereji however, decline^^ 
as contrary to custom, afid etiquette; and, «4 
usual with 8tranger«j a secretary ao^w^red ibo^ 
letters io a civil but dignified style. Accords 
ing to the same pubUcatioa, f had the overn 

* Sec Bullctiq Imperial, psige 204 •» snd L^s Nouvellc^ 
k la Mains Getminatj year xiil. No. III. pages 7 and 9. 
In the latter it is said, that the Queen of Sweden returned^ 
with becoming contempt, unopened, a letter Madame 
Buooaparte had the insolence to write to hen. 

t See i^s NoaveUei ^ 1% Mlaia* QtgtmntAy year vii% 
}^Q. lU' pa^^ 9 sud IQU 

ture<^ 
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tures for a peace with England been accepted 
by our government last January (1805), the 
modest Josephine had a lace gown ready fa- 
bricated, and* a letter ready written to our be- 
loved queen. This impertinent intrigue not 
succeeding, and Buonaparte having resolved 
to degrade the kingly as well as imperial title 
by impertinently usurping the name of a king 
of Italy, this lace gown was forwarded to the 
Queen Dowager of Etruria^ with an appro- 
priate letter, pretended to be written by the 
empress's own hand. The usurper bad> ever 
since the death of her husband, fixed upon this 
princess for a victim of his ambition. He first 
destined her to marry his brother Lucien ; but 
he having married^ and being disgraced for 
having married a woman he loved, she was in* 
tended for the other hopeful brother of his> 
Jerome Buonaparte. The republican pareuts 
of a fernale American citizen being, however, 
tormented with the absurd vanity of making 
their daughter a revolutionary highness, he 
was disappointed a second time. Firmly bent 
(after having robbed them of their throneX 
upon dishonouring the Bourbon family with 
his family conuOctions^ be jput her Etrurian 

majesty 
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majesty into requisition far his son-in-la^; 
Eugenius de Beauharnois. In the letter that 
accompanied the hice gown the Empress 
Josephine hinted a disinterested wish *^ to 
strengthen those poHtieal: ties which united the 
Queen RegCnt of EtrDria with France into a 
family alliance with the house of the sovereigri 
of the French empire/' Eugenius de Beauhar- 
nois was himself the bearer of this letter. Be- 
ing properly instructed, he acted his part to- 
lerably well. By bribes he gained several of 
the favourite courtiers at Florence, and by pre- 
sents, malice says, that he even came to share 
the beds of some of the most intimate female 
attendants of the princess. All these worthiea 
of course planned to give their sovereign tL 
high opinion 'of their hero, who, when he be- 
lieved that his friends had sufficiently recon- 
noitred the ground, began the attack in per- 
son.. " He was dying of love, but this merely 
regarded himself, and was only a secondary 
object. The welfare and grandeur of the 
sovereign and good people of Etruria were, 
and would always be, his principal and first 
consideration, the study of his liFe." He thets 
delivered another letter of his mother, in whicb 

9he 
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»be formally demanded ike haad of the queen 
4owager for her son^ offering in returo^ or as 
igi indemnity^ not only her husb,aad'a guarantee 
of the iudependence of the kingdom of £trnria> 
but his promise to incorpoj^ate the island of 
{llba and the duchies of Parma and Plaisanee 
with thfit kingdom. 

Havii^ long been prepared for such an in* 
suit to her family and rank^ and being fore* 
wiirfi^ ^jy \ie^ roy^l relatives^ the Kings of 
^paii^ and Nsy^jles^ particularly by tjxe latter, 
n^ to)4 ^pgeniu^ dfi Beaubarnoisj '^ that she- 
vonld ^bpf-tly return an answer to hi^ motherV 
ktter; frankly infpYJ»ing bin\ tl^at her mind 
WII9 m^d^^ HPj a|id tiiat q|he^^ad ^2^e4 rather 
Upoq 9t r#t|«a^^ into ^ eoq^nt ffif th^ reip^iftr 
1^ qf fter d^y^ th^n fp giyf ^^er young ^n ii 
fetj^er-iq-law. Xw?! f^^Jf aft^ywards a letter 
Ip t^^ Empress J[p§^{4^iQ^ v:as puf ipto his. 
^aQd^ m^ h^ departe4 for Milan, w|aere Buo- 
fil^ps^rte ^^ his wif^ V^J^^ ^^}^y expected. 

No sopfier had ^b^JT ei^^g^-^c^ this ^ncient ca^^^ 
jfit»i of Lombardy, thaq they sent General 
P$ro|s \o Florence, charged to invite the* 
Qn^efi Dowagei* of Etruria to assist at the ap- 
prp{iplting[ coronation ceremony. Jhe excuse 

in, 
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in her fetter to the empress for not uniting 
herself with de Beaufaarnois bad been couched 
in term's not to hurt the vtinity evbn of iht 
proudest. ^^ The youth of her son, her re- 
tnaining kflfectitjn for her former husbland, het 
family naine, aiid the opinions of her royal 
^eTatiV^s, t^e^e lier ihcitives for declining the 
hdiiOiir offered, ^e'al illhess prevented her 
from accepting the invitation to Milan.*' 

Tlius the lisdrpet ahd'his "wife were prevent- 
ied from iseeitig a princess of die hoiise of Bour- 
bon 'for their fldughter-ln-hiw, and a queen 
tlowager of rbyti birth 'Miting in tfeeir w^xii^' 
<ihtoiber and attending their circle or draty^Ing- 
j-ooth. Hiey took, hotvever, a ven^ance wor- 
fhy bf ih^ir noble minds. Ten ihonsdttd' more 
French troops were ordered into Etmria, and a 
loan of 6,000,000 6f livres, £50,0001. wds te- 
^u ii-ed under pain of ilHlitary execution. Ad- 
ihonltbry eplstkfs, vdth T^evolutidtiary threats, 
ferere besidies forwarded to they: Spaniijh 'land 
Sfeaj^olitan majesties. 

IWL^Hy |^i^rs6hs ' both rn ^'rance and Italy, 
notwithstanding this dignity on one side and 
anger on me other,' are'cbnvihced that Buodar 
parte still conspires to disgrace the Bourbon 

family 
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family with bis fraternity or parentage. Tliey 
think that the Prince of . Peace, another revo- 
lutionary upstart, will in due time either obhge 
her Eti'urian majesty to be less delicate, or, in 
case of her obstinacy, dishonour and degrade 
some Spanish infanta by a marriage with Euge- 
jiius de Beauharnois, or witli some other of the 
low and guilty relatives of the infamous Buo- 
napartes. * 

During Josephine and her husband's journey 
to and from Italy, the greatest precaution was 
taken on the road to avoid assassins and to 
escape the machinations of conspirators. At 
every station where they changed horses w^ere 
regular relays of gens-d'armes, of -dragoons, 
of mounted riflemen, or of hussars, who de- 
livered.over, in the manner of state prispners, to 
the detachments of each other's corps, the im- 
perial couple. Buonaparte did not, dance at 
Milan, but Josephine .gambled there, to the 
great comfort of some female Italian sharpers 
of fashion. They pillaged her revolutionary 
majesty of four millions of' livres in cash and 

• •'*' • ■ ■ • 

+ See Les Nouvelles ^ la Main, Floreal, year xiii. 

No. IV. page 2 et seq. 

six 
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sixoQ parole. They will probably be prudent 
enough not to reclaim the latter. Of the ready 
money lost, Talleyrand advanced two millions, 
for which he will obtain some future indemnity 
on Italy, Germany, Holland, or on the Hanse 
Towns. The other two millions her majesty^ 
had obtained from her Italian subjects as a 
free gift for her gracious protection, or for her 
disinterested recommendation to places in the 
Italian consulta, legislative corps, or legion of 
honour.* 

The theatre at Paris, formerly called Theatre 
de Louvpis, is now baptised the Theatre of the 
^Empress. The director of this theatre, Pieard, 
was rewarded with a rev9lutionary knighthood 
for the compliment, or rather flattery. In 
imitation of the capital, Lyons, Bourdeaux> 
Marseilles^ Strasbourg, and Brussels, intended 
to set up their theatres of the empress; but 
Buonaparte prdered his minister of police, 
Fouche, to inform the directors in those cities, 
*' that where no theatre' of the emperor exist- 
ed^ no theatre of the empress could be estab- 

« 

* See Les Nouvelles a la Main, Prairial, year xlii. 
No. IIL p, 3i 
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lished^ and that they had to be dutiful before 
3they shewed themselves gallant." The usurper 
•is envicMis and jealous, as Well «s fearful of his 
^wn shade. * 

Buonaparte allows his vrik, as an empre&s of 
the French, twelve milliotis of livtes, and as a 
^ueen of Italy, five millions. Her jewds are 
valued at si^^ty millions, her plate at ten mil- 
lions, her furniture, pktures, &c. at Paris 
«nd in the codntry nine millions, her museum 
at Malmaison four millions, and her wardrobe^ 
lace, 8cc. six millions. It is to be remembered, 
that her furniture is changed with the seasons^ 
her jewels and wardrobe according to fashions, 
which in Prance vary oftenerthan the seasons, f 

During the monarchy it was considered in 
I'rance as a tnrirk of gross ill-breeding to in- 
quire after a lady*s age (that of the members 
tJf the "royal family was always knowti) when 
^he'Was supposed to be on the wrong side of 
twenty. The revolution seems not to have 
<^hanged this custom. In the Imperial Court 

• See Les Nquvelles a la Main, Pnirial, yeat xiii. 
Ko. in, p« 5. 

f See BuUeUa Impenal, &c, p. 214^ 

Calendar 
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Calendar, Josephine is stated to have been borh 
on the 24th of June, 1768, when in fact the 
date of her birth is the «4th of dtne, 1758. 
This is easily proved : she was married to her 
first husband in May, 1778, afld in March> 
1779 she was brought to bed of a daughter^ 
who died in a month. Her son Eugenius was 
born in August, 1780, and hex daughter, Ma- 
dame Louis Buonaparte, ont he 10th of Aprils 
1783.* This is another official imposition de- 
eerving noticd as well as reprobatiotj/ Jh PVslnce 
everybody knows that it is a falsehood; but 
was Buonaparte to command it, otit of His forty 
millions of subjects, thirty-nine millions volun- 
tarily would come forward and afiirm, nay 
swear, that it was an undeniable truth. The 
dbject state of the French slaves is only sur* 
passed by the insoleti<;e and tyranny of thtiir 
barbarous master. 

* 1^ the Imperial Court Cdeadar for the year itiiL* 
printed hy the impeHal printer^ Teatu. Paris, 1805> 
page 25 ; and Les Nouvellw a la M«n, Vcntosc, year 
iciii* No> I. p. 1, 



VOL. n p JOSEPH^ 



^ I 



I 98 3 • 



JOSEPHINE DESS JUNES, 



THE EMPRESS OF HAYTI. 



JOSEPHINE Mincan Madame Dessa- 
linesj the empress of Hayti, is a Creole woman^ 
born at Hispaniola^ of an African mother, and 
of an European father, Mincan, the valet of a 
rich French planter. Destined from her youth 
tcfcslavery, she was not baptized till after the 
assumptipQ of her present title. With the im- 
perial rank, she has also assumed the christian 
Rome of her sister empress in France, and 
styles herself Josephine, empress of Hayti. 
According to the best accounts that American 
traders and travellers have been able to obtain 
of her early life, she was at the age of fourteen 
married to, or rather taken into keeping by a 
French negro-driver, of the name of Barbuet, 
who had bought her from her former master 
for four hundred dollars. During the first in- 
surrections of the negroes at St. Domingo he 

was 
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was killed, and she then became the booty and 
the mistress of the then popular chieftain of 
the blacks, Biasson, a free negro of some por- 
perty and talents, who afterwards resigned her 
to Jacques Dessalines, in the same manner, 
and upon the same honourable terms, as Barras 
in 1796 resigned to Napoleon Buonaparte his 
mistress, the widow of the guillotined Viscount 
de Beauhartiois. 

With the life, achievements, and crimes of 
the Corsican emperor, most readers are ac- 
quainted ; but the exploits of his African bro- 
ther emperor are less .known. Some most 
striking resemblances, however, exist between 
these two usurpers, whicSh,. lest they should 
escape the notice of more able writers, are in- 
serted here, being besides connected with the 
life of the imperial heroine of this sketch. 

Napoleon the First, and Jaques the First, 
are neither of them natives of those states 
which their usurpation renders miserable, and 
their tyranny oppresses. The one, being born 
in Corsica, was sent at an early age to France, in 
order to cultivate his own understanding; and 
the other, born on the Coast of Guinea, was in 
his youth transported to St. Domingo, in order 

tQ, to 
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* 

to cultivate the lands of others. The former, 
ivhen a student at college^ poisoned his own mis- 
tress ; the latter, when a servant on a planta* 
tioil, murdered his own master. The natural 
and early propensities of both were equally 
vicious ; their hands were equally stained with 
blood, and both were criminals before they 
were men. 

By the murder of twelve hundred Toulonese 
and eight thousand men, women, and children, 
in the streets of Paris, Buonaparte, as a com* 
xnander under a Barras, made himself, for jhe 
first time, dreadfully notorious. Dessalines 
became first horribly famous when a com^ 
mander, under Biasson,he over-ran, like a tor- 
rent, the most fertile and populous part of St. 
Domingo, where death marched in his train, 
and presented itself iindier the most terrific 
forms. The African chieftain, like Jjis Cor- 
fiican rival, respected neither sex, age,, nor 
rank. Policy, at that jperiod, prevented llie 
latter from using the tortures employed by the 
former, but he made up in murder what was 
deficiient in ciiielty. 

Biasson, by appointing Dessalines a com- 
mander of a separate corps, which was pillag- 
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iRg the norj^hern part of ^t. Domingo, laid the 
first foundation of his present elevation. The 
appointment of Buonaparte by Barras to the 
command of an arm^ ravaging the southern 
part of Europe, was the fii*st step to his present 
imperial throne.. Both owed their advance- 
ments to similar causes. The sable African 
accepted for a paitner the cast-off Creole mis- 
tress of Biasson, born at Hispauiola: and the 
tawny Corsicau adopted for a wife the cast-oif 
Creole mistress of Barras, born at Martinico. 
Both their commands were the wages of the 
prostitution of their wives and their marriage 
portions; both married strumpets, and both 
kave made their strumpets empresses. 

Stimulated by cupidity, Dessalines resolved 
to secure ^le future good^will of Biasson by a 
flagrant act of atrocity. JDuring the absence 
of his superior, he one day advanced witli 
hasty strides,, the torch of war and desolation 
flaming in his hand, towards a part of the 
island- where insurrection had not yet extended 
its horrors. He succeeded in taking three 
hundred prisoners, most of whom were women,' 
-children, and old men, whom he conducted in 
ch^as to the camp, where he caused them to 

be 
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be massacred, and theu* heads fixed on the 
spikes suiTouuding the court of the habitation 
of Biasson. 

^ Buonaparte, equally fncited by avarice and 
ambition, determined to §ecure thefruits of his 
former crimes by bold and daring deeds of 
barbarity and injustice. When his intrigues 
had succeeded, and he was (^'ertain that Austria 
\vould sign the preliminaries of peace at Leo- 
ben, he excited some partial insurrections in 
the Venetian states, in order that he might 
have. an excuse for a general devastation. By 
forced marches he returned from Corinthia, 
preceded by military tribunals and military 
executioners, by revolutionary robbers and re- 
volutionary incendiaries ; and in three weeks 
a republic, which had exited for twelve cen- 
turies, was annihilated by his banditti, and the 
wealth of ages was shared by him atid his 
Gallic accomplices. The number of victims 
of all ages and both sexes who perished on this 
occasion amounted to sixteen thousand; bu|; 
twice that number were I'educed to beggary, 
and their dwellings consumed to ashes. The 
difference ^between these two revolutionary em- 
perors was this, that in the campof the African 

were 
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^ere seen heaped together bloody arms and 
brilliant ornaments ; mathematical instruments 
and iron pots ; vessels of plate and foul linen; 
china vases and skins of animals; costly dia- 
monds and human skulls, in the hair of which 
they remained fastened 4 superb carpets and 
disgusting ragsj while in the camp of the Cor- ' 
sican were collected implements of husbandry 
and the most valuable antiquities ; old wearing 
apparel and the most beautiful pictures ; the 
most trifling utensils of kitchens and the most - 
precious furniture of state apartments ; ragged 
curtains and incomparable tapestry ; metal 
statues and golden vases; the blood-staixied 
proclamations of the rights of man and the 
most curious manuscripts ; revolutionary codes 
of liberty and equality and the choicest libra- 
ries; living cattle and mutilated human car- 
cases; heads without bodies, and bodies with- 
out heads. Here the diamonds were not in 
the hair of the victims, but decorating the fin- 
gers, or increasing in value the ec/ins of the 
assassins ; because plunder, as well as murder, 
were here organised; while at St. Domingo, 
among the black barbarians^ pillage was but a 

secondary 
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^condary object, vengeance being the pri- 
mary. The Negro chief inflicted death oi\ 
those he hated, for past wrongs or former of- 
fences, without regard to. their property; Thp 
Corsicai? chief invented accusations^ as a pre-^ 
tence to procure plunder ; riclies were the only 
offenc!e of those who fell vmder the inaqd^t^s 
of his proscriptions. He mas^ci:^d to conceal 
,C^r ^xten,uate rapine^ and pill^ed to make .as* 
,$a^sination necessajy. His Ju^t of wealth was 
lis great as his thirst of blood. 

With tiQops disciplined by Pic^egra, .ai^ui 
.with succours furnished him by Mctre|^^^ Buo« 
Daparte was enabled to.enter the plains of Italy^ 
,V> opp^ Vfith Austrian veterans, to extend the 
misery of the f rench revolution tp CQuntriea 
pre^erve^ frpm its ci^rse, and to claim tl)e 
))pnoiir of .victories for which h^ was indebt^ 
ftlope^o the t£^lent5,fti)d genero^ty of rivalsj 
#nd to the iaferior oiumber of hU .enemiep. 
^W^itb the .4ivi^iQn5 .enji/^ted by Biassqn, .^nd. 
;q¥gViis^4 »hy Tpuiss^m fLouveiture^ De^saliwa 
vas i>rst pWced ,ifi a situation tp &pre^ ten*()r 
©,ver the Spanish part of the inland of St. Do* 
ainiBigo> iQ^ %Q ,gain .popularity wnong the 

negroet 
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negroes by money bestowed, on him by supe- 
rjors whom he hat^d, because he was under 

qbli nations to them. 

*~^ . • ' . ' . 

In gratitude fov the services rendered hi ai 
by Pichegru and Moreau, Napoleon the First 
cause^d the one to be strangled in his goals, 
and the other he disgraced and condemned to* 
exile. Jacques the First, in return for the as- 
sistance of Biasson, and for the support of 
TouissantLouverture, delivered the latter up to 
Le Clerc, to be poisoned by Buonaparte in, his 
dungeons in France, and sent Jthe other d«grad- 
ed into exile to a plantation, where he died of 
a broken heart. Both are indebted for their 
present power tO; persons whomj from envy,, 
iealousy, and malice, they have ungratefully 
maltreated, or ifrom depraviiy and cruelty 
treacherously destroyed. Of these two great 
orimin?il9,Dessalines is however the less am- 
bitions, the tes& barbarous, and the lesssruilty. 

.Josephine, the empress of Hayti, has her 
imperial household, her grand master of cere- 
mpnies, her almoner, her master of the horse, 
her chamberlains, her equerries, her secretary, . 
her ladies in waiting, her maids of honour, and 
her pages^^as well as Josephine the empress o: 

f5/ the: 
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the French. Her imperial consort has, how- 
ever, not yet organised an imperial court ca- 
lendar, where the names of these illustrious 
persons, their colours, and countries, are in- 
serted. An American gentleman, who has 
been presented to her majesty, and of course 
seen her in all her glory, surrounded by all the 
grand officers and great people of state, relates, 
in the New York papers, that the strictest eti- 
quette is observed, and that, in imitation of the 
imperial court of France, the imperial court of 
Hayti has determined not to promote to office 
any persons who cannot prove themselves of 
high birth and of the first education. No 
gentleman is attached to the household of the 
emperor Jacques who cannot write, nor any 
lady to the household of his empress who can- 
not read. Of her majesty ^s twelve maids oif 
honour, two are white's, two Creoles, four mu- 
lattoes, and four negrcsses. The white ihaidg 
of honour are daughters of a French nobleman 
formerly proprietor of large plantations, who, 
to save his life, emigrated, and died in exile at 
Jamaica, after Buonaparte and his worthy bro- 
ther-in-law, Le Clerc, had continued his name 
upon the list of emigrants, to show some ex- 
cuse 
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cuse for appropriating his possessions to them- 
selves. For their condescension in accepting 
of places as maids of honour to his dear Jose- 
phine, Dessalines has restored to them the 
wreck of the fortune of their parents. They 
are of a branch of the Montmorency family^ 
and of course of more distinguished ancestry 
than any of the maids of honour of Josephine 
Buonaparte. The Creole ladies are the off- 
spring of an Italian, who called himself, and 
was believed to be a prince, and of a Spanish 
countess descended from ancestors who have 
been settled in the West Indies for two cen- 
turies. The mulatto ladies are grand-daugh- 
ters of a daughter of a Spanish grandee of the 
first class, and great grand-daughters of a Get*- 
man baron,, a chief of buccaneei*s. The four 
black ladies in waiting have produced evi- 
dence of their being either daughters, grand- 
daughters, or great-grand-daughters, of African 
kjngs. Their proofs on their mother's side have, 
by a resolution of the emperor's council of state, 
been dispensed with. 

The empress of Hayti has at present no 

comedians or theatre of her own, but she enter- 

• • . ' " tains 



-taiiQ&rtrv^ps ef pli^yiog.monkies^.dancmg do^r 

Ulkii^g viwr©|»> and waging t^rds, t;aj^ght, 

.bi^d^^^a^d educated^. ^ a subject 9f.BuoQ^- 

.piurle^-cer^a^i Monsieur I^a.Fi^yry. who is the 

•directorrgen^ral of ker majesty's, conservatory 

( efxnusic^ and.memtiier of her b^isl^i^id's I^giop 

of hmonr. <She has her ,preie08. of palace^ 
,her aids-de-camp, .^ler corps of guides^fber gre- 
.nadiers^Jb^r.^ingartill'^ryj her select gws- 
,4'armes, her coips ^f yeterans, and , even her 
(Cprps of Mamelukes* These Mamejukfs ajre 
^ no other than, fif(y Frei;vchinen> formerly M^- 
. da9ie Suonaparte's life guardsmen, whom the 
.jealousy of her husband, imduced him to send 

with the army ^ndpr l^ Qerc to St. X>omingo, 
. where they were piade prisoners by D^ssalines;. 

and ]^y submitting to a^ certain operation, pre- 
. served their lives at the expence of thf ir niaci* 
.hood. They . are ^ coipmanded by an Italian 
, castrato from'Milan> pf :the,i>a[ioe.of)FeUi€d, 
, a gr^nd o$cer of the I^gioQ of, hc^icfur. The 
. emperor cqa^cs more in the^ £deUty ^ .the^e 

mutilated Frenchmen, who baye all taken the 
^ oath of eternal hatred to B^pnaparte, than in 
^tbat of ,^e jpi^mbers pf .any other, corps of t|ie 

imperial 



imperial gq^r(Js,,npt excepting e^en.jhe gre- 
i^adiers of the erown, though they ^re all . mem- 
, .bers of his leerioa of honour. 

The emperor Jacqiies, uncertain of the abode 
and circumstauQes of his own felatives> pro- 
bably dispersed or wandering about the im- 
mense wilds of the African continent, as, kings 
heading tribesj^or as slaves wovkiog mipes, has^ 
by the advice of his senators and. counsellors of 
state, resolved to confer princely rank on the 
children ajad relatives of. his beloved consort. 
Accordingly, a s^natus consultus has proclaim- 

. ed her elder brother,. Hector Miocan, ci-rd^xiant 

» ■-■"'-. 

an old cloathsman at Port-au-Prince, an im- 
perial highness, and gra,iid elector of the em- 
pire. And her second brother, Achilles Min- 
. €aa,^ cirdevOf^it a barber at Cape Fran §ois, oxi 
imperialbighness, and a c^nstabk of the em- 
pire.* .Her mother, a^ci-devcnt washerwoman 
at Hispaniola, with the title of an imperifil 

. • All the iipperial rtieiqbjers of tbe family of t^ie Em- 
. press^ of Haytt have assumed their present terrible names 
since their elevation 5 not being christians, they had a 
Ti^ht so to-do, having no names before. Many expected 
4hat Dessalines would change his name Jacques intoi Na- 
poleon, but he very properly reserved that name for His 
. fit.08t,cruel blood-bound. 
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highness^ has obtained an imperial establish«- 
ment ; and her sister, a ci-devant mistress to a 
drummer in the militia of St. Nicolas Mole, is 
made an imperial highness ; and the drummer 
Pecot, now her husband, a serene highness, a 
fieldmarshal, and grand officer of the legion of 
honour. Her grand' master of the ceremonies, 
Alexander Joupon, a distant relation, ci-de^ 
vant a teacher of parrots to- speak and bears 
to dance, is also a serene highness, and arch- 
chancellor of the empire : and his brother, 
Turenne Joupon, a ci-devant hog-gelder, a se- 
rene highness, and arch-treasurer. Her uncle, 
Pius Pierri, a ci-devant grave-digger at Hispa- 
tiiola, is nominated an imperial highness, arch- 
bishop of the Cape, and a cardinal legate to 
the Emperor of Hayti, from the Pope of 
Rome, although his holiness and the sacred 
college have disowned him, (no doubt by the in- , 
trigues of Buonaparte's uncle. Cardinal Fesch), 

■ both as a prelate, a cardinal, a plenipotentiary, 
and even as a christian. Every imperial and 
serene highness at Hayti, as well as in France, 

. is a natural grand officer of the legion of ho- 
nour.* 

* Dessalines, as ^ell as Bul^napatte, has now orga- 
nised 9Xi. imperial constitution. The African friend of 

- liherty 
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When Napoleon Buonaparte undertook to 
make himself a king^ and his wife & queen of 

liberty is now made as great a despot in the West Indies 
as his Corsican brother regenerator is in France. Tlieir 
modesty is equally great ; and for the happiness of man- 
kind, it is to be wished, that their usurped power may be 
equally durable, and that the same tomb may swallow up 
' both a Napoleon and a Jacques the First before the end 
of the first lustre of their reigns I 

CONSTITUTION OF HAYTI. 

We, H. Christophe,- Clerveux, Vernet, Gabrarl, Pe- 
tion, Geffrard, Toussaint Brave, Raphael, Romain, La- 
londrie, Capoix, Magny, Daut, Conge, Magloire, Am- 
broise, Yoyou, Jean Louis Francois, Gerin, Moreau, 
Fervu, Bavelais, Martial Besse ; 

As well in our own name as those of the people of 
Hayti, who have legally constituted us faithful organs 
and interpreters of their will , in presence of the Supreme 
Being, before whom all mankind are equal, and who has 
distributed so many species of creatures on the surface of 
the earth, for the purpose of manifesting his glory and 
his power by the diversity of his work: in the presence of 
all nature, by whom we have been so unjustly and so ^ong 
a time considered as outcast children : 

Do declare, that the tenor of the present constitution is 
the free, spontaneous, and invariable expression of our 
hearts, and the general will of our constituents ; and vt-e 
submit it to the sanctton of H. M. the emperor, Jacques 

- ' ^ Dessalines, 
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Lombarcly $nd. Italy, Jacques Pessalines tlireat- 
ened to crown himself a kins:, and his wife a 

Dessalines, our deliverer, to receive its speedy and entire 
execution. 

PRBLIMINAHY DECLARATION. 

Art. 1. The people inhabiiing the Island formerly 
called St. Domingo, hereby agree to form themselves into^ 
a free state, sovereign and independent of any other power 
in the universe, mider the name of Empire of Hayti. 

2. Slavery is for ever abolished. 

5. The citizens pf Hayti are brothers at home ; equality' 
ill the eye of the law is incontestibly acknowletlged ; and- 

, there cannot exist any titles, advantages, or privileges, 
other than those necessarily resulting from the considera- 
tion and reward pf services rendered to liberty and indc- 
pendence. ' - . • 

4. The law is the same to all, whether it puoish^s or; 
whether it protects. 

6. The law has no retro-active effect. 

, 9. Property is sacred, its violation shall be sever^ly- 
^ prosecuted. 

,7.. The (quality of citizen pf JIayti is lost by emigratloa- 
^ and naturalizatipn in foreign countrves, and by condem- 
oaition to corporeal or disgraceful punishments. .The first 
case carries with it the punishment of death and confix-* 

••.■•. V.I , 

caiion of pioperty. 
^ 9. The quality 0^ citizeiis 19 suspended, in con$e(][uencr 
^ f>f bankruptcies a^d failures. 

jQ. No persfMi is worthy of being a Hay tiaa who is not- 

agoo4' 
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«|ueen of Cuba and the ^V^est Indi.c«K^ To 
eclipse, however, tl^e lustre of his Corsican 

a good .father, a good son, a good husband> and espe.ciaI1y 
a good soldier. 

ip. Fathers ai^d xnothers arp not permitted to disinherit 
their children. s 

1 1. Every citizen mu^t profess a mechanic ai;t. 

12. No white gian, of whatsoever nation he naay be, 
shall put his foot on this territory wi^h the title of master 
or proprietor, neither aliall be in future acquire any pro- 
perty therein. 

13. The preceding article cannot iin.the stpalk^t dcgy(je 
affect , white women i^ho have been naturalized Haytians 
by governments nor 4oes it extend to children aliead^ 
born or that may he born of the said women* Tl^e 
Germans jand Polanders naturalized by aoyernipent ^e 
also comprised in the dispositions of the present article 

14. All acception of colour aqipng the children qf ,ohe 
and the same family, of whom the chief magistrate is.t^e 
father, .being necessary to cease, the Haytiai^s ^hall h^nce« 
forward be ,kpown only by the generic .j^pp^Hat^ffja xjf 
hlacks^ 

OF THE EMPIRE. 

15. The emgji^e of Hayti is one au^ indivisible. Its 
territory is distributed into six military divisi<;^f>s, 

. l6. Each military diyis|oii shall be commap(|.ed by ^ 
general pf division. 

17. The9,e gei^erals of divisions .^h^Vbp iQ49^^n(lcQt of 
mnt aQO(l\er, ^d ah41 cprr^sponddU^ctly with the em« 

perofj 
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rival, the African ordered the crown of Cuba 
to be made not of iron^ as the crown of Lom- 

pcror, or with the general in chief appointed by his ma- 
jesty. 

18. The foUowtng inlands are integral parii of the em- 
pire, ra. Samana, La Tortae, La Gonatve, Lcs Caye- 
mitet. La Saone, L'lile-a-Vache, and other adjacent 
lilaodi. 

OP TBB GOVZRVMBVT. 

19. The government of Hayti is entrusted to a first 
magistrate, who assumes the title of empero^ and com- 
mander in chief of the army. 

90. The people acknowledged for emperor, and com- 
mander in chief of the army, Jacques DMsalines, the 
avenger and deliverer of his fellow-citizens. The title of 
majesty is conferred upon him as well as upon his august 
spouse the empress. 

21. The persons of their majesties are sacred and in- 
violable. 

2?. The state will appropriate a fixed annual allowance 
to her majesty the empress, which she will continue to 
enjoy even after the decease of the emperor^ as princess 
dowager. 

23. The crown is elective, not hereditary. 

24. There shall be assigned by the state an annual in- 
come to the ehlldren acknowledged by his majesty the 
emperor. 

25. The male children acknowledged by the emperor 
shall be obliged^ in the same manner as other citizens, to 

pass 
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bardy, but of the brass melted from the can- 
nons of honour, presented by Buonaparte to 

pass successively from grade to grade, with this only dif- 
ference, that their entrance into service shall begin at the 
fourth denii-brigrade from the period of tlieir birth« 

S6, The emperor devignateii in the manner he may 
judge expedient, the person who ii to be hif lucceMor 
either before or after his death. 

S7» A suitable provision sliall be made by the state to 
that sQccessor from the moment of his accession to the 
throne. 

28, The emperor and his successors shall in no case, 
and under no pretext whatsoever, have the ri^ht of at- 
taching to their persons any particular or privileged body, 
whether as guards of honour or under any other deno- 
mination. 

2g, Every successor deviating from the preceding ar- 
ticle, or from the principles consecrated in the present 
constitution, shall be considered and declared in a state 
of warfare against the society. 

In such a case, the counsellors of state will assemble, 
in order to pronounce his removal, and to choose one 
among themselves who shall be thought most worthy of 
replacing him ; and if it should happen that the successor 
oppose the execution of this measuse authorised by law, 
the generals counsellots of state shall appeal to the people 
and the army, who wHI immediately give their whole 
strength and assistance to maintain liberty. 

dp. The emperor makes, seals, and pi:omulgate9 the 

lawa 
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Le Clerc in 1801, after bis appointment as vice- 
roy of St. Domingo : these trophies are con- 
Jaws, appoints and revokes at will the ministers, the ge- 
neral in chief of the army, the counsellors of state, the 
generals and other agents of ihe empire, the sea-ofHcers, 
the members of the local administrations, the commissa- 
ries of governipent near the tribunals, the judges, and 
other public functionaries. 

51. The emperor directs the receipts and expenditures^ 
of the state, surveys the mint, of which he alone orders 
the emission, and fixes the weight and the model. 

52. To him alone is reserved -the power of making 
peace or war. to maintain political intercourse, and ta 
form treaties. 

53. He provides for the Interior safety and for the de- 
fence of the state, and distributes at pleasure the sea a'nd 
land forces. . . . 

34. In case of conspiracies manifesting themselves 
against the safety, of the state, against the constitution^, 
or against his person, the emperor shall cause the authors 
or accomplices to be arrested and tried before a special 
council. 

35. His majesty has alone the rio^ht to absolve a crimi- 
Dal, or to commute his punishment. 

p,Q, The eipperor shall never form any enterprize with 
^the view of making conc^uests, nor disturb the peace and 
.t,he interior administration of foreign colonies. 

37. Every public act shall be made in these terms:- 
^V Jhe ,^p«ror I., of Hayti, qommander in chief of 

tb4 
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vincing proofs of the usurper's judgment^ and 
his brotlier-ih-lavv's capacity. 

the arrily, by the grace of God arid the constitutional law 
«f the slate/* 

OF THB COUNCIL OP STATE. 

38. The generals of division and brigade are of right 
sieoibers of the council of stale« and they compose it. 

OF THB MINISTERS. ^ 

39. There shall be in the empire two ministers and a 
secretary of state. The minister of finances having ihe 
department of the interior, and the minister of i/^ar hav- 
ing the marine department. 

4 - ■ 4i . [Intesior regulations respecting the ministry .3 

Of THE TRIBUNALS. 

45. No one can interfere with the right which every 
individual has of being judged amicably by iarbitrators of 
his own choosing* whose decision shall be acknowledged 
legal. 

46. There shall be a justice of the peac6 iii each com- 
mune. Any suit amounting to liiore than oii'e hiiii'drea 
dollars shall not come within his cognizance. And when 
the parties cannot conciliate themselves at his tribunal, 
they may appeal to the tribunals of their respective dis- 
tricts. 

47. There shall te six tribunals in the cities hereafter 
denominated j viz* at St. Marc, at the Cape, at Port-au- 
Prince, Aux-Cayes, Lanse-au-Veaux, and Port-cle-Paix. 
The emperor determines their organization^ their num- 
ber. 
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The foreign diplomatic corps in the empire 
of Hayti, though more numerous, more honest, 

ber, their competence, and the territory forming the dis- 
trict of each, lliese tribunals take cognizance of all af- 
fairs purely civil. 

48. Military crimes are submitted to special councils 
and to particular forms of judgment. 

49. Particular laws shall be made for the national trans* 
actions, and respecting the ciyil officers of the state. 

OF WORSHIP. 

The law admits of no predominant religion. 
The freedom of worship is tolerated. 
The state does not provide for the maintenance ef any 
religious institution nor of any minister* 

GENERAL DISPOSITIONS. 

The crimes of high treason, the dilapidations of the 
ministers and generals, shall be judged by a special coun- 
cil called and provided by the emperor. 

The house of every citizen is an inviolable asylum. 

All property which formerly belonged to any white 
Frenchman is incontestably, and of right, confiscated to 
the use of the state. 

Every Hay tian, who, having purchased property from a 
white Frenchman, may have paid part of the purchase- 
money stipulated for in the act of sale, shall be respon- 
sible to the domains of the state for the remainder of the 
sum due. 

Marriage is an act purely civile and authorised by the 
government. 

The 
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more industrious^ and more spirited than the 
foreign diplomatic corps in France^ is less 

The law authorises divorces in all cases which sliall 
have been previously provided for and determined. 

There shall be national festivals for celebrating indepen- 
dence> the birth^day of the emperor and his august spouse, 
that of agriculture, and of the. constitution. 

At the first firing of the alarm gun, the citizens will 
disappear, and the nation rise. 

We, the undersigned, place under the safeguard of the 
'magistrates, fathers and mothers of. families, the citizens, 
and the army, the explicit and solemn covenant of the 
sacred rights of man and tYst duties of the citizen. 

We recommend it to our successors, and present it to 
the friends of liberty, to philanthropists of all countries, 
as a signal pledge of the Divine bounty, who, in the 
course of his immortal decrees^ has given us an opporta- 
nity of breaking our fetters, and of constituting ourselves 
a people, free, civilized, and independent. 

(Signed) H. CHRISTOPHE, &c. (as before). 

Having seen the present constitution. 

We, Jacques Dessalines, Emperor I. of Hayti, and 
commander in chief of the army, by the grace of God, 
and the constitutional law of the state. 

Accept it wholly, and sanction it, that it may receive, 
with the least possible d^lay, its full and entire execution 
throughoat the whole of our empire. And we swear to 

madntain 
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splendid^ representing no sovereigns of naitionsj 
but tbiir trading principals, respectablfe chiefs, 
not of states but of counting-houses. But if 
their official titles are less sonorous and less 
brilliant, their individual characters are more 
independent. Whenever the emperor Jacques^ 
or his agents, either neglect to bonoftrr their 
engttgetoehts; or by some cunning trick^i at- 
tempt to deny their Validity, thiey ent^r and 
publish immediate protests ; while the foreign 
diplomatic brotherhood in France congratu- 
late l<JapoIeon the First, and his placemen on 
tbeir adroitness in committing frauds from 
which their masters suffer, and boafet of the dic- 
tates of men i^hom they know to be political 
swindlers, as if they were acts emanating from 
the closets of liberal and conscientious states- 
men. 

maintain it, and to cause It to be observed in its inte;grity 

to tbe last breath of bur Irfe. 

At the imperial palace of Dcssalines, the 20th May, 
1805, secotid year of the independence of Hayti, 
and of our reign the first. ' By the Emperor, 

dessAlines, 

JUSTE CHANLATTE, Sec. Gen. 

When 
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When Dessalines and bis Josephine under* 
take any jonmey or expedition towards some 
remote parts of the island of St. Domingo, 
the foreign agents are not dragged like slaves 
in their suit^ that the imperial couple may shine 
by the crowd and 'merits of others; while the 
members of the foreign diplomatic corps in 
France are always under the troublesome and 
humiliating necessity of augmenting the train 
of Buonaparte^ compelled to wait on him^ 
whether he goes to the coast to review his 
troops, to the Rhine to review his German 
princes, or to Italy to review his slaves on the 
other side of the Alps. Such insults are not 
offered to privileged persons in the empire of 
Hayti. Dessalines is well aware that they 
would not submit to or endure it. In justice 
it should also be stated, that the Emperor of 
Hayti has yet no temple for the purification of 
the representatives of independent sovereigns. 
This is the only revolutionary invention of re- 
publican France, and her revolutionary rulers, 
which he has not chosen to imitate. 

The empress of Hayti labours under the 
same unfortunate privation with the Empi^ss 
of the French : she has no offspring by htr 
present imperial contort. Like her sister-em- 

voL. I. G press. 
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press, she had, however, two children by her 
first husband. Less happy than the Josephine of 
Europe, the JosephineofAmericaisin total igno- 
rance what has become of her progeny, whether 
alive or dead, whether degraded by ser\'itude, 
or starving by poverty. ^Notwithstanding the 
activity and skill of her own. and her husband's 
emissaries, they have not been able to discover 
their abode and situation. Rewards continue^ 
therefore, to be offered by advertisements re- 
peatedly inserted not only in the official 
Moniteur of Hayti, but in the American papers, 
and in several journals of the West India 
kJands, for restoring an imperial prince and 
an imperial princess to their lovely mother^ 
a mourning empress. No person who has a 
mulatto man for his servant and slave, or a 
mulatto girl for his maid or mistress, can be 
certain that this obscure individual may not be 
the lost child of a revolutionary empress, to 
whom rank, riches, and perhaps a throne will 
one day belong. 

With Napoleon Buonaparte and his white 
slaves, Jacques Dessalines and his black sub- 
jects twice a year swear that they will wage, 
eternal war^ But as soon as die conquest of 

die 
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the Spanish part of St. Domingo is achieved, 
a general pacification concluded with all other 
sovereigns, and the Emperor of Hayti is firmly 
seated upon his throne, acknowledged and re- 
spected by all other states, he has in his wis- 
dom, and with the advice of his senate and 
council of state, determined to send an extra- 
ordinary and edifying embassy to Pius VI[. at 
Rome, inviting his holiness to undertake a 
voyage to the empire of Hayti, there to per- 
form one of those illustrious solemnities that 
have-not occurred in the Christian world for 
nine centuries. In France the pontiiF only 
crowned and married Buonaparte and his wife ; 
but in Hayti he is asked not merely to celebrate 
a coronation antl nuptials, but to administer 
to the Emperor Jacques and his Empress Jose- 
phine, the sacrament of baptism. This voyage, 
therefore, would flatter both his earthly am- 
bition of emperor-making, and his heavenly 
zeal to augment the number of the faithful. 
And as crossing the Atlantic is less hazardous, 
or at least less troublesome than crossing the 
Alps, ft is supposed that his holiness can have 
no more objection to consecrate a black em- 
peror than a yellow one, a Creole empress of 

G 2 Hayti^ 
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Hajti> than a Creole empress of the French. 
Policy, besides, requires that the sacred college 
and its chief should not exasperate Jacques the 
First by a refusal, and thu^ deprive the Ro- 
mish church of a whole empire. It is well 
known that the mufti of Constantinople ba» 
landed in St. Domingo several zealous mem* 
bers of the Mussulman propaganda, who only 
wait for a favourable opportunity to convert 
the emperor, the empress, the imperial court, 
and the empire to the tenets of the Koran. 

The empress every summer frequents some 
of the watering-places. Instead of shutting 
herself up in a close bathing machine, she use» 
a twelve-oared cutter, rowed by the gentlemen 
of her household ; there, she and her maids o£ 
honour, when at a certain distance from shore, 
strip themselves, tborow themselves into the sest 
and swim until they are tired. Last Decem^ber, 
when at Gonaives, she had a very narrow 
escape. She had not been in the water five 
minutes before a shark made its appearance 
and was ready to swallow her as its prey, whea 
one of her chamberlains had the presence of 
mind to throw overboard to the hungry fish 
•ne of his sovereign's pages. While the vora- 
cious 
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cious animal was occ'upied in devouring this 
young gentleman^ her majesty gained time to 
jump back into the cutter. The emperor im- 
mediately made the chamberlain a grand officer 
of ttie legion of honour, and gave a place in the 
Prytane to the brother of the page. Among 
ibe ignorant negroes it was- reported, and ge- 
nerally believed, that some of Buonaparte'?* 
iafemal agents had bribed this shark to be a 
regicide, and that this was only a link in the 
chain of conspirators in the pay of the Cor« 
ffican. Addresses were presented from all parts 
and from all classes of their majesties subjects, 
congcatulatifig them on the escape, and vowing 
eternal vengeuice against their cowardly* and 
img6Qer<ms he. Though it was hinted to the 
foreign agents, that the emperor and empress 
expected. also from them addresses of congra* 
ttti*tion on account of the discovery of this 
terrible plot, they declined to prostitute their" 
oharaeters, rank, and common sense, under 
pretence that they must have orders from their . 
superiors. Their diplomatic brothers in Prance 
would not have been so scrupulous. Although 
Jacques and Josephine were rather offended at 
what they called want of gallantry, they took 

no 
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no other revenge than to .treat them with a few 
glasses of punch and a few dishes of coffee less 
when, for the following fortnight, they appeared 
at court. 

The fetes, balls, and parties of pleasure of 
the revolutionary sovereigns of Hayti, differ 
widely from those of the revolutionary sove- 
reigns of France. An American gentleman, a 
guest at several official festivals given at court> 
as w^ell ashy courtiers and public functionaries^ 
has > published an account of isome of them, 
both curious, interesting, and amusing. It i& 
true he visited Si. Domingo in 1604, several 
months before Dessalines had ascended his 
imperial throne: the etiquette may probably 
be changed since that time at Cape as well as 
at Paris. 

'* A grand entertainment,** says the Ame« 
Tican traveller, ^' was givea by Madame Des- 
salines on Sunday, the 12th of February, 1804. 
The day before, invitations, printed on fine 
paper with gilt borders, were distributed, of 
which the following is a translation : 

' The Cape, February 1 Ith, 1804. 

' Madame Dessalines invites Monsiqur ■■■*■ 

to 
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to a dinaer and ball, given by her to-morrow; 
precisely at sevea o'clock in the evening. She 
hopes that he will do her the sweet and agree* 
able favour of being of the party/ 

'^ It was also given out at the same time; 
that in consequence of this entertainment, the 
performers at the national theatre, which here 
as in France, is always open on a Sunday, would 
eommence earlier than usual, that the guests- 
might have an opportunity of assembling there, 
for the purpose of proceeding in a body to the 
bouse of the festivity. The theatre opened at 
half past five, and was attended by a very large 
and respectable audience, including the greater 
part of the quality of Hayti. At the conclu-» 
sion, we moved on in a vast crowd, and at 
eight o'clock found ourselves before the gate 
jQif the government-house. It is a grand, and 
spacious building, situate a short distance from 
the street, having gravel-walks and green lawns 
in-door of it. The avenue from the gates to 
the front of the house was brilliantly illumi- 
nated with about one thousand lamps. We 
passed through the entry of the house into a • 
large saloon erected purposely for the occasiom 
It was about ten yards broad and one hundred 

yards 
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yards long^ covered and, entirely lined with 
canvas. It was elegantly ornamented in the 
inside with flowers^ branches of trees^ and small 
lamps of coloured glass hung round the room ; 
faur large chandeliers were suspended over the 
table : there were twelve great looking->glasses> 
and a marble statue at each end of the room ia 
a recess. The table contained all the meats^ 
fruits and vegetables^ poultry^ pastry, con** 
fectionary, and liquors that could possibly be 
procured. Among these were beef> mutton, 
turkeys^ ducks, fowls, oranges, pine-^applet, 
alligator pears, apples, pies^ puddings, jellies, 
sweetmeats^ cakes ; with claret, Madeira, and 
Champaigne in abundance. 

'* There were two hundred and fifty guests 
at the table, besides many more who were 
obliged to stand. They consisted of General 
Christophe at the centre, Madame Dessalines 
on his right hand, and his wife on the left. Six 
or eight other black generals^ as many colonels, 
and others of high rank, besides all the other 
principal officers of the government and army 
then at Cape. The captain, and all the officers 
of a British man of war ; about thirty Ameri- 
cans ; a great number of the white French in- 
habitants 
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habitants of respectability^ and an enorm6us 
crowd of mulatto and black wenches. The 
table was surrounded by soldiers to keep off 
Ibe rabble^ wl^o had rushed forward in shoals to 
witness this elegant spectacle. A grand band 
of music played the whole time we were eatings 
This dinner came nearer to the idea one would 
form of a feast of the gods of fabulous history, 
than any thing I have ever seen or heard of; 
and I am confident that nothing in America 
could equal it in splendour, variety, and lux- 
ury. 

*' General Christophe was dressed in a scarlet 
coat, embroidered with gold lace, with twa 
large gold epaulets ; a great cocked hat, with 
gold lace ; boots, with gold borders and tas* ^ 
sels ; an embroidered waistcoat and pantaloons 
of nankeen, beautifully worked in front. AH 
the officers were dressed in proportion ; some 
very little inferior to their general. Madame 
Dessalines wore a plain dress ; her hair was 
ornamented with artifical flowers, beads, and- 
combs ; her arms with gold bracelets ; her eB.ri 
with superb rings and bobs, and her finger with 
a ring, containing a small gold watch^ set in 
diamonds, valued at several thousand dollars. 

c 5 The 
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The other ladies of distinction wei-^e afeo en-^^ 
cumbered with trinkets and beads^ but none of 
tliera so extravagantly as the govei'nor'& lady. 

" At the concliision of the fieast^ several 
toasts were given by Cbristophe> and drank 
with loud expressions of applause. Among 
these were, the General of Hay ti {who was not 
present) ; his Britannic Majesty, and the Pre-- 
sident of the United States. The fust was ap- 
plauded by the negroes; the second by the 
British officers^ and the third by the Americans.. 
After this the company retired to various parts; 
of the house and gardens, ta keep out of the 
way until the tables should be removed andr 
preparations made for the dance. When this, 
was arranged, the music struck up,^ and the 
whole room was in motion. As I declined 
dancing, I had time to look about. Their chief 
dances were cotillons. Most of them danced 
well, and some elegantly. In one place might, 
be seen a genteel handsome Frenchman danc*^ 
ing with an ugly^ vulgar, black partner ; and 
in another, a delicate young lady, fair as a lily, 
going right and left with a negro of prodigious, 
size, who looked as frightful as Satan himself. 1 
confess I often pitied the poor creatures, who were. 

obliged 
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obliged to submit to such a degradation ; but 
whea I afterwards considered that they would* 
perhaps be massacred by the hands of the same: 
partners^ my blood boiled with indignation* 
against them^ and with abhorrence of Buona- 
parte^ who has set them an example of so 
many cruelties^ and by his severity provoked 
the ungovernable vengeance of an uncivilized 
people. 

'* About one o'clock in the morning I was 
tired and intended to go home, but was surprised 
to find that the gates were fastened by order, 
and the soldiers forbidden to suffer any one to 
depart. In this dilemma I found but one re- 
medy, and without being very ceremonious, 
/ quietly lay down upon a bench in the ball^ 
room arid took a nap. I awoke a little after 
day-light, and found them still dancing. But 
all around me^ on the Jloov and benches, were 
seen sleeping beauties of all colours but white, 
who, it seems, had been ^seized with the same 
infection as myself. At mn^he we fell to eat^^ 
ing again : a supper was served* up, being the 
remains of our dinner, with some onion soup, 
on which we regaled for a few minutes, them 
paid our devoirs to our hostess and retired." 

The 
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The American* was afterwards invited to se- 
veral other parties and feasts^ but they were not 
ao brilliant as the entertainment given by Ma- 
dame Dessalines. General Christophe gave a 
dinner; the Commissary-general Felix Fefriery 
a supper ; and a rich Frenchman^ a public 
breakfast ; all in compliment to this lady. The 
Frenchman's residence^ to which tlie whole 
imperial family went, was one mile from the 
town. Madame Dessalines rode in an old- 
fashioned low chariot, with three horses abreast, 
escorted by a detachment of her guides and 
Mamelukes. Others went in gigs, chairs, and 
on horseback. As the grandees did sot find it 
convenient to come before three o'clock^ in the 
afternoon, the party did not sit down to bi*eak- 
fast before that hour. What much surprised 
the American visitor, was to see Madame 
Kimet, the wife of the commander at the 
Cape, a white Frenchwoman, appear on this oc- 
casion in a complete suit of man's clothes, and 
other ladies of fashion ride on honseback in the 
position of men. Had the American been in 
France, these occurrences would have been no 
ikovelties to him. In the spring of 1795^ the 
author of this sketch often saw Madame Jo- 
sephine 
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sepbioe de Beauharnois^ and her friend Ma« 
dame Tallien^ io the public walks at Parisi, 
dressed in men's cloatbs ; and at a dinner given 
by Barras^ at La Bagatelle^ in the Bois-de- 
Boulogne> these and tbirty*two other ladies 
were accoutred in the same manner. 

Before Madame Dessalines left the Cape the 
Bserehants of that plaee^ on the 15th of the 
following February, gave a grand dinner at the 
Aeatre* The table had one hundred and sixty 
covers, and two hundred and forty dishes* 
Under each plate was placed a printed paper, 
<Sontaining the following words : GaiMdet cives ! 
gaudety in medio virtus, with another inscrip- 
tion in French still more flattering to the em 
press. Their author was a Frenchman, of the 
liame of Servin. When dinner was over, verses 
in honour and praise of the same lady were 
distributed to all persons present, written .by 
another Frenchman, Sans de Vertemont, who 
had stationed himself behind her chair. Upon 
silence being ordered, he read his production 
aloud, and was much applauded. He did not 
exactly tell Madame Dessalines what the exe- 
crrabJe Ex-Bishop of Autun, Talleyrand, told 
Buonaparte^ that she or her husband wiis the 

PRO' 
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PROVIDENCE of the West-Indies; but hesaitfyr 
that " she was the image of the Omnipotent, 
who had bestowed on her the first rank as a. 
reward for her incomparable virtues." Madame^ 
Dessalines^ unaccustomed to such base flattery,^ 
supposing every word true and sincere^ wasr 
highly gratified^ but Christophe was not to be- 
fooled. After having heard the verses, he as- 
sumed an arch smile, as much as to tell the 
poet that all his cringing would not save his 
head. A balloon, fireworks, and rockets, were 
afterwards displayed, and the dancing was only 
suspended by an unfortunate accident. The 
bench upon which Madame Dessalines and 
Madame Christophe, with other great ladies,, 
were sitting, gave way, and laid their ladyships 
sprawling on the floor. The music instantly 
ceased, and the whole company was in confu- 
sion. Is she hurt 'if a thousand voices exclmm- 
ed; every countenance appeared dejected; 
some French ladies were fainting, and some 
Frenchmen crying, from apprehension lest 
some accident might have befallen the model, 
of her sex in the empire of Hay ti, when a hud 
horse laugh from Madame Dessdines con-, 
eluded the farce and terminated their suspense. 

What 
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WTiat a despicable set are revolationary French-, 
men ! Every tyrant in authority, ever so base-. 
or ever so wicked, may be sure of finding in: 
them slaves, nay, worshippers. It is the same 
to them who is their idol, a Robespierre, a 
Marat, a Buonaparte, or a Dessalines. Pro-, 
vided their interest dictates it, they will fawn 
and flatter, and prostitute^ not their characters 
(they have none), but those offerings to crime 
in power, due exclusively to honour and virtue 
even when proscribed. 

The empress is humane, good-natured, and 
unaffected. She has saved a number of white 
people from being murdered by the blacks, 
and she has procured many others their pro- 
perty, and means to escape with it to France 
or America, with the same indifference as if 
she had only done an ordinary action. She 
never sells her protection, and never gambles^,, 
or loses in gambling any salary of corruption. 
Her husband never suspected her fidelity nor 
dreaded her treachery. She is deservedly 
esteemed by him as a trusty friend and a faith- 
ful wife, and beloved by his subjects as a good 
and kind sovereign. What in her court and 
conduct seems to Europeans absurd or ridi- 
culous 
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culons should be ascribed to the custom of the 
country^ and the manners of the people whom 
her husband rules. Her errors are those of her 
contemporaries^ber good and i*espectable quali- 
ties belong to herself alone. She is a real 
luminary among barbarians. 

Josephine^ the Empress of Hayti, is about 
ihirty-si^ years of age> rather thick aad.clumsy^ 
but better-looking than Josephine, the Em- 
press of the French^ who is besides eleven 
years older. * ' 

• The author has, in composing this sketch, consult- 
ed Bulletin Imperial, &c. Appendix, from p. 19 to p. 25 j 
different Journals of Frankfort; and American pa]>ers 
from Philadelphia, Baltimore, Boston, Charlestown, and 
New-York. Most ofthe anecdotes have been collected from 
tbem. The relation of Madame Dessalines' entertainment. 
aodl>all i» copied ulmost verbatim from an account of the 
present state of St. Domingo, published in Poulson'a 
Philadelphia Daily Advertiser, an entertaining and vuell- 
conducted paper. 
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Le paradU est fait pour un caeur tendre, , 
£t Im d«mn^ mmu mux (jui fi'«tmeiit riea. 

VOITAUB, 

AMONG the fasl^ionable beai^ties^ fof 
whom riches and accomplishments have gained 
popularity and admiration^ Madame Recamiec' 
may with justice claim a distinguished placCt^ 
With a handsome person and engaging man* 
nersj with a harmless but studied coquetry^ 
oftep mistaken for simplicity^ with polite and 
oUigingj but also becoming language^ no won^ 
der if her admirers are as numerous as her 
visitors^ and if maay should consider acqulied 
philosophy as natural vanity^ and confound a 
real condescension with a supposed egotism. 

It was in 1798 that Madame Recamier first 
began to attract the notice of the crowd, the 
praises of beaux, the pursuits of amateurs, 
and, the envy of her own sex. It was then 

that 
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that the poets first sung her virtues, lovers ex- 
tolled her charms, and their mistresses depre- 
ciated a shape they did not posscKS, a form thej 
hated because not their own, and saw in an ir-^ 
resistibly agreeable Je ne spai quoi, nothing but 
affectation. In every circle the women asked, 
" Who it she ? Who were her parents ?'* and 
the men^ '' Where did the old banker pick up 
such a treasure ?" 

The mystery that enveloped her elirly days 
inade the researches of the curious and in- 
quisitive still more active, and the perseverance 
of malice and jealousy still more unrelenting* 
Invention, ingenuity, and scandal were con- 
stantly upon the alert, disseminating absur- 
dities or falsehood, for want of candour, truth, 
and facts. All they really discovered was 
\vhat every body knew, that Madame Reca- 
mier was the young and amiable wife of an old 
and wealthy husband, and that her conduct 
was as irreproachable as her excellence was 
universally acknowledged. 

It is asserted, ♦ that her triumphal appear- 

• The former part of this sketch is chiefly taken from- 
Le Voyageur Suisse, page 341 et ieq. as the latter is from 
Kotz^bue's Journey to Paris. 

ance 
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ance deprived Madame Buonaparte and Ma- 
dame Tallien of many nights rest, of many 
days appetite, and employed their gallants for 
months in inquiries which were impertinent, 
and therefore justly proved abortive. Unable 
to find out any slur on her maiden cha« 
racter, or any thing to depreciate her family 
connections^ they kindly revenged themselves 
by whispering defects where every thing was 
perfect^ and hinted at concealed blemishes and 
deformities where every thing seemed to indU 
cate that Madame Recamier would have done 
as much honour to an Adam as his Eve in Pa- 
radise before the fall, as she did to an old 
banker in all places of public resort in the gay 
and corrupted Paris. 

^^ Do you not know and perceive,'* said 
Madame Buonaparte, '^ that she assumes tho 
air and gait of youth, though she is far from 
being so young as her suitors pretend ?"— 
^' And her looks," answered Madame Tallien, 
^^ though modesty itself, proclaim some ar- 
riires perwei, the secret of which her poor 
husband, to his regret, will time enough pe- 
netrate and detect. Are not her shoulders very 
large, her head too long, and her neck too 

short i 
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short? Who does not remark that her lips are 
too thin, her teeth uneven, her fingers too 
small, and her feet too broad? Does not she 
walk as if she was running errands? and does 
she not still look like a mantua-maker? And 
her hair, what a colour! neither fair nor dark; 
neither white nor brown. Her evclids aru 
turely painted, and the colour of her cheeks 
artificial ; and when she speaks, what adisagree* 
able accent, what antiquated woords, and wha^ 
coiQinon and ridiculous exprefisions! From 
her jargon it is impossible to say whether she 
was born in Flanders or Provence, in Alsace 
or in Gascony; whether she was born aad 
brought up in a night-cellar or in a garret* 
Does any body know whether before her mar» 
fiage she had learned to I'ead and write? As 
lo some smattering of music, drawing, needle^ 
vork, and embroidery, with the treasui^es of iv 
Croesus at her disposal, they are easily ac» 
quired. They say that the . ci^eature dances 
well; so does every opera-girl, nay, every 
chamber»maid ; it therefore proves nothing 
for, but much against a genteel education." 

Thus charitably did Madame Buonaparte and 
Madame Tallien airaign a lady they regarded 

as 
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as an intruder in the fashionable world, where 
they had so long swayed undistufbed, except ' 
by their reciprocal rivalry. Had* Madame 
Recamier possessed that ambition and vanity 
which ill-nature so illiberally bestowed on her^ 
the palm of fashion, of hiaut ton, as well as of 
beauty, would have been voted her by every 
connoisseur. She however always seemed rather 
to avoid than to court publicity; and it has not 
been her fault, if curiosity, impertinence, or 
rudeness, have teiased and tonnented her in 
her walks, and changed innocent enjoyments 
ioto unmerited mortification. 

Madame Recamier's birth, education, and 
parentage, are still involved in obscurity. The 
only thing pretended to be known for certain 
is,* that she is the daughter of a mother the 
divorced wife of a hatter, who was accused, 
previously to her divorce, of having lived in 
adultery with the banker Recamier, who sup- 
ported her house and family while her husband 
was drinking or gambling. It is also said, 
that Madame Recamier is really the natural 
child of her spouse, and that he bad no othei- 

* See Le Yoyagdat SfuiBde^ page 35 !• 

meau» 
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means of securing: to her his fortune but bv a 
marriage. It is affirmed, that he has never 
treated or considered her but as his daughter, 
and that her mother, who resides with her, is 
still the mistress of her husband. 

All these les on dit deserve not much con- 
fidence, because they do not carry with them 
any probability of truth. Who could prevent 
the banker, who is the maker of his own for- 
tune, from giving or bequeathing to a child 
any sum or any property he thinks proper ? 
It cannot be believed, immoral as republican 
Frenchmen are, that the complaisance of a 
husband, much less of a father, would go so far 
as to prostitute, or witness the prostitution of 
a person so justly and deservedly dear to him. 
Madame Recamier has once miscarried, and 
was in 1804 brought to bed of a child yet alive. 
It is impossible that a man of Mr. •Recamier's 
sense and sentiments could endure adultery, 
debauchery, and intrigues, under his own eyes, 
in his own house. This infamous rumour is 
therefore, with man}^ others, to be classed with 
the aspersions of disappointed seducers or en- 
raged rivals; of the beau who has met with a 
rebuff, or of the deserted belle, who vents her 

vengeance 
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vengeance in impotent fabrications and malig- 
nant slander. 

There is not a banker in France, and even in 
Europe, where a traveller, introduced only by 
a common letter of recommendation, meets 
with more disinterested civility, and experi- 
ences more generous hospitality, than in the 
house of Messrs. Recamier at Paris. The 
writer of this sketch cap speak from experience 
upon this subject, having travelled all over 
Europe, and no where did be find a more oblig- 
ing host, or a more naturally, though charm- 
ingly attentive hostess. He can therefore af- 
firm, that the following portrait of Madame 
Recamier, delineated by a masterly hand^ 
though highly coloured, is not exaggerated.* 

'^ To find," says Kot^ebue, '* a br-ood of ca- 
terpillars on a tender, modest flower, is morti- 
fying; to kill the vermin by fumigation is, per- 
haps, an efficacious remedy, but it sometimes 
injures the flower iti^elf. So it is with the fair 
fame of a female, the most delicate of all 
flowers. It is more easy for that fair one to be 
happy of whom nobody speaks, than for her 

• See Kotzebue's Travels to Paris, vol. i," page 207 ct 
seq. to the end of the volume. 

who 
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who is too much the topic of conversation ; 
and even the most honest endeavours to defend 
her reputation^ often serve only to spread ca- 
lumny the wider. For these reasons I have 
been hesitating whether I should notice and 
refurte the scandal which several German 
journalists have dared to utter against the good 
and amiable Madame Recamier. And if I^ with 
the conviction that envy is always more prompt 
to credit a tale of scandal than a favourable 
truth, if I undertake her vindication, I am 
more powerfully impelled by my revolted feel- 
ings, than the hope of amending stubborn ca- 
lumniators, who scorn to be corrected. 

'' I have just called Madame Kecamier good 
and amiable. Most readers would probably 
have expected that I should rather have called 
her handsome. Why, yes, she is handsome, 
" very handsome indeed, and he who has seen 
her but little, will first praise her on this score; 
but as deformity vanishes before loveliness, so 
does beauty before virtue. We forget the ap- 
pearance of the beautiful rose, as well as of the 
brown fragrant besperidan rocket, in the relish 
of their delightful perfumes, 

'' Upon my arrival at Paris, I was myself 

prepossessed 
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prepossessed against Madame tlecamier; I 
thought I should find her a vain coquet, en- 
veloped in clouds of incense, hardened by 
wealth, seeing and loving nothing in the world 
but herself ; receiving homage as a duty with 
chilling pride ; and to make a distinguished 
figure, throwing aside every thing decorous 
and becoming. Indeed, I don't know how 
many unfavourable things I was induced to 
conceive of her, owing to the calumnies con- 
tained in the public papers : I was therefore 
curious to see, without wishing to become ac- 
quainted with her. It was at the opera that 
my curiosity was first gratified. '^ There sitg 
Madame Recamier," said a neighbour, and I 
very naturally turned my head suddenly to- 
wards her box, which he pointed out. My eyes 
sought her in the front row, more brilliant in 
diamonds than in beauty, but there she was not 
to be -found. Withdrawing from the public 
gaze, like a violet in the grass, this lovely fe- 
male sat with her hair unadorned, in the plainest 
white dress, and the graces of modesty clung 
to her as to their sister. She seemed to blush 
at being so beauteous. Tliis first appearance 
made a very favourable impression on me, and 
VOL. I. H I was 
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I wag now glad to be introduced at faer houMr« 
Evea tbere^ though in the midst of brilliant 
company, I found her the plainest of them aU« 
** You understand your advantage," say^ Fran* 
cisca in Letsing's play of Minavon Barnbelm, 
*' if you be handsome^ ybu are haudsoiofist; 
even without being finely dressed." Madame 
Kecainier may certainly know how to avatl 
Jbeiself of this advantage ; but who would con* 
^rue thb into coquetry i I, who know womatt 
pretty well, could wish with all my heart that 
this kind of coquetry were general • I never 
aaw any thing wixiter, finer, or more highly bew 
xomiiig than the dress which, like a delicate 
cloud, usually encompasses Madame Recamier. 
Thepe can be no way of dressing the hair more 
unassuming ye|; more graceful, than in the 
numerous chesnut brown locks, which often, 
even without looking in tlie glass, she anlessly 
imites under her comb, for maay week? I saw 
her almost every day, but never decked with 
l>rilliaots. You do not miss their lustre in her 
person, nor would they be perceptible if she 
mate them. Sweetness, loveliness, modesty, 
these are the three graces that surround her 
toilet. Sweetness is infinitely superior to 

Jieanty* 
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UcaMiiy. I koQw feat oae wom«a beside her 
po whos^ farm this celestial sweetoeas has 
b^n ao profusely poured. Awfal respect fiw> 
bids me to na^ncie her^ 

^' Ms^dame Recmojer is a friendly^ BttexAtn 
host^ais^ who knows how to please all her 
guest3. Iq her hbui^e prevails an entire free** 
do^ fr6m restriaint; it is gladly and frequently 
visited by the principal officers of state^ hy 
poetSy philosophers^ litei^ti^ and artists* The 
lovely h^NSiteas^ who has far several y^rs aeted 
a brilliant part in the fashionable worlds was at 
first rather at a< losSv with respect to persons 
whoBpi ^he cctn^idered as possessed of merit. 
T^os^ .%^ know mankind will lik^vise ob* 
^erve in the minor features of her cbaracrter^ 
^hat no partiaUl|r for external acco^plishoients 
pan with her place what is truly valuable in the 
baok^ouad^she even seems apxious to con* 
ceal the former as soon as she perceives the 
existence of the latter. 

^' If I had nothing inore to say of Madame 
fieeamter^ this alone wouI3 be a great deal ; 
but how trifling a^e all those accpmplishineftis 
when compared with the goodness of her ex- 
cellent heortc Amidst the ymux of Parisiaii 

, , . H 2 dissipation. 



f 

14S THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

dissipation^ she rigidly observes the duti^es.of a 
wife towards an honest husband, who is old 
enough to be her father. Even the most ve- 
nomous tooth of calumny has not yet dared ,to 
assail her on this score. She^ has never been a 
mother (in 1803), but tends with maternal 
fondness the children . of a female relation, 
who love herwitli filial affection. She is warm, 
and perhaps even a little enthusiastic in her 
friendship, but on that account not the less 
constant, as her oldest friends . have assured 
me. She is as prompt and ready to make 
gr^at sacrifices to her friends, as she is reluc- 
tant to offer them trifling ones. While the 
happiness of a friend is not in question, but 
only his wishes and pleasures, she sometimes 
seems to neglect him without scruple, in order 
to entertain the company; but this is almost 
always done without premeditation. It is a 
fault partly congenial to the female character 
in general, and almost inseparable from a cer- 
tain importance in a city like Paris. 

'^ Madame Recamier is religious without 
wishing to appear so. If she did not so often 
attend divine service, her beneficent actions 
alone would make you conclude that she is 

pious. 
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pious. She iniarks every day with fresh' deeds 
of charity. I am well aware that a charitable 
gift, evea of considerable value, is not to be 
deemed particularly meritorious on the part of 
the wealthy, but that the manner in which this 
gift is bestowed constitutes its merit; and itf 
this very point I have found Madame llecan 
mier inexpressibly amiable and nobler-minded; 
That she should only have wished to make a 
vain parade of her beneficence in my presence^ 
as many would sometimes suggest, is. impose 
sible^ from the very cir'cumstance of my hav?» 
ing had free access to her house .e Very hour in 
the day, and having often been a very uuex* 
pected witness. of her actions. 

*' Never shall I forget the morning when 1 
found her quite alone with a deaf and duiab 
little girl, whom she had picked up in some 
petty village while taking an airing in her 
carriage. This child was for some time edu- 
cated at her own expence; by her intercession 
she afterwards procured her a place in the ex- 
cellent institution of the noble Sicard, The 
little creature had just then been sent to her, 
newly clothed, that she herself might introduce 
her to Sicard. She ordered a breakfast, which 

happened' 
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kappeni»d to \e served on a marble table in the 
splendid drawing room^ not ffir from a looking 
glass^ in whick the girl conld see her whole 
igare^ probably for the first ta»e. The mov- 
ing delight felt by her charming benefactress 
Mi the joyinl surprise of this inftint^ the tearful 
smiie with which she removed the child's hair 
from her hece, and from time to time iniprinted 
a kiiis ^n her forehead^ the maternal gMd^na** 
tnve with which she eneouvaged her to <eat^ 
while she fined li^r pockets With tik'<^ remainder 
of 'Aie-sweetmea^ts; the inartieulat^ tkankil 
which the ehild otteredi in a avost srnguls!i^> yet 
flkost chairmittg mahaer^ by a kind 6f eiifory ; 
in all this there could surely be no.att ; and 
Scenes like dietse I have witnessed iMd>e t%an 

'^ Those who envy riiis lovely wotnan^ des* 
pairing of success in their attacks upon her 
vU34cStjf and virtnc, endeavour by a -shrug of 
f^e shoulders to undervalue her underst^ndisng. 
Indeed^ if she alone be to be called inteHi- 
gent who manages philosophy as readily as a 
piti, who talks of the arts in flowery language^ 
who without refle<»tion prononncesher opinion 
upon all th^ modem prodtxetions of literature ; 

who 
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who abuses men of merit and espouses parties^ 
then Madame Recamier is not an intelligent 
lady. She is none of those fair ones who court 
publicity, who distribute colours among differ- 
ent corps of volunteers, under whicb tfae|r 
themselves cannot fight. But*if sound reason; 
if an understanding untainted with prejudice ; 
if pure sensibility for all that is noble and beau« 
ttful> wh^tesoever^ or from whomsoever it ori« 
ginates; if a ready acquiescence in the sublime 
truths of natui^e, and in the charming illustra* 
tions of art ; if all this give a lady a title to a 
good understandings then Madame Recamier 
is an ilitelligent lady ; and heaven grant that^ 
fpr the happiness of all husbands, and for the 
advanlage of female loveliness in general^ 
ladies never were endowed with a brighter 
understanding. If I may be allowed to form a 
competent judgment on female understanding, 
t)i is judgment deserves so much the more to be 
depended on as, in the present instance, ex-^ 
elusively of my daily friendly intercourse, ano«^ 
ther opportunity of trial presented itself to me^ 
in which neither women nor men can conceal 
the poverty of their understanding. I have 
been in the same carriage with Madame Re* 

camier 
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camier between four and five hours, to take an 
airing, without any other company than her 
little charges, who did not much facilitate 
conversation. There is no medium that leads 
more securely to the knowledge of a person, 
^nd his intellectual powers (presuming that he 
does not sleep), than such an unavoidable con- 
versation in a carriage; In that situation, the 
understanding must display itself, and particu- 
larly if the travellers entertain friendly sen- 
timents for each other; their- confidential re- 
lation in the narrow vehicle likewise opens the 
heart to confidence; and, in one word, I should 
like to see that lady without understanding,, 
who, after sitting for four hours facing me, 
should be able to impose upon me in that 
respect. , 

^^ The last insignificant reproach which envy 
urges against my friend, is deduced from Jier 
love of splendour. That no such thing ap- 
pears in her own person has been already men- 
tioned ; that her staircases resemble a garden 
of natural flowers shews a delicate taste; that 
her apartments have silk drapery, bronze orna- 
ments, chimney-pieces of. white marble, large 
pier-glasses, &c. Why, in heaven's name, does 

not 
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riot this become a rich mant Real splendour, 
(as far as its deaomination is very relative), I 
found no where in her house, but rather splen- 
did elegance; and even this only in a few 
apartments. An anti-chamber, two drawing- 
rooms, a bed-chamber^ a study, a dining-sa- 
loon ; that is all ; and a lady of fashion else- 
where would scarcely be satisfied with it were 
her wealth as considerable. 

*^ Another little trait deserves to be here 
mentioned, which proves how little Madame 
Recamier seeks to dazzle by splendour. In the 
abovementioned excursion, we went off from 
her door in avery plain, but at the same time 
very commodious carriage, drawn by two' 
horses. It was not till we came to the barriers • 
of Paris that we found an elegant phaeton with 
good post-hotses. When I expressed my sur- . 
prise, she told me she did not like to ride 
through the town in such an equipage, as it' 
made the people stare so. If tliis be vanity, it '; 
is at least of a very modest kind. After sum- 
ming up, all the features, here faithfully , 
sketched and copied from nature, who is there . 
that doe^ not fairly own, ^^ This picture ■* 
is charming ?'' . 

. no <^Bat^ 
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'^ Bat what do thi Germati jpumaliiiis say of 
her i They say that while Madame Reedmier 
was in Englam!^ her husband at Paris had 
hhited Otoe day that he had no intelligence 
from his spouse ; upon which a wit sarcastically 
asked him, ** W-hether he did hot read the 
newspapers?" Granting this anecdofe to be 
true, how' can Madame Reeamier help it, if 
the English journalists catch at every trifle to 
fiH up theh^ columns? Is sh6 the only one 
that is so ti-eated ? Do but read the Mt)rning 
Chronicle, there you will often find a descrip- 
tion of the dress which this or that lady wore 
Hi such or such a levee;, or birth-day drawing- 
room. 

^' The German writers pretend, likewise, 
that Madame ilecamier having given a ball 
one evening, retired to bed at twelve o'clock, 
and received all her guests at her bed-«de* 
Setoe part of this anecdote isr true. The fasci* 
Bating hostess was seized by a sudden and 
•c^rrons indisposition ^t that ball ; but too good-* 
natnred to interrupt the general hilarity, she se* 
cretly whhdi-ew to her bed-chamber, and retired 
to rest. Somt of her more intimate fem«te ac^ 
quaintances waited on her there ; and from att 

occurrence 
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Occurrence so simple and natural has heeri 
forged a tale of calumny. 

** The SBxAe Journalists maintain^ finafly^ that 
tlie comedian Picard wrote k piece, in which 
this bieauteous and excellent lady was satirized^ 
and that her husband purchased the manuscript 
of the author for a valuable consideration in 
money. Honest Picard himself has authorised . 
me to contradict this slander. He never had! 
an idea of writing any thing against Madame' 
Recamier : the only truth in the story is, that 
some sallies in a performance of his, having 
been construed into an allusion to that lady^. 
merely to avoid similar apostrophes, that hor 
nest man, without any other motive, or base 
subornation^ withdrew his performance al-^ 
together. 

'^ A caricature of her was published: at 
Paris (I have this from her own mouth)*; she,, 
without suspecting the circumstance,, entered 
a printseller's shop, where the distorted satire 
was offered het for sale without her being, 
known. She was struck, but examined it with 
much composure.' *^ Probably," she asked the 
prfntsellerA '^ this is son»e person; of ill fame ?" 
*' Nay, Godfoibid," hastily replied the vender of 

pictures. 
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pictures, ^^ it is a lady of the most spotless re- 
putation." He then continued to load Madame 
Eecamier with praises, and impartial as they 
were, they easily consoled her for the bitter- 
„ness of the libel she held in h^r hand. I could 
relate a great deal more respecting her ; many 
little traits which are only discriminated by a 
practical observer, and which often enable him 
to cast sudden and penelratifig looks into the 
heart. But there are many things which it 
would be improper in me to mention, because 
no friend has a right to expose to the public, 
as it were for shew, the domestic secrets of a 
family. What I have said is sufficient, I 
trust, to shame the newspaper writers, and to 
destroy every prejudice which might be en- 
tertained against Madame Recamier. 

'^ Oh that she may yet long enjoy that hap- 
piness for which she is indebted far more to her 
heart, to her virtues^ to her modesty, than to 
her wealth and personal fascinations !'* 

Thus far Kotzebue. If his portrait is rather 
highly .coloured, another painter distorts the 
traits of his model so .as tp make it hideous. 
The popular beauty is often, at least in France, 
exposed to share tne same fate as the popular 

patriot. 
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patriot. While his partisans extol him as a 
hero, his rivals and foes censure him as an am- 
"bitious hypocrite, or denounce him as an un- 
principled traitor. 

A Swiss author,* whose hatred against the 
foreign tyrants of his country often misleads 
him to exaggerate the vices and wickedness of 
revolutionary Frenchmen, and to observe in 
persons of both sexes nothing but the accom- 
plices or slaves of that Corsican adventurer, 
who has organized wretchedness and bondage 
where happiness and liberty had flourished for 
ages, gives the following short notice of Ma- 
dame Recamier. 

'^ I have now been in company with the fa- 
mous Madame Recamier, at the house of my 
countrymari Rougemont. I conversed with 
her half an hour, and found that she had ju§t 
sense enough to conceal her -ignorance; an^- 
bition enough to shine, and vanity and firm- 
ness enough to pierce the crowd and to be 
talked of,, if not with applause, at least with 
noise. Unnoticed, she would die broken- 
heai'ted within three months, or perish within 

• See Le Voyageur Suiss«, pages 423 et 424. 

three 
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thfee weeks of mortificatiim. Let the public 
only converse of her ; to be the object of Aeir 
scandal, calumny, and even abase, wonld be 
preferred by her to not being spoken of at all; 
She certainly is a very handsome ;vonian, ex- 
ceedingly insinaating. Her refinement of co- 
quetry is carried to such a degree, that it 
easily imposes on the wise as well as on the 
fool, on the man of the world as well as on the 
recluse.' Though her genius is dull, contra- 
dictory as it seems, her penetration is qnick. 
Woe to you should she discover your foible : 
yon are undone. You must be cooled by the 
ice of age, or have received an unfeeling 
heart from the hand of nature, not to fall 
in love with her ; but a love without hope will 
b^ your lot. Her coquetry is so inviting, so 
tatictng, but at the same time so artful, so 
studied, so insensible, that she would with in- 
fifference, with pleasure, see you reduced to 
despair, and with pride and satisfaction hear 
that for hei* stake you had resorted to the pi^ 
tol, dagger, rOpe, or poison, to put an end to 
your pains ; not flrotn a bad ht^tt, but bectttiA 
such an ^ct would bring her and her attractions 
on the fashionable stage as an object of admi- 
ration. 
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ration^ blame, eftvy, or jealousy. You have 
no doubt read of her ostentatious devotion and 
charity. She goes to church as to the theatre> 
to be star€;d at^ and she relieves distress as she 
buys a ticket to the theatre, always among 
lirowds. She surrounds herself from calcula- 
tioii and vanity mth artists and wits^ iritli 
poets and men of letters. She patronizes s<Mne^ 
which costs her nothing ; flattefs others, (who 
lavishly return the compliment)*- which costs 
her less ;' gives a crown to one, a louis-d'or to 
another, a coat to a third, and dinners to alK 
All this is not very expensive ; but remark> 
these artists, these wits, these poets, and these 
. men of letters, draw her as a Venus, proelaim her 
a Minerva, publiik her charms, hing her genius^ 
and praise her liberality. Their necessities^ 
gratitude, and talents bestow on the wife of aa 
obscure plodding eitiEen that popularity, thai 
publicity vbe longing exclusively to rank and 
eminence, to the consorts of princes^ or to the 
favourites of the i:Mse». 

'^ You will undoubtedly <4^ject, that half an 
iiotir^s coftversalion cannot enable even the 
ablest and most piercing eye to, disco ver« nor 
^first-riKte gemw to appreciate; the real trfiits 

of 
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of any person. Tnie.^ But our friend L — *— «■ 
bas known and frequented her house for years,. 
and my superficial observations are made sub- 
stantial and S9lid by his profound reflections,, 
and cool and impartial judgment. He doeS' 
not deny that Madame Recamier as a wife is 
vnimpeached and faithful; but, adds he: ^^ Elle 
via ni temperament ni sentiment,'^ ^' Upon the 
whole," says he, *' her birth was mj^sterious,. 
her education mysterious, her marriage myste- 
rious, her conduct mysterious, her morals mys- 
terious, her virtues mysterious, and her vices 
mysterious : she was born the child of mystery^ 
is the wife of mystery, and will die the womaa. 
of mystery." 

To these opposite characters the author wiil 
add what has been communicated to him by a 
firiead on.whose veracity he can depend. He 
had. known Madame Recamier since May,* 
1798, when a letter of recommendation only,, 
from a banker of Hamburgh introduced him 
to her acquaintance. Little more than twO; 
years afterwards he was released from^ the 
Temple, where he had been confiaed, an(^f 
where at his release the r^ublican comnaissary ; 
of police forgot to restore him his cloaths, , 

linen. 
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linen^ and money. Musing on his fate in a 
walk on the Boulevards,, an elegant equipage, 
to which he had paid no attention, suddenly 
stopped. Hearing his name, lie looked round, 
and saw Madame Recamier alone taking an 
airing in her carriage, who invited him, with 
her usual unaffected civility, to accompany her. 
She had been informed of hid misfortunes, 
and concluded, no doubt from his dress, that 
he was not very comfortably situated. She 
inquired his addi'css, informing him that his 
friend at IjLamburgh had sent him, during his 
confinement, a letter of credit on the house of 
herhusband,whohad long been insearch of him. 
Withoutsugpecting any things hewenthomewith 
her, and she brought her husband, who confirm- 
ed what bis wife had said ; and added, that the 
credit was for six thousand livres, 2501. which 
if not sufficient for his present wants, he might 
draw upon him for a further sum. He took 
only fifty louis d*ors, wrote to his friend at 
Hamburgh, who in three weeks informed him 
that it must be a mistake of M. Recamier, 
as he had s^nt no such letter of credit. 

^^ This act of disinterested generosity needa 

neither 
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aeither explanation nor amplification. It 
speaks fcrr itself. It was the delicate compas* 
sion of Madame Recamier alone that suggested 
to her this^ kind and pardonable deception. 
He was shortly afterwards in a situation to re** 
pay this debt of hotMur; but he must in jus*^ 
lice also declare that always, both before> 
during, and after that period, this truly amiable 
lady has behaved to him with the same politQ^ 
attention as if he bad been possessed of hi* 
former fortune." * 

In his own opinicA th^^ author is convinoedj^ 
from what h^ has obserred during a' long ac- 
qttaintan^ witli Madame Recamier, that her 
goodness of heart is a^ pure and nnassumed a$ 
her piety is sincere and hei- honour unpolluted* 
She is as naturally indulgent and compas* 
sionate to others as strictly severe with herself. 
She undoubtedly is an amiable and modes$ 
woman, and a tender, faithful ahd affectionatQ 
wife. Her frailties ai*e few and harmless, but 
ber virtues numerous, honQumble and useful. 

* This anecdote is inserted ia the veiy words of fcho 
futbor's fiiendc' 

Such 



MADAME REteAMlER. 16* 

Such the autlioir knows to be h^r rrberafity anrf 
candour, that she would rather have forgiven 
Kim misrepresentations than if he had omitted 
the aspersions of her enemies and rivals, and 
Hiti'odttced- only the commendatiotts of her 
friends and admirers^ 

It is not her fault if gaping and rude crowds 
tease and incotumode hei' i^n her walks at Am- 
P^tdmto. attd London as well as at Paris. Btit 
what ttiay be excusable as enrtosity ifi the 
DMcbtiBd Eilglish, most b6 condenmed as iih-* 
|iei^inenee in Parismns and Frenchmen. ^ Ma- 
dame RecamSfer,** says K6tzlebu^,* '^ once goitig 
to Fraseati, where sh^ dearfy paid fbr the 
jileasttr^ <^ beitlg handsome, i!i!rast really htfve 
^sttited pity, had you seen her switoming itt 
the ctowd, tossed to and fro, and vainly en- 
deavo>aring to make good her retreat. People 
got upon the chairs to Icxok at her; every neck 
VFBB stretched ont, the hindmost pushed the 
foremost, and in all likelihood the object of 
this oppressive admiration would have been 

• Sec Kotzcbue's Travels to Paris, Vol. III. pagw 187 
and 189. 
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suffocated at last^ had not her agility and dex-* 
terity afforded her an oppor.tunity in a few 
minutes to escape/^ Can any body imagine 
that even the vainest and most unfeeling coquet 
could find any pleasure in being thus torment- 
ed end exposed? 

Madame Recamier 13 now (1805) in her 
twenty- sixth year^ and her husband in hit 
sixty-third. Though the^ according to' the 
duty of her sex^ never generally meddled witb 
political or reyolutionary transactions^ she 
nevertheless highly interested herself in the 
jfate of General Morea;u. Mr.Recamier^ Or pei*r 
haps her own discretion and prudenccj . pre« 
ycnted her, however, from shewing her real 
sentiments of the oppression and barbarities oi 
the Coii'sican assassin against this general, as 
well as against the Duke of Engbein and Ge- 
neral Pichegru, Her husband,, therefore, i^ 
continued ia his place of a director of the 
bank of France;, and his nephew, the young 
A. Recamier, has been appointed an auditor ob 
a kind of under-secretary of the council of 
state. 

The very able and fashionable artist^ Ge*^ 

rard>. 
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a*ard, though he commonly devotes his talents 
lo historical subjects alone, has lately finished 
a whole-length picture of Madame Recamier, 
as Venus, reposing beneath a thin veil; a 
performance, considered at Paris a3 a chef- 
d'oeuvre^ 



THE 
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THE COVNTSSS DE riLLENEUFB^ 

HE LA FORET, 

THE LUNATIC WIDOW* 



THE Countess de Villeneuve de ]a Foret 
is the widow of 'a nobleman^ who, when tra- 
velling in France in 1793, was, upon suspicion 
of an intent to emigrate, dragged from the 
side of his wife in their carriage, and nailed, 
or rather crucified, on the wall of a barn in a 
village near CoUeure. This act of barbarity 
was committed in the middle of the day, and 
a company of citizen-soldiers and soldier*'* 
citizens amused themselves diiring eight hours 
to fire at him as at a target, before death made 
him insensible of their atrocities. 

These i*epublican ruffians, consisting of eighty 
volunteers, were headed by the present grand 
officer of Buonaparte's legion of honour and 
governor at Lyons, General Duhem, who re- 
gulated the ordejf of. his men's firing. The 

Count's 
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Count's ieg%, thighs^ stomachy feelj neck> and 
Hght side of his breast^ were the parts at which, 
they might take their aim. To make his agonies 
so much the more lingeriog^ ten men only were 
pennitted to fire during each hour^ and at a 
distance of eighty steps. When they observed 
^at the nobleman had ej{tpired> his corpse was 
cut down^ and a large fire kindled in th^ mar** 
ket-place^ upon whieh it was roasted. When 
ready to be served up, all the young women 
of t^he place were put into requisition to assist 
.at a fraternal banquet ; ancl> horrid to relat^^ 
they were all, under ^pain of deaths o^blig'* 
ed by Duhem> who did the honours of the 
table, tp give their opinion of the flavour of 
itie fiesh ,of a roasted aristocrat ! When this 
patriotic feast was over^ a fraternal dance began> 
and four of the 4wenty-two wQmen^ who from 
terror fell into fits, were only preveitted froui 
becoming the victims of another republican 
|uiiitp-da*fe by the liberality of some of their 
relations or friehds, who entertained those 
l^rench anthropophagi with several dozens of 
irine, which by inebriety relented their cruelty •• 

* ^ Anoalca du Tenocisme, paged40« 

As 
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As soon as she saw her husband seized and 
ill-treated, the Countess fainted away, but was, 
by the presence of mind and fidelity o^ her 
maid, earned into a neighboaring cottage, 
without obstruction from the banditti, ^o 
were busy in plundering the carriage. As soon 
as she had recovered her senses, a faithful guide 
w^as hired, who by bye-roads, after many dan- ^ 
gers and fatigues, brought her at last safe back 
to Dijon, where she possessed a house. 

Within a month after her return she was, 
with her maid, arrested, as suspected, and shut 
up in a convent, transformed by the repub- 
licans into a gaol. During her confinement 
she was attacked by a brain fever, and con- 
tinued deprived of her reason, or insensible, for 
ten months. By this disease her life was pre- 
served, because ^he Committee of Public Safety 
had sent orders to transport her with other sus- 
pected persons to the Conciergeiie prison at 
Paris, where the gijiilotine was waiting for her. 
When the members of the revolutionary com- 
mittee at Dijon came to execute this order, 
they found her raving, and therefore judged it 
impossible to remove her. 

After the death of Rdbespierre, the national 

seal 
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seal was taken off, and her maid was permitted 
to bring the countess back to her house ; wh^re, 
after some months convalescence, she recover- 
ed her senses sufficiently to be intrusted with 
the administration of her property that yet re* 
mained unsold. During her imprisonment^ 
aad after the murder of her husband, both 
their names had been put upon the list of emi- 
grants ; and seven-eighths of their possessions 
had,* after being confiscated in the name of the 
nation, been disposed of at public auctions ad 
national estates. This is^one of the many 
examples of revolutionary justice. Numbers 
of families and of persons, during 1793 and 
1794, who had never left France or been abroad 
in their lives> were classed among emigrants, 
or ruined and proscribed as such,,.while they 
were detained in the republican prisons as sus- 
pected, with the revolutionary axe daily sus- 
pended over their heads. 

The countess was in 1801 as^ collected as at 
any period of her life. She transacted busi- 
ness, Corresponded with her friends, and con- 
versed in company both reasonably and agree- 
ably, '^ except when any question was discussed 
concerning the * revolution and its horrors, 

VQL. J. i ^hick 
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n^kick she comiderjed merely as a dreadful dream 
of her own.^' Slie believed Louis XVI. etill 
i^igning with glory upon the throne of his 
ancestors; her own husband sent on a confi- 
dential misfiipn by this prince; and six of her 

Selativ^, who have perished during the revo- ^ 
lution^ concealing themselves only to tease 
' ter. Buonaparte was, according to her opi- 
nion, an imaginary being, and ail the changes 
Ae observed around her were supposed by her 

.to be inventions or undertakings merely to de- 
lode her. When she heard any body com- 
plain of the Josses experienced by the revola- 
tfon; which was frequently the case, she would 
exclaim : ' Good God ! how many persons my 
dream has mad^ insane ! how much do I re- 
pent of ever having related it/ 

A niece, who is her heiress^ resided with lier, 
attended and watched her. This yowng lady^ 
by the advice of her friends, had refused to 
take out an act of lunacy against her aunt, for 
fear that some national guardians would ]ay% 
hold of the remainder of their property; and 
_ as the countess is sensible and reasonable in all 
other points but in speaking of th^ i^evolution, 
and as her anti-revolutionary mania is very 

harmless^ 



\ 
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.harmless^ it would have been cruel to trouble 
her. 

In the spring of 1801 the countess very un- 
expectedly determined to visit the former court 
at Versailles^ and made her arrangements ac«* 
coirdingly. She bespoke a new carriage, or/ 
dered new liveries for her servants, and ne\f 
court-dresses for herself and for her niece, who 
in vain endfravbured to dissuade her from thi« 
journey. After many consultatfons with her 
friends an expedient was adopted, which ac« 
corijplished all their wishes. A retmn^ emi* 
grant dressed himself in the uniform of one of 
the king's former gardes du corps, with a wh^jte 
cockade fastended to his hat. Thu^ accoutred^ 
be w^s introduced to the countess the evening 
before the day fixed for her departure. He 
informed her that he oame on the part of tlie 
king, Louis XVI. who forbid her leaving Dijon 
.without his majesty^s orders. The sight of 
him, and particularly of his white cockad^> 
. deemed highly to delight 4ier. She asked him. 
to sit down, declaring, at the -same time, her 
readiness to obey the orders of her sovereign, 
concerning whom she inquired with all tiie 

I 2 an:^ietj 
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anxiety pf a loyal subject, fearful of having 
incurred his displeasure. Being* assured that 
the order of the king was not an act of dis- 
grace for her, but of ten'derness for her wel- 
fare, commanded besides by political circum- : 
Stances, until her husband had. fulfilled his 
mission ; she inquired whether he dared charge 
himself with a letter for her friend Count de 
Montmorin, the minister of the* foreign . de- 
partment. Being answered in the affirmative, 
«he sat down and wrote the following lines : 

'' Dijon, Jpril23y 1801. 

'^ It is not, my dear Count, that my friend- , 
ship for you has decreased, but for fear of in- 
truding upon your more precious time, that so 
long time has elapsed since you heard from 
me. I intended paying you a visit in person, - 
but am prevented by the king's command to 
remain where I am until my husband's return. 
As he must eorrespond with you, tell him how 
cruel it is not to send me a' single line during 
so many years, when he must be well a^quaint-^ 
ed with my disci*etion. How happy would it 
have made me to salute the royal family after 

all 
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all what the mad people encompassing me have 
been raving about them! Is not Madame Royale 
soon to be married: and is no princess yet, 
chosen as a consort fpr the Dauphin, who will 
soon be of the same age as his royal parent 
when he married^ our amiable Queen? Have 
you heard at court of a man called Buona- 
parte, and what he is, or what he has done to 
^ turn the brains of so many persons in this 
town f I am frequently inclined to think that, if 
he really exists, he must be\^i conjuror. Em- 
brace your wortliy countess,*' &c. &c. 

The nobleman to whom this letter was ad- 
dressed had been massacred on the 2d of Sep- 
tember 1792, and his lady was guillotined in 
May 1794. Of the royal personages men- 
tioned, the king and queen had perished on 
the scaffold, and the .dauphin had been poi- 
-^soned in the Temple. Madame Royal was 
indeed alive, but she lived in .exile, and had 
been married since 1799- What a fortunate 
folly ! ' 

After this visit of a pretended garde du corps 

of her imaginary king, the Countess used to 

exclaim more frequently; ^^ Oh! how^many 

' persons 



/ 
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' persons my dream has made insane! iiow Ir*-^ 

pent of ever havUig related it.'** 

♦ Most of the particulars of this sketch are translated 
ttotti the work, Aoecdotea det F^mmesJ^arquantes/vol. ?}. 
p. 17$> 180» ami 191. 
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MADAME DE STAEL FON 
nOLSTEIN. 



Bans kur« propres fitets bientot envelopp^s, 
he monde avec pUi»ir voit les dupeurs dup6i. 

IN the year 1782 Gustavus III. appointed 
his pege^ a young noblieraan. Baron Eric- 
Magnus Stael von Holstein, a chevalier d'em^ 
bassade, ot a gentleman of the embassy to the 
court of Versailles, where his Swedish majesty 
was then represented by the late able and loyal 
Count de Creutz. 

Baron de Stael, on his arrival at Paris, had 
just entered his twenty-first year ; and was one 
4){ thfe most handsome young men of Sweden, 
a country fertile in Alcibiadeses as well as Alex- 
anders. Mr. Necker, thoqgh then retired from 
the direction of the French finances, continued 
however to receive in his house, among other 
Company, ihe inem^ejcs of the foreign diplo- 
jnatic corpse. Under ^ this title, or rather as a 

sfavcinj 
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ffavan, the Swedish ambassador^ Count de 
Creutz, was very intimate with the ex-minister, \ 

and in great favou!* with his wife, to whom he \ 

introduced his young countryman. Baron de 
Stael. 

Totally under the guidance of Madame 

Necker, her husband had resigned to her care 

the education of their only child, a daughter, ' 

who from her childhood had been in the hands 

of philosophical govet;nesses and philosophical 

governors. The philosophical mania of' her 

philosophical mother even went so far as not to 

employ about her a milliner, a music or 

dancing-master, nor to engage for her a maid 

or a valet, who had not some smattering of 

reading called by hevmommsL philosophy. Her 

head was therefore early stuffed with words and^ 

phrases, with pride and sophistry, with errors 

and absurdities. She could explain an enigma 

and compose an epigram before she knew how 

to put on a gown or how to pin a handker^ 

chief. She could explain the movements of 

the constellations, but she was ignorant of the 

manner" of roasting a fowl ; she could repeat 

the names of all the ancient philosophers, but 

she often forgot the name of her own maid or foot«t 

man. 
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man. She was a real or affected pedant long 
before she attained the age of a woman; 
^ The same philosophy that made her despise 
all information^ useful, necessary, and becom-' 
Ing for a young lady,, made her also neglect her 
own person^ though, even in her youth she 
could never boast of beauty. ' She was always 
plump in her person, with a coarse inexpress- 
ive countenance, and inelegant m^n^ers.. IdeaSj 
i^rcady distracted by premature philosophy^ 
became almost bewildei:ed by a rage foi: novel- 
reading. xShe. ig siai4 to have devoured^ before 
she was fifteen, six hundred.' novels in, thiee 
months,, and to have fixed on as many different 
characters for husbands as she had just been 
admiring romantic heroes* * Love or caprice 
induced her at last to finish* her indecision.- 
Two years younger than Baron Stael,^ whom she- 
considered from his modesty and timidity as a- 
child of nature y she concluded, in her exalted* 
and imaginary tr0;in of thought, that ptestin Y. 

* See Le Voyageur Suisse, pages 381' and 38^. Many 
of the particulari of Baron Stael's introdbction to Mr. 
Necker, and of tl^ occurrences previous to his hiarriage 
with Mademoiselle Necker,.. the author has heard from'' 
^e Baron himself. 

I 5 hadi 
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b^ seot him purposely twelve hundred mtlea 
from bii home to procure her that ideal happi- 
ness^ on which she had so often meditated by- 
day and dreamt at night* 

As the rich heiresii of the wealthy Necker, 
she had almost from her infancy been sur-> 
founded by French admirers as-weli as French 
philosophers; by some lovers who praised her 
charms^ by others who extolled her genins, 
and all flattering her preposterous vanity. Sfe- 
^ Teral young men of the most ancient nobility 
in France were assiduous in their attentions to 
her; and shewed an inclination to exchange 
ancestry for gold, or rather to render their na&. 
live tank more brilliant by the glittering trea- 
sures accumulated by an upstart. Many ma- 
trimonial overtures are said to have been made 
to Mri and Madame Necker by the Montmo- 
TCncys, by ,the De la Rochefoucaults, by the 
Perigords, by the Luxemburghs, 8cc. for. con-* 
iracting a fcemjily union; but Miidemoiselle 
Necker having, by the advice of her mother, 
been left to choose for herself, declined all 
other offers, and fixed txclmivtly on Baron' 
Stael as the only pei'son upon earth sheivould^ 
Wer marry. 

This 
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*rhi9 fiobkman, though descendefd from aii 
mcient and respectable femily of th6 province 
of Sudermania in Sweden, was exceedingly 
poor, possessing nothing but his trifling s&lary 
as a Chevalier d*'Ambauade, Too nnpresuming 
and bashful to aspire to the hand of a lady for 
whom so many contended, and too diffident to 
entertain an high opinion of his own personal 
accomplishments, he little suppose^d that thiaf 
idolized heiress would prefer a silent visitor and 
a foreigner to those haughty, vociferous, and 
audacious Frenchmen who encompassed her, 
and almost prevented every other person from 
approaching her. 

According to the principles of her philoso'-^ 
phical education. Mademoiselle Necker did 
not scruple to communicate to her parents her 
invariable inclination and determined choice, 
though at that period Baroa Stael had not 
grven her the least reason to believe that his 
inclination and choice coincided with her own. 
To this observation of her parents she .answer- 
ed, that she should either live the wife of the 
Swede, or, sooner than they expected, die «^ 
maid. To convince them that she was as re- 
solute as she bad declared^ ske bought a brace 

of 
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of pistols^ wrote letters of adieu^ and some phi- 
losophical discussions on the comfort and glory 
of suicide.* 

Madame Necker became alarmed when in- 
formed- of her philosophical daughter's seripus 
preparations for a philosophical exit; and 
therefore began with her husband to inquire 
of Count de Creutz concerning the family, 
character, and circumstances, of his young 
Countryman: and when satisfied on this subject, 
consulted with him on the best means of in- 
structing the Baron of the fortune that awaited 
him. It was agreed that the Count should 
sound him as to any previous attachment, and 
if free, that he should by degrees embolden 
him to pay his addresses to Mademoiselle 
Necker; and to give him hope, that without 
apprehending a repulse from the parents, or a. 
refusal fiom the dciughter, he might increase 
his visits to the former, and his attentions ta 
the latter* To tnake him still more worthy of 
such an honour, the Const procured hiniL the 
xank of a chamberlain tohis sovereign. 

Before Baroa Stael quitted Sweden,^ he was. 

\ 

* SseeLe Voyageur Suisse, page 382.. 

enamoyredt 
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enamoured of a beautiful young lady, his se- 
cond cousin, whom he had, as soon as circum^ 
stances permitted, promised to marry. He 
wrote to inform her how he was situated, and 
th^at his unioji 'with a lady whom he could not 
love, though it would make him unhappy, 
might be a measure to raise his family from 
that obscurity and distress into which it was* 
plunged by poverty. His cousin, without any 
other answer, returned him his marriage pro- 
mise, stained with her tears,, and in seven weeks; 
she was a corpse.* 

Baron Stael, before midsummer 1783, was 
already regarded by Monsieup- and Madame 
Necker as a soa-in-law, and by their daughter 
as a futurfe husband. The^ only difficulty still 
remaining before the- final arrangement of this 
affair, was how to obtain the approbation of 
his own sovereign of his. marriage into a family, 
against which that prince was strongly and; 
justly prejudiced, as well as how to procure a. 
nomination to some honourable and distin- 
guished post in France, for the gratification of 
the ambition and vanity of the Neckecs. Ap- 

•* See^ Le. Voyagcur Suisse, page 3 82. 
^- ' V plication! 
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plication was made to the late beautifol and 
generous queen of France; and the joiirney of 
the king of Sweden to Paris, in 1784, procured 
her majesty an opportunity of gratifying her 
own liberal feelings in obliging those who ap- 
plied and trusted to her. She not only ob- 
tained his Swedish majesty's consent to the 
marriage, but his' assurance of appointing 
Baron Stael his ambassador in France, and to 
succeed Count de Creutz, whom he shortly 
afterwards advanced to the post of prime mi- 
• nister, and president of the Swedish chancery. 
It will soon be seen in what manner Maria 
Antoinette and Gustavus IIL were rewarded 
for their goodness and bounty by the Neckers, 
as well as by Baron Stael and his wife. 

Many persons pretend * that an ideot wife 
is preferable to a philosophical one ; that if 
the former is unable to make a husband per- 
fectly happy, the latter never studies but how 
to make him completely miserable ; and that 
w man in his senses can hesitate for a moment 
in his choice between an innocent fool and "an 
ifwSorrigible tyrant. They^ add, that a female 

♦ Lea Melaiiges de Volt^e, ton^r II. p. ^3 and 24. 
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I 
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sfdiffan, or a^itty or learned wife, infatuated 
with notions of hef own superior genius, alsa 
makes an unfeeling or negligent uaother, and 
a bad and oppressive mistress. She teases and 
torments her husband with her numerous pre-' 
tensions, hei* childuen by her troublesome pe- 
dantry, and her servants by her whims and ca- 
prices. Without any ^ust principle of duty, 
of honour, or as a philosopher above them, 
she frequently unite» infidelity with dissimula- 
tion, ^nd oppression with both. She is ecjually 
artful as she is faithless ; and the power she 
cannot seize by force or persuasion, she usurps 
by fraud and duplicity. Such i? her cunning, 
thut she leads by the nose like a puppy a bus ^ 
band who roars and thinks himself a lion* Her 
bad qualities, instead of diminishing, increase 
with her years. Disgusting in her person^ 
filthy in^ her dress, the grey-haired female 
Sfavan, wheii advancing in life, generally adds, 
jealousy to her other defects and vices* When 
^ all other men desert her, she revenges heri^fby 
pursuing her husband like his shadow, prying 
into all his actionSj^ and tormenting him with 
an affection she never felt for any one but-her 
own dear self. Malice and envy^ falsehood 

and 
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and caltMtnny^ seandal and gossiping^ are pre^ 
dominate in her as in their native soil^ until 
she bnrsts or perishes by her own venom.. 
That this portrait of a female sfavan by Vol- 
taire, though overcharged, contained many 
ti'u§ lineaments. Baron Stael, by the misfor- 
tunes he experienoed, can testify. 

The following description is given of Baron; 
Stael's first wedding-night.* When the bride- 
and the bridegroom were left alone,^ the latter 
began to undress^ and the former ta philoso- 
phise. From politeness, he listened. She began^ 
a long and elaborate speech concerning the 
physical difference inthe.natural construction of 
both sexes. She gave her opinion concerning 
the propagation of the human species from the 
creation of the world ; which,, by the by, she 
assured him had never been created, but with 
little variation r existed from all eternity, and 
would continue to exist to all eternity. She 
inclined much to the system of Buffon, that 
the globe had been formerly covered with 
water, and that of course .our fir^t ancestors 
WiCre either fishes or amphibious animals. 

But, my dear," interrupted the Baron, *^ let . 

♦See Le Voyageur Suisse, pages 387 and 388. 
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US go to bed, it is getting late." '^ Not before 
I have done discussing these interesting to- 
pics/' answered the Baroness, " with which I 
am certain you and your countrymen are but 
little acquainted. For example, can you ex- 
plain how a foetus, which can remain in tlie 
womb of a woman for nine months without a 
breath of air, wfll, after its birth, die in a mo- 
ment for want of air, if shut up in a sack or in 
a drawer ? Your silence evinces your igno-i 
ranee, and your yawning your want of genius. 
Come, give me from the closet behind you^ the 
skeleton Doctor Sue has so kindly lent me, 
and I will in a moment explain the whole 
mystery.'* She then read a lecture on anato- 
my, as well, and with as much gravity, as the 
doctor himself could have done. How long 
she would have gone on in this strain it is diffi- 
cult to determine, had not the snoring of the 
Baron interrupted her, and shocked her to the 
highest degree. From that moment she con- 
ceived the most despicable opinion of his abi- 
lities, and of his application to improve him- 
self by her superior capacity. She told him 
so, and continued to think so until the last 
hour of bis life. He begged a thousand par- 
dons 
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dons {6t his inattention^ which was Owing en^ 
tirelj to fatigue^ having the night before been 
kept up by, the lectures of her mother nearly 
on the same subject. He entreated her to go 
to bed> as it was nearly day-light. '^ What 
would the world say,-' retorted she^ '^ if the 
daughter of the great philosophers Mr. and 
Madame Necker^ and a philosopher herself^ 
should pass her wedding-night like the igno* 
xant daughter of a. common mechanic i No/ 
Sir^ do not put the philosophical wife yqu hav^ 
.the happiness to possess^ upon' the same level 
with the unlearned duchess of F., with the illi« 
terate marchioness o( L., or the dull countesa 
of C, who air went to bed on their wedding-* 
nights befote their bridegrooms^ without eith<»r 
receiving, or giving, or perhaps thinking of, 
-the difference between the married and'uo-^ 
married state and its consequences, being aa 
little informed with regard to the produ<;tion 
of tUdir offspring, as my bitch Bijou is of the « 
littering of her puppies. Is it surprising, if 
generations of fools descend from sucK pa- 
rents? To punish you for your indbcility, I 
shall now leave you, and go to bed in my for- 
Bier apartment. If you do not listen more at- 
tentively 
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tfentively to my lectures to-morrow night, be- 
lieve me, I shall remain another night a maid, 
. and persevere so long iri statu q^w, and in not 
going to bed with you, till 1 shall finally van- 
quish youf obstinacy/^ The Baron prayed and 
intreated in vain; away she went, and the next 
day at dinner published before fifty persons. 
ihe philosophical manner which distinguished 
her wedding-night from those of the vulgar 
and Ignorant. The poor Baron blushed; bqt 
ftil the guests, who were also philosophers as 
well as her father and mother, applauded, and 
even congratulated him on 3iidi a treasure of 
a wife. It is said, that it Was not before the 
sixth night after his marriage thai the Baron 
ceased to sleep alone; and probably his wife's 
philosophical stoicism would tlfen have con- 
tinued for months, l^ad he not threatened to 
leave France and return to Sweden, soonet^ 
than remain the laughing-stock of alt the Pari- 
sians of both sexes who were not initiated itt 
the philosophical secrets, or of the philoso- 
phical tribe. Madame Stael had taken care 
every morning to send round to her friends a / 
bulletin of her connubial proceedings, as a 
proof of the power of reason over the pas$ions 

in 



188 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

in a strong mind, as she always pretended that 
she was doatingly fond of a iiusband she sa 
unfeelingly exposed to pains as well as to ri- 
dicule and contemptj*" 

A marriage begun under such inauspicious 
circumstance, could «ot give the Baron much 
prospect of ft%ure connubial felicity. In fact^ 
the^iuthority he had felt the^ first day of his 
matrimonial union, without rpity,^ but with a 
]^lentless insensibility, pursued him until he wa» 
a corpse. The inconstant, interested, and self-^ 
ish lover, was severely chastised in the unfor- 
tunate husband ; and Providence permitted hm 
French wife to retaliate; and revengjs t;he 
wrong's he had inflicted an his Swedish mis- 
tress. 

For the firsb twelve months after his mar- 
riage, he had, as report says, no cause tp sus- 
pect the fidelity of his wife^ Indeed her for- 
bidding ugliness, her pedantic and^ affected 
conversation, and her phlegmatic" systematic 
love, would in any other country but France 
have been infallible preservatives against the 
lust of the libertine and the desire of the de- 

I 

* See Le Voyageur Suisse, pages SSG and 387. 

bauchee^^ 
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t)auchee, against the attempt of the seducer 
and the seduction of the intriguer. But hav- 
ing in her marriage-settlement reserved her 
whole fortune for her own use, those unprin- 
cipled beaux to whom love could not but be 
repugnant, were necessitous and mean enough 
to cheat. They therefore courted and wor- 
shipped a loveliness to which she was a stranger, 
a beauty she could not claim, in speculation of 
pillaging riches that were her own, and of which 
she could dispose. Her moral characte?r was 
therefore in a short tjme said to be as corrupt 
as h^r social character was disagreeable and 
her matrimonial character insupportable. Ac- 
cused of being bs little delicate and scrupulous 
in her selection of lovers as in her sentiments 
of love, as proud of her rank and wealth as 
humbled at her inferiority of birth, she was 
Ibng before the revolution worthy and ready 
to become one of its heroinei?, instruments," and 
approvers, and to augment with ingratitude 
and treachery her other vices.*^ 

During 178y, and until her father's well-" 
merited disgrace in 1790, she was one of the 

• See Le Voyageor Suisse, pagos 386 and 380. . 

most 
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most active female apostles of liberty^ and one 
of the most audacious propagators of revolu- 
tionary principles and of the rights of man^ and 
of insurrections. Ahnsing a triple protection 
as a woman^ as the wife of a foreign ambas- 
sador^ and as die daughter of a popular minis- 
ter^ she committed such excesses^ and evinced 
8o much frantic zeal in favour of ^innovators 
and revolutionists^ that they could hardly be 
credited, had she not been repeatedly re- 
proached wirJi them in many works, without 
either any attempt on her part to deny, much 
^ess to refute them. In the aatichambers of 
Versailles, as well as in the gardens of the 
Thuilleries and Palais Royal, she mounted 
upon chairs, and by ^ her shasicful sophistry 
and fanatical declamation, tried to pervert the 
loyal, and encourage the rebel ; to raise doubts 
in^ the conscience of the timorous, and indig- 
nation and abhorrence in the bosom of the 
truly religious. 

Her husband, though a good and generally 
inpfiensive nmn, had n^either inherited genius 
from nature, nor acquired knowledge by ^ead«* 
ing and assiduity; wishing for domestic peace 
and tranquillity, and finding no other way tck 

obtaim 
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'obtain it than by submission to his wife's im- 
perious dictates^ he obeyed like a slave where 
he might liave ruled hke a master; he joined 
from weakness in a revolution lie de tested j and 
disclosed at the expence of his honour the 
official secrets confided to him by his sovereign, 
and which made him detest himself.* The^ 
loyal part wl^^ich the great and spirited Gus- 
tavus IIL took against rebels and atheists was 
avowed ; but his plans for restoring the throne 
of France to its lustre, and her altars to their 
pristine dignity^ were of course and from neces- 
«ky communicated to his ambassador, whose 

~ wife communicated them to her revolutionary 
accomplices. Had La Fayette and the other 
Biembers of the revolutionary faction no other 

^ intelligence concerning the intended journey 
of Louis XVI. to Montidedy, in June 1791, 
than what they obtained from Madame Stael, 
that alone was sufficient to impede all proba- 
bility of success. Baron StaeFj official func- 
tions vn^r^ at an end the instant his king heard 
of the arrest of Louis XVL aud his queen #nd 
family at Varennes* He continued, however, 

• See Le Voyageur Suisse^ page SQl. 

to 
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to reside at Paris until the reign of terror bf 
the philosopher Robespierre in 179S, obliged 
his philosophical wife to save her own precious 
life^ and to insist upon his protection and com- 
pany in escorting her safe to her father at Cop- 
pet in Switzerland.* ^ 

Even the danger which she had escaped, and 
the disgrace which the enormous revolutionary 
crimes had thrown on the revolutionary cause^ 
could not alter her revolutionary fanaticism* 
She is said to have maintained an uninterrupted 
correspondence with Louis Nar bonne. Viscount 
Noailles, the Ex-bis1iop Talleyrand, and other 
constitutional rebels, whom the lenity of the 
British government suffered to reside in Eng- 
land; and in cons<?quence could not have been 
unacquainted with the plots of disaffected 
Britons in 1794, nor of the conspiracy of Irish 
traitors some vciirs afterwards. + 

The Regent of Sweden, who, after the regi- 
cide murder of liis royal brotlier GustavusIII., 
governed in tlie name and under the minority 
of fais nephew Gu^tavus Acjolphus IV., was en- 

* See Le Voyageur Suisse, page 892. 
t Jderu. - 

codipassed 
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. compassed by bribed illuminati or philosophi- 
cal counsellors, who advised him in 1795 to 
nominate Baron Stael a second time the am- 
bassador of the Swedish court to France. At 
the bar of this same regicide national conven- 
tion, which during two years had perpetrated 
or caused to be perpetrated worse crimes and 
atrocities than Europe together has witnessed 
and deplored during the twelve preceding cen- 
turies, this ambassador, to compliment regicides 
and rebels, uttered the most infamous libel on 
his country and nation, in stating ^* that the 
Swedes gloried in being called the Frenchmen 
of the North," But though every body knew 
that he only spoke what Madame Stael had 
written, his diplomatic mission was shortened 
by the- indignant cry of all loyal Swedes : his 
wife's revolutionary patriotism had again over- 
shot its mark, and he was again recalled and 
dismissed * 

In 1796, Chevalier de Rehausen was sent to 
France as Swedish charg6-d'afFaires. His loy^ 
alty and integrity being as well known as his 



/ 



* Le VoyageiHT Suisse, page 393, in the note. 
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abilities, his anival was not much liked by the 
factious and by intriguers. Had be, however, 
submitted to the impertincut dictates of Ma- 
dame Stael, he might perhaps have enjoyed 
both her disgusting favours and the dishonour- 
able approbation of her friends the Prench 
Directors. But declining all fraternity with 
the former, and shewing a becoming dignity 
towards the latter, neither overcome by caresses 
nor intimidated by threats, he was judged not 
to be a la hauteur of revolutionary diplomacy* 
Under pretence that his appointment bad been 
suggested by the influence of the court of St, 
Petersburg, the Directory refused to acknow- 
ledge him as the representative of his sovereign* 
When Baron Stael informed the minister of 
foreign affairs La Croix, that the Swedish 
government persisted in its choice, the Direc- 
tory, contrary to the law of civilized nations, 
by a decree of the 5th of August, 1796, also 
declared its intent to persist in its refusal, and 
ordered the minister of police to give Chevalier 
de Rehausen notice to quit Paris and. France 
immediately. A Consul-general of the name 
of Signeul, was afterwards allowed to act as a 

Swedish 
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Svredish agent ; his patriotic sentiments beings 
as notorious as those of Madame Stael^ his re- 
volutionary patroness and protectress.* 

All the partisans of the French rebellion were 
united in assisting in a general overthrow; but 
they all differed when the question occurred 
^bout the division of the spoils, and of repla- 
cing a destructive anarchy by a comparatively 
regular government. Of the constitution of 
1795, Madame Stael, with Abbe Sieyes, sai^l, 
this is not yet the good one. She, with this 
famous constitution-monger, desired a mo- 
narchical democracy, under the head of an 
hereditary chief of one of the younger branches 
~ of the house of Bourbon. The present Duke 
of Orleans was their particular object of eleva- 
tion, under a hope of being able to govern in 
his name. She therefore did not command the 
efforts of the mass of the French nation during 
179C, to recall their legitimate princes; nor the 
new revolution of the Directory in 1797, in fa- 
vour of the jacobin terrorists. Upon an invi-^ 
tation of the then minister of police, Sottin, 
she was induced to quit the French republic^ 

* Sec Le Voyageur Snisse, pages 394 etSQo, 
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nrhere her incessant intrigues displeased the sus- 
picious revolutionary tyrants at the head of the 
government. 

The frequent difficulties and shameful dis- 
grace into which her restlesii and intriguing 
disposition had brought her husband^ had in- 
duced him for several years to live separate 
from her. Such was, however, still her power 
.over this weak man, that a vv^ife he had so many 
reasons to hate, continued at four or five hun- 
dred miles distance to manage him as much ^s if 
hy his side ; and in consequence, during No- 
vember 1797, he had several narrow escapes of 
inhabiting the Temple. All these vexations 
tind humiliations greatly impaired his health ; 
^nd made him, with the richest heiress of 
France for his wife, one of the most wretched 
^husbands in the worlds* 

About this time, Madame Stael had picked 
up a new acquaintance with a young' Swiss of 
the name of Benjamin Constant Rebecque ; 
who, from being an usher of a school at Bruns- 
svick, set up at Paris for an apostle of modern 
jphilo^phy. He began his philosophical ca- 

/* Ic Voyagewr Suisse, pi^c BJ7» 

Jieer 
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reer by claiming at the bar of the Council of 
Five Hundred^ in 1796, the rights of a French 
citizen, as a descendant of a family expelled by 
the revocation of the edict of Nantes. This 
proceeding, which in the time of Robespierre 
would have been followed by great applause^ 
now brought on him the jests even of the re- 
publican journalists. In revenge, and being 
supported by the purse- and pen of Madame 
Stael, he published in a journal of his own, a 
piece on the necessity of rallying round the 
directorial constitution. How sincere his ad- 
Tice was, may be learned from his promotion 
to a tribune shortly after the annihilation of 
this very constitution. He now resided with 
his philosophical honnt amit Madame Stael^ 
who has seldom made her lovers more happy 
thjan her husband. According to her instruc- 
tions, to obtain popularity it was neces' 
sary to oppose government, and to form 
under his banners a party mimicking the Eng- 
lish opposition. But before be had time to 
jdigest his plan, Buonaparte's bayonets inter- 
fered, sent Madame Stael out of France, and 
excluded her pupil from the tribunate. He 
has sia<?e been wandering with her in Switzer- 
land 



198 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

land and in Germany, at Coppetand at Berlin; 
always, with her preaching philosophy, and 
with her writing philosophy, as a consolation 
for exile and the loss of her parents and her 
Jiusband, -who died broken-hearted in 1803. 
Many may perhaps think that the revolu- 
tionary tyranny of Buonaparte, from w hich shie 
is a sufferer, may have cured her of her revp*- 
lutionary mania ; but they are mistaken. The 
revolution is still held up by her as a chef- 
d'ceuvrb of modern philosophy.* 

Of Madame Stael it may be said with reason 
that she has inherited the ambition and vanity 
of her father, and the genius and pedantry of 
her mother. In the many works she has pub- 
lished, w^ always tind genius, often taste and 
talent, and not seldom learning and profundity. 
But they contain also frequent inconsistencies 
and contradictions.; and a levity of judgmentjt 
and even an ignorance, which create astonish* 
ment. In a word, her literary productions prove 
that she has corrupted her abilities by for- 
cing them and by giving them a false direction^ 

* Le Voyi^eur Suisse^ page Sgs, and in the note of 
page d99. 
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by occupying herself with objects out of her 
reach, and by speaking of what slie did not 
understandr Her novel Delphine, the best^ 
but not the least dangerous of her works, is an 
evidence that had she kept within a line more 
conformed to her sex and strength, she would 
lave been one of the first and most agreeable 
female authors on the continent. 

Besides her works, De Flnjluence des 
Passions, See. ; De la Litterature cojisideree 
dans Its Rapports, &c. and Delphine, a small 
volume, called Manuscrits de M, Necker, was 
published by lier in the spring of 1805. The 
©pinion of the public is already fixed with re- 
gard to her former publications: the last, 
however, though the shortest, is^ therefore not 
the less curious, as a kind of funeral eulogy of 
her father. 

As M. Necker is justly considered to have 
been one of the principal promoters of the 
French -revolution, and as such an instrument 
in producing the fatal consequences which it 
has entailed on society ; his wife, his daughter, 
his friends, and partisans, have often attempted 
to extenuate his conduct and to exalt his in- 
tegrity, by pretended anecdotes, honourable, to 

the 
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the individual, and by ascribing to him liberal 
and enlightened views as a statesman. Besides, 
Necker, priding himself onhis disinterestedness^ 
and in the purity of his motives, and possessing 
a style sufficiently eloquent and much improved 
by habit, had, during his life defended his 
own administration in many works, equivalent 
in themselves to the eflforts of those partisans^ 
whom interest, affection, and consanguinity, 
had attached to him. That his and their 
united endeavours have, however, been ineffec- 
tual, is indubitable from the severity with 
which both royalists and republicans have 
criticised the author and complained of the 
minister ; the former reproaching him with all 
the evils of the revolution, and the latter think- 
ing his reforms too much restricted, and his 
plans in all respects too confined. 

Though in the title-page 'of this last volume, 
Madame Stael professes to publish only the 
manuscripts, of M. Nicker, nearly one half of 
it IB filled with what she calls *' Necker's ch*- 
ractcr and private life.*' Here panegyric is 
exhausted : his vanity, egotism, ostentation, 
ambition, and other failings, are unnoticed; 
^vhilc he is held up as a model of all public 

and 
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and private virtues, as the best of fathers, of 
husbands, and of citizens, as the wisest 
and most accomplished of .statesmen «nd of 
Writers. Every line convinces the reader that 
the biographer is a panegyrist, and that the 
panegyrist is a child deploring the loss of a 
parent. 

. Madame Stael begins by observing, '^ that 
il is a matter of general interest to be ac-^ 
quainted with the character and private life of 
a man whose political career fills a conspicuous- 
place in histary ," and '^ that this general in- 
terest becomes of new importance, and united* 
itself intimately with the cause of the highest 
morality, where the object is to give the por-* 
trait of a man, who, possessing qualities fit to 
be subservient to immoderate ambition, was^ 
notwithstanding, constantly guided or restrain- 
ed by the most scrupulous and delicate con- 
scientiousness ; a man whose genius knew no 
other limits than those prescribed by las duties 
tod €Cff*ectianSf and whose £icuUies acknowledged 
no otlier bounds ihBXihh virtues. Iniine,a man 
who first enjoyed the most brilliant destiny, 
suddenly changed by great misfortiraes; and 
who presents himself to posterity without the 

K 5 illusion 
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iUusion of succes9> and therefore cannot be 
judged or appreciated but by minds endued 
with some portioa of his spirit and under-* 
standing." * 

Every body must agree with Madame Stael^ 
that the character and private life of such a 
man as Mr. Necker, if written with impartiality 
and candour, would be highly interesting, both 
in a moral and political point of view. It 
would then be a warning to the factious, a les«> 
son to the ambitious, and a remarkable exam-, 
pie of those vicissitudes of fortune to which all 
]*eformers and innovators are exposed; of the" 
dangers of courting popularity at the expence 
of duty, and of the ridiculous and tormenting 
folly of aspiring to the direction of the affairs 
qf state without sufficient capacity. But when 
we read of Mr. Necker*s scrupulous conscien- 
tiousness guiding his ambition, and of hisge* 
nius, faculties, and virtues as a minister, it is 
to be apprehended that this publication is ra«^ 
ther intended to mislead posterity than, to in-, 
form or instruct the present age. 

« See Maiiuscrits de M. Necker, publics par sa Fille, 
pages 1 and 2. 

Aftei 
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After mentioning Mr. Necker's arrival at 
Paris, at the age of fifteen, in very low cir- 
cumstances, and his marriage twenty years 
afterwai-ds, when possessing an immense for- 
tone, Madame Stael, without entering inta 
particulars as to the honourable means by which 
these riches were obtained, suddenly and 7710- 
destly exclaims: '^ In fact, it is not an unex- 
ampled circumstance that the Jint of calcula* 
torsy the man whose authority in finances wan 
classical f should be one of the French prose-* 
writers the most remarkable for the splendour 
and magnificence of his imagination* This 
union of opposite qualities will frequeiitly be 
found in the character of Mr. Necker, and it 
may be considered as the striking ckar act eristic 
of a superior being" f The situation of France 
and of the French finances, when Mr. Necker, 
in 1790, was forced to resign his place as a 
minister, shows better than the bombastic 
phrases of his daughter, that although his theo- 
ries as a financier and a statesman may by hid 
injudicious admirers be regarded as classical 

* See Masuscrits de M. Necker,. publics par sa Flile, 

authorities^ 
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authorities^ the reduction of them to practice 
has be^n most cruelly fatal both to princes and 
subjects. 

'.* There is/' continues . Madame Stael/'* 
scarcely a merchant in Europe who does not 
know with what sagacity Mr. Necker managed 
his commercial concerns; although in every 
case susceptible of the smallest doubt^ be al- 
ways decided against his own interest. He 
has often told me that^ he should have made 
an immense fortune if he had not quitted busi* 
ness early^ and if he could have persuaded 
himself that very great wealth would render 
him very happy. ' I always wanted^' he fre- 
quently said to me^ ' the stimulus which aiv 
ardent wish for money^ for credit, or for power, 
supplies ; for if I had been bent on the attain-^ 
ment of any one of these objects, the means 
of attaining it were easily within my reach.* 
My father possessed too much elevation and 
sensibility of soul to be ardently ambitious of 
any of the good things of this world ; he lofced 
nothing with ardour but glory; there is some- 
thing aerial in glory; it forms, as it were, the 

• See Manusiirits dc M. Necker, page Qg. 

cloud 
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tlond which separates the thoughts of heaven 
from the thoughts of earth." Mr. Necker en- 
tered a counting-house with a salary of six 
huadred livres, 251. and left it in twenty years 
with a fortune estimated at the lowest at ten 
millions of livres^ 420^0001. and he began his 
public career as a mercantile clerk^ and finished 
it as a minister of state. Gambling in the 

"funds and usury made him rich^ and duplicity 
and cabal made him powerful. His love of 
msAL GLORY IS therefore as much out of the 
question as his disinterestedness and modesty. 

After having inserted at length every thing 
that was honourable to Mr. Necker^ and omit* 

. ted every thing relating to his intrigues for 
popularity and authority; and without noticing 
the audacity of a Calvinist attempting to force 
himself into the council-chamber of a Roman 
Catholic government^ and of a republican de- 
manding the place of a prime minister to a 
king; Madame Stael attempts to excuse that 

* part of his conduct which obliged him in 1781 
to resign his place as director of the finances^ 

. by saying * '' that as 'the authority and in* 

* Manttserlts de M. Necker, page 69. 

fluency 
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fiuence of Mr. Neckei" consisted entirely in t£e 
high idea formed of bis character^ and as the 
respect which he inspired must have diminished 
hdd he patiently supported the outrage, (i. e^ 
the king's refusal to make him a privy-coun* 
sellor,) encouraged in secret by persons con* 
nected with government, he thought fit to de-p- 
mand leave to resign, which she acknowledges 
made bim very miserable/' An instant after> 
however, she exclaims, * '^ How gloriovs, in 
fact, was this his first resignation ! All France 
paid incessant homage to Mr. Necker; and the 
French have such vivacity, such ease, such 
grace, when they pay a generous homage to 
umierited adversity! The King of Poland, 
the King and Queen of Naples, the Emperor . 
Joseph IL, offered to place Mr.* Necker at the 
exchequer of their respective kingdoms. He 
refused them all, from that love for France 
which was then the ruling passion of his heart,, 
and which to^ his* last moment formed the 
dearest interest of his life.'' The homage ren- 
dered to Mr. Necker by the fickle and cor* 
rupted people of France, on \vhich Madame 

* Manuscfiu dc M» Necker, page S5» 

• Stael 



MADAME DE STAEL. aofr 

Stael dwells with so much satisfaction, will be 
considered in its true light, and of no great 
value, when one recollects the objects that 
have since shared ft with him ; and it certainly 
evinces neither his merit nor their judgment 
and patriotism. La Fayette, Mirabeau, Robe* 
spierre, Brissot, Petion, Marat, Barras^ and 
other rebels and regicides, have all by turns 
received the same homage which was bestowed 
on Mr. Necker in 1781 and 1789, and which 
is now in such a scandalous and debasing man* 
ner heaped upon the most barbarous of all re* 
volutionary heroes, the Corsican assassin^ Na-^ 
poleon Buonaparte. . 

If the assertion. of Madame Stael be founded 
lA truth ; and in 1781 the Emperor Joseph of 
Germany, and the Kings of Naples and Po- 
land, offered Mr. Necker the direction of their 
finances ; it only proves that a philosophical^ 
or rather anti-social infatuation, and an impo-- 
litic and dangerous spirit of innovation, had 
found iheir way into palaces as well as into cot- 
tages.; and that sovereigns were not e^jtirely 
free from those erroneous motives, the appli- 
cation of which by subjects in France, have 

since 
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since ocoasiooed and still occasion the throned 
of all legitimate princes to totter, and which 
render the hereditary supremacy of all ancient 
dynasties precarious and insecure. As long as 
a despicable and criminal adventurer, assuming 
the highest of all regal titles and distinctions, 
is suffered to tyrannize over France, Italy, 
Holland, Switzerland, Spain, and Geimany^, 
what sovereign can feel his rank and indepen- 
dence, what people their rights and liberties, 
secure? Monarchy has more to fear from 
this usurpation, after its degradation by the 
sans-culotte Emp.feror of the French, thau from 
the calumnies of republican fanatics, or the 
doctrines of demagogues and levellers. 

It is a curious fact, that the mere approba- 
tion of the conduct of the republican Neekep 
seems to^have been fatal to monarchy and to ' 
monarchs. When Joseph II. died in February 
1790, his subjects in the Low Countries were i,a 
open rebellion, and a great fermentation pre- 
vailed in Hungary and Bohemia. Stanislaus^ 
the last unfortunate King of Poliand, died aa 
exile at St. Petersburgh, not only without a 
kingdom but without a bouse ; and at this mo- 
ment 
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meat a French republican army is encamped 
almost at the very gates of the capital of the 
King of Naples. 

When in November, 1792, Necker had the 
insulting audacity to publish a pamphlet in fa- 
vour of Louis XVI. (whom he had by his 
machinations precipitated from a throne into a 
dungeon) inviting his friends to defend this 
virtuous prince against his assassins of the Na- 
tional Convention, M. de Montjoie, with the 
feelings of a true royalist, wrote to the ex* 
minister, entreating him ^^ no longer to inter* 
fere in the affairs of a monarch whom hr& 
counsels had reduced to the last stage of mis* 
fortune, and to whom his presence had always 
been the signal of disasters." * M. de Mont- 
joie is a Frenchman, and Madame. Stael may 
therefore leai*n that the homage paid to Mr. 
Necker in France was not unanimous. All 
loyal subjects, all well-intentioned and well- 
informed men, were indeed nnanimcus; but it 
was in their detestation of that insolent fo* 
reigner, whose vanity and incapacity haa 
brought ruin on their country. 

* .Dictioonaire Biographique> vol. iii. pag? lOQ. 

Madame 
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Madame Stael bas inserted extracts fronr 
pretended letters of the late Empress of Russia^ 
Catherine II., to her then literary and after- 
wards political agent, Mr. Grimm^ who sent 
them to Mr. Necker; with whose modesty he 
was not unacquainted^ being both members of 
that philosophical ;and anti-religions fraternity 
mentioned in the Confessions of J.J.Rousseaa 
as dangerous to society, which considered Vol- 
taire as their chief and Diderot as their high- 
priest. In one of these letters, dated Su. 
Petersburgh, July 11, 1781, the Empress is- 
made to say:. ^* Mr. Necker's letter to you has 
given me great pleasure. I am only sorry that 
he is no longer in power. He is a man whom 
heaven has destined to hold the Jirst place> 
beyond contradiction, a& the seat of glory-^ 
He must live, he must survive a couple of his 
contemporaries; and then this star will be com" 
parable with no oth^r, and his contemporaries 
will be left far behind him.*'* 

It is not surprising that the Empress should 
declare herself sorry that M. Necker was no 
longer in place. The plaa and ambition of 

* MftDUBcriU de M. Necker^ note^ pages 87 and 38. 

her 
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' her life was to drive the Turks out of Europe; 
to which France^ quiet and respected, woi^d 
always have heen an obstacle. In the hands 
of financial and political quacks, like Mr. 
Necker, she easily foresaw that internal con- 
vulsions and misery would prevent the French 
government from impeding her views of ex* 
ternal aggrandizement. Her genius and pe* 
netration were too great to allow any other 
sense of the first part of this letter. As to her 
declaration ^^ that heaven had destined Mr. 
Necker to the Jirst place in Europe,*' it must 
remind Madame Stael of what Catherine 11. 
wrote to Voltaire in 1772, '^ thalS*€ligion had 
never possessed an abler defender, nor infidelity 
a more irresistible opposer," than this infidel ; 
whose writings, after undermining the altars of 
France, are now the rallying point of unbe- 
lievers of all countries. 

To ingratitude and to faction alone Madame 
Stael ascribes her father's loss of popularity in 
1790; and not to its real cause, the hatred of 
one portion of the French nation, and to the 
contempt of the oth^r. Such was, however; 
Mr. Necker's presumption at that period, that 
notwithstanding all .the^external symptoms of 

declining 
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declining popularity and influence^ he could 
scarcely believe the fact. The conciirrence of 
circumstances^ and the flatteries of his wife, 
daughter^ and friends, had led him into notions 
so extravagant, that he supposed, that if he 
were so inclined, he could establish a new re- 
ligion in France instead of Christianity. But 
he was at last undeceived, and even alarmed 
for his personal safety, by an insurrection 
which the jacobins excited for the purpose: 
and on the 4th of September 179^ he was un- 
der the necessity of writing to the National 
Assembly, demanding leave to retire, assign- 
ing as a cause the bad state of his health ; and 
profiering to leave the money due to him from 
government, which was stated to amount to 
two- millions, or 83,0()Ol. as a pledge for the 
integrity of his administration.. No part of 
this letter was deemed by his former accom- 
plices of the- National Assembly important 
enough to claim the smallest attention, and 
they accordingly passed to the order of the 
day. This indifference was a thunder-stroke 
to Mr. Necker; it was utterly unexpected j he 
felt it with the greatest sensibility^ and ac* 
knowledged that the Assembly by one single 

expression. 
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expression of kindness .might have retained 
iiinu , The whole of his books on his own ad- 
ministration is filled with complaints of the 
injury which his pride and honour had sus- 
tained from the unkindness of the Assembly* 
He had still some hopes of returning into fa- 
"vour, and notwithstanding his pretended ill- 
liealtth^ meanly waited eight days at Paris in 
expectation that some change of affairs woiild 
occasion his restoratiou to office ; or^ as he ex« 
presses himself, he liad the weakness to await 
from some quarter a sentiment of justice or of 
goodness.* 

The journey of this deserredly degraded 
and humbled minister through France, so dif- 
ferent from that of the year before, is narrated 
both by himself and by Madame Stael in the 
most pathetic -terms. It was marked with 
disgrace, insult, and danger. Arrived at Cop- 
pet, his estate in Switzerland, where he resided 
till his death, oblivion so completly enshrouded 
him, that all the reproaches of his adversaries, 
and five works ^ of considerable magnitude, 
l)«sides others of smaller importance, were in- 

*&ai I'Administf Jilion, i:c_. p, 4, 36, et 426. 

sufficient. 
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sufficient^ amongst those who were not imme* 
diate stifferers by the revolution^ to make him 
personally the topic of one moment's conversa- 
tion. To a vain and guilty upstart^ such a 
neglect was the severest of all chastisements. 

But not satisfied with describing Monsieur 
Necker as the first of political economists, the 
greatest of statesmen, and the most virtuous 
and i^ligious of citizens, Madame Stael be- 
stows on him literary talents, equal, if not su«- 
pericfr, to those of Voltaire% ** The most strik- 
ing feature," says she, '^ as^t appears to me, 
in the works of Monsieur Necker, is the incre- 
dible variety of his mental powers. Voltaire 
is tmique in the literary world by the diversity 
of his talents. I think Monsieur Necker is 
Hnique by the universality of his faculties.'^ * 
Ten pages are stuffed with such, and even more 
absurd and disgusting flattery. 

The manuscripts of.Monsieur Necker, edited 
in this volume by Madame Stael, are trifling, 
conipared with his former publication^. They 
contain some detached, or rather undigested 
thoughts, in the manner of the maxims of 

* Manusorits de M» Necker^ page 60* 

Roche- 
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Kochefbucault^ or characters in the style of 
La Bruyere^ with a short novel called, *' The 
Fatal Consequences of a Single Error,*' p. 49, 
which has the following paragraph, or sen- 
tence, or character. 



*^ THE WILL.—* — BUONAPARTE. 



€f 



What eminently fli&tingnishes tlie First 
Consul (1803) is the firmness and decision of 
his character; that superb will w^ich embraces 
every object, regulates every thing, fixes every 
thing, and which either extends itself or checks 
itself i ^ropos. This will, such as 1 describe it, 
after a great model, is the first of qualities for 
the supreme government of an empire. People 
at last came to consider this will as an order of 
nature, when all opposition ceases. Some re-« 
straint indeed is imposed on the will of those 
who hold the second places in the state, be- 
t;ause there great circumspection is necessary; 
€t qiiil faut y destitier une partie d€ ses 
vioyensJ' \ 

. The author is by no means certain that he 
has here given the true sense of the original, 
for he honestly confesses that no small portion 
of the philosophical jargon of Madame Stael 

and 
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«nd her father is to hini unintelligible; and 
non^ more so than the last sentence of this 
passage^ the original of which he has therefore 
transcribed^ that his readers may judge for 
themselv^. 

If any thing be clear however, it is this: that 
in Monsieur Nccker's and Madame Stael's 
opinion, absolute power, exerted in the most 
arbitrary manner, is requisite for the good go- 
vernment of France; and if so, certainly France 
is better governed than any other country in 
Europe. But it might have been supposed 
that the philosophical Madame Stael would 
l^ave recollected, that the same superb will of 
Buonaparte, on which the old dotard so fool- 
ishly declaims, as being the rare characteristic 
of a man destined by nature to govern a great 
empire, occasioned her to be banished without 
a cause, enslaves fifty millions of her fellow- 
subjects, rules without law, and oppresses with- 
out measure. Such gix>ss and sophistical flat- 
tery does no honour either to the memory of 
her father or to her owtt judgment and senti- 
ments. She no doubt desires to return to her 
philosophical admirers at Paris^ and this non- 
sense 
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fetise 19 therefore presented to the petty-mind- 
ed usurper as «n amende kdnorahle f^r past 
expressions and labours in fovour of liberty. 

Had justice or vengeance already stopped 
the atrocious career of Buonaparte, whttt is 
delated of Robespierre and his accomplices 
Cp. 133) might and wpuld, perhaps irith greater 
propriety, have been said of the revolutionary 
emperor, his infamous instruments, and his 
vile and corrupted «laves. '' Robespierre and 
his accomplices are held in horror by every 
man of the present day, on account of their 
unjust hatred, their sanguinary dispositions, 
and their abominable acts of violence. And 
probably posterity will reproach them, above 
all, for having disgraced tibertyy by incessantly 
invoking it, while, in feet, the success' of their 
hypocrisy, and the support of their tyranny, 
were their Only care." 

Madame Scael must remenlber, that on the 
gth. of November 1799, on tlie day of his usur- 
pation, Buonapatie declared' at the bar of the 
council of ancients, and ratified his 'declaration 
by an outh, that his unchangeable determina* 
Hon, interest, and will, were and should be, to 
maintain in France A republic founded upon 

VOL, I. JL liberty 
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liberty and equality, and upon popular repre« 
sentatioD. His proclamation to the French 
people of the 10th of November contained the 
same words. Who does not know that Robe- 
spierre was a revolutionary fanatic ? But can 
JStladame Stael deny that Buonaparte is a revo- 
lutionary hypocrite and impostor? The former, 
really expected, by means of terror, to esta- 
blish liberty and equality; the latter, supported 
by bayonets, gaols, executioners, and gibbets^ 
meditated from the first day he seized the au- 
thority to erect a throne upon the blood-stain- 
ed ruins of the rights and liberties of French* 
men, and of the independence of the continent. 

The impertinent presumption of the different 
members of the Necker family to disgust man- 
kind with their unseasonable, ridiculous, and 
reciprocal praise, has not ceased with the death 
of the ex-minister. The following observation 
is translated from page 30.* '^ The language 
of Madame Stael possesses a certain je ne sais 
quoi which approaches beauty'' Admirable 
diffidence of this amiablc\zdy ! 

In speaking of Buonaparte's tribunes, Necker 

* Mimuscrits de M. Necker, page 30. 

*ays 



MADAME DE STAEL. 2l9 

««^ys, properly enough,* ^* They know not then 
that the Gracchi were tribunes ; these modern 
orators, who in voting for the establishment of 
our excise-office or custom-house, incessantly 
exclaim in their speeches. Tribunes ! tribunes ! 
my colleagues! my colleagues ! tribunes i But 
there are people who are not restrained by. re- 
spect for any name, and who would willingly 
call^lhemselves Caesars, while they are running 
away as fast as they can. — Habit is jevery 
thing." Are not these hints thrown out as 
complimnets to the banished ex-tribune, Mr. 
Benjamin Constant, the present companion, 
comforier, and protector, of the inconsolable 
Madame Stael i 

In other partsf Mr. Necker complains that 
the British monarchs do not know how to pro- 
nounce proper speeches from the throne at the 
meeting or dissolution of parliament, notwith- 
standing the many beautiful models of ancient 
orators, particularly when they relate to a de- 
claration of war, or a proclamation of peace. 
" When the £nglish ministers speak to Eu- 
rope," continues Mr. Necker, '^ they are never 

* Manuscrits de M. Necker, page lOSet 107. 
t Idem, pagi 214 et seq. 
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kt their ease, and neither vigour nor originality 
is to be fonnd in their speeches/' The opening 
of the states-general on the' 5th of May 1789, 
'^as the only occasion, but a most solemA oc- 
casion it was, which Mr. Necker had for the 
display of his superior talents and judgment in 
addressing the public in the presence of hii^ 
sovereign. Oh his speech at^that period 
maAy and severe strictures were published; and 
from them he might have learned more pro-^ 
perly to appreciate his oWn abiHties, and to 
feel his oWn deficiency in that particular ta- 
lent which is essential for the formation of a 
correct opinion on the productions of others, 
and for which the confidence aitd assurance of 
egotism are but indifferent substitutes. It has 
been asserted atid ptoved, that in his speech 
he paid more attention to the style arid defli^ 
very than to the matter; he shewed hiAiself a 
Reclaimer, bat not an orator. The foljowiwg 
character of it is given by an able English Au- 
thor.'* " The worst thing I know of Necker is 
his speech to the states-general on their as- 
gemblifig— a great opportunity, but lost. No 

♦ A. Young*s Traveh, vol. !• page 1 10. 
• ' ' great. 
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great, leading, or masterly views; no decia.ioa 
on circuinstuQces iu which the people pyght tQ 
b^ relieved, and new principles of governpaent; 
adopted. It is the speech you vvovild .expect 
from a banker's', clerk of some ability." Thisj 
\% the modest Vefprmer yrho tajkes upw himself 
to instruct British, sovereigns and tbeil' minis- 
ters in.tbe art of oratory. 

la Ha advectin^mew.t to the noyel, w^tlcU 
Caches tbi« volume, Mr. Necker dcclare^ij 
** tbiit in A coijiy^rp^upn Gonceming the novel 
1^ JDielphinptf it waft rofi^intained tU^t (iQ}Tf,4$t\^ 
^ect^onalQne pp^ld,^p we]l ffi all ^thiCr love^ 
Iwpiftg ftbpnt the mqf t ^r^gici^l situati^^a. '^biift 
9pinipn bein^ contested, occ^fip^ed him t^ 
ffrite th^ w\P} ip questioii, th^ stpyy of whic^ 
is. taken ftqm r^al life." Madam© Stael, in ^ 
^lind of p;*ef^ce] says th^t her father had, it^ 
J8()3, ipt^nded tp publish it via a, literary, 
journal, but that he softer wards changed hi;f 
^pipiqn. '^ -But I," continues Madame 3tael;i 
'^ think it would be to leave his reputation in-^ 
complet^> XiQt to mak^ known ^ work ^o admi^ 
rabU in itself, and^o extraordinary on account 
of 4he ^af^c of the author/'* 

* Maauscrit deM. Necker, p. 225 and 29§* 

The 
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The story of this novel is simple, but the 
ityle is rather that of a lady of forty than that 
of an old man of seventy, which makes many 
inclined to think it the grand-child instead of 
the chiW of Mr. Necker. The language and 
the sentiments, the prejudices, the expressions^ 
and affectation of singularity, are entirely those 
of the author of Del phine; and the Undernes^ 
itfiih which Madame Stael speaks of it in the 
preface, is not that of a sponsor but of a pa« 
?ent. The story runs thus : Sir Henry Sum- 
mers, a Kentish baronet, on his return from 
his travels, marries, from affection, a young 
lady without fortune, who is doatingly fond of 
him. They live some years happily together^ 
and a daughter is the fruit of their union. Not 
accustomed to set any bounds to his ex- 
J)ences, he becomes involved in difliculties, 
and meets at a cl^ub a stockbroker, or rather ^ 
jpbbei*, who has formerly known hisfather^ 
and who insidiously engages him, under a 
prospect of advantage, to join in his specula- 
tions in the public funds. For some weeks he 
regularly receives several hundred pounds as 
his part of the pretended profit of his partner, 
who finally succeeds, iu obtaining from him> 

under 
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iindei* pretence of extending their speculations, 
several bills signed in blank. Of these bills, 
the broker, who is a ruined and depraved cha- 
racter, avails himSelf to an amount much above 
the value of Sir Henry's property. Having no 
other ijhoice but beggary and dishonour, or 
death, the baronet and his lady commit suicide 
together, recommending their only child, a 
daughter, to a maternal uncle. Such is the 
moral tendency of this admirable and extraor^ 
dinary work, pretended to be the last produc- 
tion of a, sincere christian. All the arguments 
in favour of suicide in Rousseau's Julia, in 
Goethe's Werter, and particularly in Madame 
Stael's Delphine, are here repeated. It seems 
as if Mr. Necker, after having by his vanity, 
ambition, cupidity, and ignorance, caused in 
this world the wretchedness of the present and 
of future generations, wished to see them 
damned in the next, by encouraging them by 
his impious sophistry to revolt against their 
Creator, to desert the post assigned them, and 
in order to avoid some temporary fevil, to Incur 
eternal misery. 

Considered as an author, most of Monsieur 
Necker's former works display marks of assi- 
duous 
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duous research and copious information^ bu^ 
are written in a style so laboriously polished, 
as to deserve the x^harge of affectation^ if thai 
charge does not appertain to bis wife and 
daughter^ who by tbeir flattery misled both 
his taste and his judgment. As an administrai- 
tor of the French finances, Mr. Neqker is ac- 
cused, with reason, of having carried with hiia 
into a ministerial ofHce all the na^Tow> selfish, 
contracted views, of a banker's counting-hou«>e. 
As a statesman^ his plans weKe circgnascribed 
and dangerous, ill conceived and worse exe«> 
inutp.d. The iVUlawiniar rnijnl^t. fmjSI tlv^ p€^of 

Mirabeau contain^ both witand truth* 

BIB. NSCKER. 
Agiolcur adroit, miDistre 8d«« moyeru 
De rien il fit d'or> et d*Hi) empire— rien. 

In hi<s private life,^ or as an Individual, Mn 
Necker was a good father, and a good bus* 
hand, but an indifferent citizen. After his 
vanity and incapacity had involved that state 
which had adopted him in all the horrors of 
revolutionary anarchy, his native country was 
swallowed up in the same gulf; and he had the 
mortification to sec before his death his fellow- 
citiaen* of the ancient republic of Geneva, as 

enslaved 
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efislf^f e4 a.p4 oppressed ^s the ii)h?^bi|:?i.pts ^f 
France, apd to knqy^r tjiat himself was the pri^7 
<;ipal cau3e of their common wisery. ^ 

AcpQicJipg to Madan^e 3tapl, I^epkier in bj? 
retreat yv^& ^ perfect oxid Ulu^trioas philosm^her, 
resigned to bis fate, and contented with h^ 
ppjitical ol^scurity. It appears h?weyer froi^ *' 
the exprflium to his work Sur fJl^ministrtitiQn^ 
^c. tf^^t hie retired to Coppet in a fit of suUpnr 
4ies3, ^pd ihought tjiat Jiis incepsed pridf 
^Quid be best appeased by a stately silei>c.e> 
l^ut to so V9.jn q, man, wbo^e struggles To^ cele- 
brity had been uninterrupted for nearly half j^ 
century, this approached loo niuch to a statjf 
^f nullity, and seeped tp accelerate his jour- 
ney to tfxe g^hades of qibliyion : he tberefoi^ 
fdopt^ed the excess of egotism. In order tjc^ 
comma^ui notoriety, or, more properly speafcp 
ii^g, to excite curiqs^y, he continued to write,. 
His adfliiratipn 9f jaimsejf and of his prgducr 
tions was considerably augnjented by the disr 
gjustixjg^d ifli^pe^tii^ppt p^^tiality of bis wife 
£pd daji^Jifer,;npve proper to excite d^sconleM 
than to soothe the disappointment of a discard- 
ed wxd dUg^'^CAd mukief^ yfhoB^ pfiilpsgj^t^^^ 

1.5 And 
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content^ and resignation^ Mr. Gibbon thus de* 
scribes.* " I passed four days ut the castle of 
Coppetwitb Necker, and conld have wished to 
have shewn him as a warning to any aspiring 
youth possessed with the demon of ambition-. 
With all the means of private happiness in his 
"power, he is the most miserable of human be- 
ings ; the past, the present, and the fnture, are 
equally odious to him. When I suggested some 
domestic amusements of books, biiildiiigs,8ic.lie 
answered with a deep tone of despair r ^' Dattp 
Tetat oujesuiSfje nepUts sentir que le coup dt 
'Tent qui m'a abattu. How different from the 
eareless cheerfulness with which our poor 
friend Lord North supported his fiiH I Madame 
\Necker displays more external composure^ 
mais le diable vty peri rien. It is true that 
flecker wished to be carried into the closet,, 
iikeold Pitt, on the shoulders l3f the people^, 
and that he has been ruined by that democracy 
which be had raised.'* 

Madame Stael threatens Europe in several 
parts^ of this volume, not only with the pnbli>> 

' * See Gibhonli Miscellaikeoat Works, vol. I. p. 91S^ 

catioik 
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cation of more manuscripts of Mr. Necker, but 
with a public life of this ex-minister from her 
own pen. By these considerations^ and that 
English readers may^ from the revisal of the 
present volume, conclude what they have to 
expect in future ones, the author has been ia- 
dnced to extend his remarks to the length he 
has done. If*» as reported upon the continent, 
Madame Stael by these frequent publications 
intends to keep Mr. Necker's immortality alive 
ft little longer, let her remember what Voltaire 
^id of Cromwell : D'itre a jamais hai ^nelle 
4mmortalite ! ! 

'^ Notwithstanding her recent flattery of Buo- 
naparte, Madame Stael's exile still continued 
in September 1805. Kotzebue, in his late 
Travels,* reprobates with fellow-feeling this 
act of despotism. *' But,'' says* he, '^ I am far 
from joining the host of Buonaparte's flatterers, 
mid I may therefore acknowledge, witb equal 
freedom, that there are many things in his cha- 
•ja^ter which to me appear unaccountable, and 
even reprehensible. For instance, his conduct 
to Madame de Stael, as long as he does not asr 

* Kotzclhie*ft Tiavels, yoI. I. p. l66. 

sign^ 
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tign hh reasons for it. M tlie moment I am 
writing, I bave not yet seen that lady^ whom I 
only know by her ingenious ivorks ; but as a 
citizen of the republic of letters^ nvhich will 
snnrive all other republics^ I muftt subseribe to 
the prophecy which this high-spirited female 
expressed with equal beauty and energy^ 
Fotisme danntz unt cruelle illustratieny J€ 
imidru une ligjfic dans voire histaire ! /" Neither 
|>hih>sophy>v nor society^ nor humanity^ would 
iiave been any sufferers bad Louis XVI. 'm 
i7B6 trefl&ed iiet parents and herself in the 
manner she was treated by Buonaparte in 180dU 
^ Whether considered asa wife^ as a ii^ubjtcty 
mr as an author^ Madame de Sstael i» repreheo*- 
aible in the highest degree* ByJiier polkioi^ 
cabals, sbe made Baron de Stael the tno^t nn- 
Ibrtunate of hii^bands;' and by her intRigiieS' 
ahe slfeortened his days. By her revolutionarjr 
ttnjthusaasm^.parl»ciilarly in the beginuii^g.af 
4be revolvtton, during her fiklh^r's popiilaritf > 
fihe debai»rhed the Wyalty ^ Oiore pet sons <0(f 
the lii^ber classes than any other le^foinMwMy 
Ssmde, All h^r wriung» iend to disguise 
truths to calumniate past experience,, to pro- 
voke modern jjiaovatioiis^ to dkaaoive those 

moral 
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iworal and xejigiojjs ties by which ponietylw 
so lottg been' held together and gradually ipvr 
proved, and to adopt in th^ir place French phi*" 
lo$qpky, and her own e;^travagant, errooeon^^ 
and impracticable notions of human perfeUiont 
of which she has declared herself the cham- 
pion. It i's true, that in tlie composition of 
her works she has had numerous assistants in 
her numerous lovers, because she obliged those 
who shared her pleasure to partake in her 
labours. In France, every one knows that Del- 
phine is the offspring of Benjamin Constant as 
well as of Madame de Stael.,* 

All the horrors of the revolution, the suffer^ 
ings of her parents, country, and friends, and 
her own disgrace, have all hitherto, and will 
probably for a long time, be unable to cure 
her of her revolutionary mania.- Among revo- 
lutionary fanatics, Talleyrand has declared^ 
" fools and femmes beaus^ esprits incurable; 
the former, because they cannot, and the lat- 
ter, because they will not, listen to reason. A 
fool, prepossessed with one idea, has no place 
in his head to admit any other to enlighten 

• See Les Noavelles ^ la main, nivose year xu No. III. 
page 9 and 10. ^ , 

him. 
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him. A female sdvans does not permit any 
one to enlighten her ; she humours and adheres 
to her chimera; and^ as it may be said^ covers 
her eyes with both her hands^ to exclude the 
light.* 

* See Lei Noavelles a la inain> thermidor year xik 
No. V. pagp. 4. 
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THE FURIES OF THE GUILLOTINE. 



THE French patriots and reformers of 
1789 began their regeneration by forcing open 
all the prisons and houses of correction, by re- 
leasing all the criminals, and incorporating 
them with their own revolutionary gangs. 

Whenever any grand blow was to be struck, 
any great crimes were to be perpetrated, or any 
outrageous violence to be committed, women, 
the dregs of brothels and of jails, Were the 
forlorn hope of rebels, the advanced guards of 
conspirators, and dangerous instruments in the 
guilty hands of incendiaries. "Kiey headed pro- 
cessions where the bleeding heads of butchered 
innocence were carried in triumph ; they assist^ 
ed at the savage feasts where the hearts of 
rictims of loyalty and honour were served up 
roasted, and were devoured as the most delici- 
ous morsels ; they set fire to palaces, after hav-* 
ing partaken of the plunder and witnessed the 

murder 
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- murder of their proprietors, which they had 
often encouraged. 

They were employed as the most useful and 
aetive propa^tprs of a revp^utiop^y doctrine 
in camps, in garrisons, in barracks, and in 
watch-houses. They sung ballads, distributed 
and posted up libels, treasonable, anti-social, 
{^pd bljEisphemQus. Tlie teniples of their Savi- 
Q^k' $ind tjie )ii^|)itations of their sovereign wi?rp 
alik^ iixvi^cied, viola|:ed, degradejd, and poJ^ 
lijl^d, by tbe,ra, They jd^jbauched^or perverleij 
youth, <^rrup|Qd the ^p$i^§pi9iou^, €aress.e4 
jbe profli^^te, ^pd forced even depravity itself 
fp l)l^sb fcH* their excesses. 

Tfceii' prostitiiitip^ seduced tl?.e tipops of ih^ 
% fciflg'e hpusebpld frpra tljeir allegiaijce, from 
fhcir Q^ligi^tiop.. Their jimpure embraces en- 
^Cfed apldi^vp Jp desert the colours of royalty, 
l^*^r§ X9 }om the stahdaffi of' reyplt, .th^ 
priest to fpr^akke b^ .^^t^h afid thp nobJe 
Ip jforg^t his bpijpijr. Th^y jtook a^v/a^Uage pf 
ij^e regard .^sually^Jiewp to their sex; of t|:|..e 
pjjevAiUng ppiyiion gf its veak^ess, ^4 i^ 
former ftulJity in p9Jitic^J lyrpubJIes ii^ Frmc^^ 
of the.b^eliief of i{s in^v^'m^fiyj jf ^wickedj. 

*f Wme iPAg i^^wm, .§fl4 if d|sfe»4ed> fif 
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its general wi^nt of energy ^^nd coi^ts^acy to 
continue for smy length of time the tool of tli^ 
factious^ vicious, or infamous. 

The success, impunity, and applau$e, which 
accompanied thein ^.nd their atrocious achieve*^ 
ments at VersaUles, in October 17^9^ called 
.uninvited to Paris ajl the most wicked females 
•and the xaost abando&ed prpstitutes qf the 
.proviHipeis. It hap ^e^ o^lculaled^ th#it during 
1790> 1791i aftd 1798, pot l€s^ ,^ha,n one buu- 
drc4 and twenty thoawnd female forgers, 
thieve, Qoii»^v^ afii4 b^lot^, avigoiwU^d the 
^jtftaa* 0f cftrfuptiw wd ifliiii»y of tlie ^apical. 
When, tjfejjwefore, ^x^ the ipanyr^o^iir ^ 
Louis XVI. on the 21st of January 1793, no- 
thing sacred was r eajpeeled^ when c^ll the tijeg of 
»orality and of religi^^n, of cbn^aog^inity wi 
of duty, of tenderness and of genespsity, oif 
Ub«raUty and humatuty, were dissolved aad 
buiist asuader; when injustice wd ferocity 
were erected into a system, and terror silenced 
ior crushed the voice of truth as weH as the 
clamour of conscience ; Robespierre and his 
regicide accomplices found it an easy matter 
to organize a corps, unique in its species and 
composition, totally unknown in modern as 

well 
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Well as in ancient history, called and execrated 
by the name* of The Furies of the Guil- 
lotine.*. 

In their first organization they consisted of 
two thousand at Paris alone, who were daily 
mustered and paid, regularly renewed, distri- 
buted in posts, doing duty as sentries, or col- 
lected in watch-houses in companies. When 
shortly aftei'wards discontent and sufferings 
occasioned insurrections and civil wars in the 
provinces, the guillotine and other instruments 
of death were decreed the order of the day 
every where, then their number was increased 
to ten thousand, disseminated all over wretched 
France. 

Their functions were to act as spies on all 
suspected persons, to denounce all disaffected, 
4o pry into the fortunes of the rich, into the 
opinions of the nobles, and into the secrets of 
"all. When they had discovered or fixed on 
any individuals for their prey, they were never 
to lose sight of them before their destruction 

' * See Les Annales du T«rrorisine> pages 1 and 2. 
Neady. the whole of this narrative is taken from that 
work« and from Le Jlecuell d* Anecdotes. 

was 
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was effected. They were shut up with them 
in prisons^ appeared as witnesses against them 
before the revolutionary tribunalj, and aug- 
mented the escort when they were ascending 
the scaffold. During the way from prison to 
the place of execution they were always on 
permanent duty, and acted according toorders 
transmitted to them from the Committee of 
Public Safety or froni the Public Accuser, 
according to the character or situation of the 
condemned victims^, or according to the pas- 
tions of malice or vengeance of their enemies 
and assassins. Those who shewed firmness 
they were to <}epress by recalling to their re- 
membrance what they had been, what they 
were, and what they might have been, the 
most fortunate periods of their lives, and every 
thing that could embitter recollection and ex-* 
cite regret. Those who were calm they were 
to agitate by alarms and threats for the fate of 
their relatives and friends. To those who were 
resigned they spoke of the prosperity of guilt 
and the sufferings of virtue ; and the last mo-> 
ments of those who struggled c^r trembled at 
the approach of death they tormented by hold- 
ing them up to ridicule or contempt. The ye- 

ligiow 
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]igious they aocots panted with ;li>la3{>bemie9| 
the tender with mockery^ and the humane yrnk 
extolling barbarities. To dying parents they 
predicted tile ruin^ .the prostitution of their 
offsprings and to expiring children this impendr 
ing disgrace^ misery, and destruction^ of theii 
parents. Lovers were tojrtured with account^ 
of the faithlessness of their mistresses^ husr 
blinds of the adultery of their wives, and* fc> ^ 
males of the infideUty of their lovers. They 
attsiicked ajid insulted all by gestui^eft as well a» 
by words, in hopes of prolonging their agonies 
and xnaking them more painful, t 

When death had m^e thqse ih^y so infauv 
i^ianly had puc&ued and persecuted no loitgar 
sensible to their cruel assaults, their business 
was not yet ended. After having stripped the 
corpses of the beheaded persons, they shaved 
their head or cut aft' their hair, wiich, with 
some blood-stained remnants of their dress^ 
they carried and presented by a deputation to 
individuals nearest and dearest to thein> an-^ 
nouncing to them at the same time that a simi*^ 
ku* destiny awaited them.f 

• Les Annales du Terrorisme, pages 2 and 8. 
• '^ Idem, paged. 

The 
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The execatioh, or rather judicial m«rcler> 
feoihettines of fifty, sixty, end everr a hundred 
persons, being over, ihe Furies of the Gtiil- 
Jotine finished the labour of the day by form- 
ing a ring round the scaffold, dancing in the 
blood, and forcing every woman who happened 
16 pass to join in the dance for lialf an hour 
or longer, to the tune of the Carmagnole , of 
Ca irdy of the Marseillois Hymn^ or other can-* 
mbal or revolutionary airs. This dance behig 
concluded, they returned to the coutt-yards of 
the revolutionary tribunals and of the prisons, 
or to the antichambers of the Committee of 
Public Safety, to give an account of their past 
exploits, and to obtain orders or instrtictiona 
for new operations. The day eftded in drunk* 
i^nness and debauchery with the spies, gens-) 
8*armes, and other banditti df tJie revolutionary 
antiy, who collected together every nigbt in 
the' dens of crime and filth ih and hear the 
Palais Royal.* 

At these periods, when any great objects of 
consequence atid contest between inimical or 

* Les Annales du T^rrofisme, page 4. 

rival 
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rival factions were to be discussed in the Na- 
tional Convention^ at the clubs of the Jacobins 
or Cordeliers, or at the municipality, they were 
put in requisition en masse to do duty in the 
galleries, to prevent them from being occu- 
pied by the friends of just ice, morality, and 
impartiality. There they were to applaud, 
murmur, or hoot, to laugh or to cry, to hold 
out threats, to call for mercy, revenge, or de- 
struction, according to the given signals of 
their revolutionary employers. Their pay wa3 
forty sous, or twenty-pence, a-day, which was 
always paid them beforehand. * 

The uncontradicted and well-known exist- 
ence of the corps of the Furies of the Guil- 
lotine is one of the many other proofs of the 
almost iacredible immorality of the pretended 
patriotic and republican French rulers, and of 
the depravity of mind of the mass even of the 
lower classes of revolutionary France, gene- 
rally the least corrupted in other states. This 

* Les Annales du Terrorisme, page 4. Le Recueil 
d* Anecdotes, from page 17 to page 21, gives exactly the 
same description of these abadoned wretches composing 
the corps of the Furies of the Guillotine. , 

explains 
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I 

explams the reason why the guilty Buonaparte 
has«o many worthy^ quietj and submissive sub- ^ 
j/ects. 
\In February 1802 the writer of this narra- 
tive dined regularly at a French restaurateur's, 
on the Boulevards, of the name of Con tat, 
where he sometimes bestowed alms on an old 
woman in rags, of the most wretched appear- 
ance. The senator C , another regular 

customer at the same restaurateur's, one day 
said to him : ^^ Sir, this woman is not a fit 
object of charity. I am almost convinced that 
she is even at this moment Employed by the 
police as a fepy, perhaps upon yourself. She 
was not long ago one of the most^anguinary 
Furies of the Guillotine. Her name is Gaure. 
I saw her kick the unfortunate Marie An- 
toinette, the late Queen, at the foot of the 
scaffold, and using at ^he same time expres- 
sions atrocious indeed." Upon inquiry what 
was become of the other members of this 
shocking corps, he said: '^ Some of them 
have perished or are transported for subse- 
quent crimes ; but many of them are still in 
the pay of government and of the police, ^6 
which they are very useful, as they personally 

know 
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know both all the royalists tto^ri^dtled ^hiritig 
the reign of terror, atid afll terrorists in irhosfe 
service they then were, but who now are sus* 
pected and watched by 6iir present rulers and 
their ministers." 
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MJRIANNE DES HATES, 

THE LYONESE SDFFEBER. 



NEXT to liberty and eqtiality, humanitv 
Was always praised in the speeches, and pro- 
mised in the writings, of these French reformers 
and innovators, who with their shameful hypo- 
crisy made dupes, and with their impertinent 
sophistry imposed even on those who mis- 
trusted their sincerity. ^^ When once all na- 
tions upon earth enjoy the blessings of liberty 
and equality," declaimed these traitorous fools, 
'' no capital punishments, will any longer dis- 
gra6e mankind^ nor humanity have to deplore 
the violation of its most sacred interests, be- 
cause laws will have no more right to behead 
or strangle an assassin, than the assassin has to 
stab or shoot his victim. Besides, for the 
crime of the latter, death, thetndof (^11 pains, 
is a punishment by no means so adequate as a 
VOL. I. M life 
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life of slavery and labour. The judge who 
condemns a person to die is as much a mur- 
derer as he who from revenge or rapacity 
killed the person ^ho had wronged him, or by 
whose riches he was tempted/'* 

Such was the antisocial jargon of Con* 
dorcet, Talleyrand, Roland, -Petion, Brissot, 
Robespierre, and other rebels and regicides 
their accomplices. But nt) sooner had they 
Hsnrped authority in France/ than judicial mur-» 
ders became the order of the day, attd guitio- 
tkies'Weredeei'eed in permanence all over that 
wretched counti'y. Every •action, however in- 
different ; • every word, however thoughtless ^r 
isffoctet, if hadioatiog'discointent Ht o^prte^ion, 
J^^rdach for gtiilt, or coimplaints of l^iifferings; 
were by their ■ revolutionary code coiifeideired, 
as capital offences; and pimished aecordiilgly. 
The rank of the noble, the dignity of the 
clergy, and the property of the Wealthy, were 
judged state-crinies, and impeached as high- 
treason against the nation. Wcwnen above 

* Mes R^fsxions par Condorcet, Paris, chte Tarty 
179** page 2. 

. fourscoi^. 
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iburscore., boys and girls who had not reached 
their third lustre^ ascended the same scaffold^ 
' end for similar imaginary or invented offences* 
As however the guillotirfe> which, according 
to Barrere's report ,'' might easily cut off thirty* 
isix heads in fifteen minutes/'* was, notwith* 
(Standing, tiot expeditious enough to satisfy the 
national vengeance, or to gratify the thirst 
of blood of the humane French republicans ; 
tsbooting and drowning in mass were ordered by 
Fouch^, and other representatives of the people, 
and sanctioned by the jjfational Convention, 
Several hundred persons of all ages and of 
both sexes, were at one and the same instant 
swallowed up in rivers by boats i la sottpape, 
or laid corpses on the earth by cannons loaded 
with grape-shot, or by battalions of soldiets 
firing at once. La Vendee suffered the most 
from drowning, and Lyons was inundated with 
the blood of thousands mutilated or annihi- 
lated by cannons or by musketry.! Of three or 

• Lcs Annales dii Terrorisme, the preface, page 6. 

It was pretended humanity that induced Doctor Guillo- 

• tine to invent the instrument of death of his name, which 

accustomed a ferocious and volatile people to see with 

indiiTerence the most shocking scenes of bloods 

M.a four 
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four hundred victims condemned en masse, it 
never happened that these grape-shot did not , 
maim more than they killed. The agony of 
those who were only wounded was, therefore, 
long and almost insuiferable. The swords 
of gens-d'armes and dragoons were employed 
to finish what the cannons had begun. 

That the reader may comprehend the man- 
ner of ..these barbarous executions, it is ne- 
cessary to enter into some disgusting details 
collected on the spot, or published by French 
authors even in Franice. Those condemned 
to be shot, were marched from the town-hall 
at Lyons to the walk of Breteaux, on the other 
side of the Rhone, about the distance of a 

9 

mile. Arrived on the place of execution^tliey 
were ranked in two files along two rows of 
trees, to which they were fastened after having 
their hands tied on their backs. The cannons 
planted at each entry of the walk at a given 
signal fired at otice. That done, the gens- 
d*armes or dragoons were ordered to charge. 
They rode over the dead or wounded, cutting 
and hacking unmcicifuUy as long as they ob- 
served any signs of life. 

These executions generally took place late in 

the 
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"the afternoon ; and the mothers, sisters, with 
other female relatives and friends, were for the 
next day put into requisition to inter those so 
dear to them, and whom they were almost cer*- 
tain of shortly accompanying to eternity. 

Such was then the disgust of existence, thdt 
when these files of victims were marching to 
Breteaux, many volunteers frequently inter- 
'mixed with them; and therefore when the ex- 
■ecution was over, and the revolutionary com- 
missary counted those who had perished, he 
often found them to surpass by dozens those 
who had been condemned. It, has also beea 
tstated, that when on the road the revolution- 
ary commanders and guards remarked kny in- 
dividuals that displeased them, or with whom 
they were offended, they without further cere- 
mony forced them to enter the file to be shot 
with their fellow-citizens. Those horrors were 
laughed at by the republicans, who, during 
their fraternal banquets, related with pride 
those evidences of their supremacy, and of the 
dread it inspired.* 

After 

♦ See Les Annates da Terrorisme, preface, pages 8 and 
9; licVoyageur Suisse, page 3; and Le Recueii d'Anec- 

dotes. 
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After the death of Robespierre, when rcvo-^ 
lutionary terror from policy put on the mask of 
moderation, all those Lyonese whose affectioQS^ 
tenderness, or sensibility, had any losses to la- 
ment, (and they were but few, if any indeed 
who had not) agreed to erect a cenotaph ia 
commemoration of those who had so valiantljr 
fought, so honourably lived, and so cou- 
rageously died. This cenotaph, tmique in its^ 
kind, was elevated in the walk of Breteaux^ 
upon the very spot where so many loyal and 
brave individuals had. bled, and under which 
they were buried« The pomp of its consecra* 
tion was solemn. It was of a pyramidical form^ 
and on its four sides- were cAgraved the folloi$^ 
ing venesz 

Lyojinols ven^z ^ouvent sur ce trlsie rivage^ ^ 
A Voaranris r^p^ter vos adieus. 
Us vous ont^legu^ lear courage, 
Sachffi vivre et moarir comme eax% 

dotes, page ISQ* These tetrible particulars any traveller 
might formerly have verified and heard from every valet 
^ pikce at Lyons, v^ho were eye-witnesses of them. Since 
the reign of Buonaparte, transportation is the lot of those 
who speak with indiscretion of past revolutionary sceses*^ 

Pour 
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Pocir eux la mort deyient une victoire^ 
lis ^toiejQt Ik de voir tant de forfaits. 
Dans le trepas ils ont trouv^ la gloire^ 
Sous ce^azon ils ont trouv^ la paix. 

I?assant> resp^cte notre cendre« 

Couvre la .d*.unQ simple fleur» 

A ^^ neveux nous te chargdons d*apprendye« 

Que notre jnort acheta leur bonheur* 

Qhamp ravage par une horrible guerre, 
Tu por^era^ up jour d'immortels monumens! 
Helas I qu^de valeur, de vertus, de talens, . 
Sont caches sous un peu de terre.* 

Round 

* Theseappfpg^lf^li^eB are from the p^n of De Lan^ 
dine, formerly an able advocate. Ruined by .the revo« 
lutiosb after having narfowly esqap^d .being n^iff^fjre^.^y 
it in 1708, he set. up as a.bookseller s^t Lyons. H^ wjofe 
also a. small volume coucernii^g his own sufferings duriog 
the reign of terror, in which were well and truly delineated ^ 
the horror^ and, dangers of rebf llioi^, and its unavoidab)» 
attendants anarchy s^nd l^loodsh^d. He dedicated this 
vdlume to his sons, and in it repeatedly warned thenp> 
*'Noi to middle, with the rud^ or helm, of/i v/sstej in 
tokich they tpere, only pastengejrs !** He b^s howev,er 
himsiglf, v^itl^ the usyal inconsistency of his. country* 
men, foiigott^n or invaded the preoept he gfive his. cbil- 
dren» He is. now one pf the meo^b^rs of thatrevolutioi^- 
ary senate^ which, by ]a pr^t^de^ sj^i^i^tus^ consultum, 

forced 
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Round this cenotaph, afflicted parents, aban* 
doned orphans, desolate widows, mournful 
friends^ and desponding lovers, were every 
evening seen walkir)g in melancholy meditation 
and religious silence, often kneelihg before it 
and inundating it with their tears. Their sor- 
row was calm, their regrets real, their devo- 
tion sincere, and their affliction unaffected.* 
But republican banditti envied them even this 
sad consolation. By -stealth, and during one 
single night, like robbers and assassins, they 
destroyed a monument which parental, ma- 
trimonial, filial, or loyal grief, -pity^ and affec- 
tion, had beeli for months constructing.* 

forced the C6rsican assassin and poisoner Napoleon Buo- 
naparte as an emperor on the French nation! The 
above verses are inserted in the volume written and sold 
by De Landine at Lyons in 1796. It contains also 
many anecdotes related in the different narratives of 
Lyonese heroines and sufferers, by the Author of this 
work. 

•After the cenotaph was destroyed, theLyonese'intended 

to build another, and to have it watched by centinels paid 

by them* But the government interfered, and instead of 

' punishing the destroyers, forbid the sufferers to attempt 

the erection of another monument of their loss, ^uch is 

always revolutionary justice. 

Among 
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' Among the many other persons whose ashes 
reposed in its vicinity were those of Maria.nne 
Des Hayes. She had particularly manifested 
a determined resolution not to survive those 
dreadful times and the loss of every thing that 
made life supportable. On account of her 
youth, her beauty, her accomplishments, her 
misfortunes, and her fortitude, she had excited 
uncommon interest, universal compassion^ and 
ti well-merited admiration. 
' The French revolutionary assassins, <jalling 
themselves republicans, had murdered one day" 
her grandfather and grandmother, two aunts, 
her father, her mother, two brothers and a 
sister, with her husband. She had been driveu 
out of her paternal dwelling, which the assassins 
of her family seized and occupied without mo-- 
kstation. All these terrible disastersovertook 
her before jshe was fourteen-. In vain did she lodk 
for consolation from religion, for the support 
of friends, or for the pity of the public. The 
churches were all shut, the priests all banished 
or murdered. All who esteemed her, or only . 
knew her parents and relatives, had shared 
their fate ; and the calamities which oppressed 

u 5 eyery 
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every classy of society^ hardened the hearts of 
evea the most tender. Selfisbnessj fear^ ov 
H^pathy^ exploded all other feelings. Those who 
were eoeompassed Yfitk gibbets and. execu* 
' ijoners^ with robbers and' assassins^ with £a<^ 
Kiine^ death, and desolation^ cared but little foil^ 
any other iodividnalthan themselves^ or rather 
were indifferent to every things even to their 
own existence. They all numbered their dayt^ 
like respited criminals^ over whose heads th6^ 
.m^ofd of the law was suspended by a hair^ and 
whom it threatened to strike every moipent., 

Tims situated^ poor Mariiknne presented her-^ 
H^lf before those sanguinary judges by whose 
fieFO<^ity she bad^ become a solitary^ hopelesSj. 
destitute^ and almost starving outcast of so* 
ciety. These barbarians had> after a sitting of 
three bo«irs> juat sentenced thirty individuals to 
be guillotined^ ai\d one hundred and eighty- 
two to be shot. They were going to dii^e m 
peace with their acccnoaplices^ toola^ and pros- 
titutes^ when Marianne called out to the^> 
*' Citiaens, for charity's s|ake accept of oi^f 
tictim more! Yoa have already dispatched 
mj griu^-pareAtSj my pa^rent^, my brothers, 

my 
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my si8,t6i:s^ apd rd^tivjes^ Of th;cee.gf neratipiis 
of mj family, I ^oi the ouly si;irvi,vpr I Wl^af^ 
CiM^ I do alone in the i^rorl^ i I d^tei\t ijPj^s^C 
a^ t]^e qaiv.^rsie. l^^t^ a^ period to my. wr^tchLr 
edi^ess. Foj^ ^umaaity's s^e cqudemn. xae ta 
^^f^th!'' It ^a^ oa I^er koee^^, %iid bailing 
^l^a w^tl^ her t^^, tho^ sh^ thus addresfi^4 
th^m. Co^rcfeajpd, opje of tJ^^i JM^^si, and the; 
qp^sjt A2^^/|^ o£ th^ sapnsiters, ph^ei've^ ^% 
sH^ ^9& tQo yoji/i^^ for Ui^ir tribuQi^L ^^ CHi 1^ 
sajd sl\ft, r^ ypi| h^v^ e^qcirted m^y m^^ 
jfowger, w^iy ^ipi^ld yo^ «)3v^ i^^ ? Ifo^ op^ 
49 qpt sp^^ m^, 9r QBJy tell «^^ by vi^hat act | 
^9P merit df ath^ I ^hfjl p,er{;^trate it i(i(8tfuitly V' 
— '' WeUj" ao^s^Rfare4 tl\^ Br^si^ent Baj^eij|^ 
WWi<»llj^> '' if Jf^ft ^ <Wt f^igic le ro\, y^m 
business shall be done at once, anc^ yg^ ^^al^ 
soon be dispatched/* • The hall immediately 

isepowdod MEitfe l^er voice, crying out, Vm ie 

toil Vive, h roil Vive U roil ^^ Carry h^ to 
the guiHotine iwith the other rebels and fana-*- 
tics,*' said Parein to the gens-d'armes/* — '* Oh^ 
how hftppy you make me !" retorted l^ariaiine, 
'' Qod \e pr^ifed ! I sh^l ijp l^ftAger s^ ojr 
mi^r ftopi all tbe^^ eaojijuti^l-" 8b^ %>5f t<> t 
WArds the scaffold, embraced the executioiier> 

and 
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a»d asked him earnestly to let her die first. 
*' I am/' said she, ^^ the most miserable being 
on earth, and shall be the most happy -in 
Heaven !'* In half a miiiute her head was se- 
parated from her body, and she was a corpse. ' 
'. Before she went to the tribunal, she had 
distributed , among other distressed orphans 
every thing she had, even part of her wearing 
apparel, preserving only enough to cover her- 
self decently. According to a whole-length 
portrait of her, exhibited at Lyons in 1796, 
she was rather tall and grown for her age, with 
blue eyes, a Roman nose, fair hair, and an 
elegant shape. Her face, if not flattered by 
the artist, was one of the most handsome of 
her sex, expressive of melancholy, but also of 
lesiguatioQ.* 

* See Les Annales du Tenrorisme, pages 4 and 5 ; Lc 
Voyagetir Suisse, pages 12, 13, and 14; Lc Recueil 
d'Anecdoteft., page 135 et seq. In this latter woik it is 
said that Marianne was descended from noble ancestors 
by her mother's side, but that her father was the son of a 
rich Plemish banker. Her father had retired from Business 
before the revolution, and had an income of 100,000 
livres, or 4000L His wes^th nv^^s his aad his family's 
only c<ine» 

^*AIa$^ 



< 

I 



V. 



MARIANNE DES HAYES. 



«53 



^' Alas, sweet maid, thou art gone ! but it 
Is to be numbered with angels, whose fair re- 
J)resentative thou wast upon earth. Thy cup 
of bitterness was full, too full to hold, and it 
hath run over into eternity. There wilt thou 
find the gall of life converted into the sweets, 
the purest sweets^ of immortal felicity/^ 
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*SH£ cU^'c^ £^0^6 citiz^in^ tho^gb 
iirom the beginning of the revolution^ oft^n 
spoken of France^ did not really exists until a 
regicide and atheistical republic had been pro- 
claimed on the ruins of the altas and the 
throne. Then neither principles, fear, nor 
shame, any longer restrained a certain class of 
women within the bounds of duty, honour, or 
decency. If one husband complained, the re- 
volutionary laws allowed them immediate di- 
vorce, and within six weeks they mi&;ht marry 
a more patriotic and complaisant citizen. If 
parents made any representation (reprimands 
w€re out of, the question) the same revolu- 
tionary laws had discharged them from all obe- 
dience, and broken the yoke of parental des- 
potism. Scenes ridiculous, extravagant, and 
indecent, rather than dangerous or cruel, were 
the consequences. 

In every city, large town, or village, of any 

population^ 
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populatioQj was^ established one or more clubt 
of female ckizenfi^^ or ^ as they often were calU 
tdjfomale sawicukitts; mimiGking the fraternal 
societies of the jacobin smisculottes. Th^y 
had their presidents^ aecretaiies^ speakers^, com- 
mittees^ and often their tribunes and galleries. 
They dMCUSsed motioaSj deliberated upoa pe<9 
titioos^ and framed decrec;s. They cdrjoe* 
flooded with other clubs, received addresses^ 
made honourable mention, bestowed the ho^ 
Jioura of the sitting\p and gave sisterly hi^gs. or 
embraces. Their halls^ or assembly-rooms^ 
w;ere generally decorated with the busts of 
Gracchqs;, Brntus^ Ankerstroem^ Marat> and 
Aspasia. Over the republicaq code of equa- 
lity^ over the rights of men and citizens^ and 
over the catechism of a people who did not 
acknowledge the existence of a God^ Iwas Siusr 
Iiended a cap of liberty, ornamented with a 
large national cockade. They had their pror 
pagators^ their informers, their lists of pror 
scribed and suspected persons. They inflicted 
penalties, demanded forced loans, ordered xe* 
.quisitions, and published their maximum^ 
They celebrated revolutionary feasts, and in-^ 
vited to sisterly banquets. They subscribed to 
patriotic gifts for clothing the saaisculottes, or 

distributed 
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distributed prizes to sansculottes for stripping 
aristocrats. They edited their journals^ and 
posted up their proclamations. They judged 
and condemned culprits or offenders. Their 
suTamsLiy justice consisted chiefly in inflicting 
corporal punishments or pecuniary fines. la 
flogging the culprits, they, as well as the Na- 
tional Convention) took upon themselves to be 
accusers, judges^ and executioners, at the same 
lime.* 

Several extracts of their j^roc^s verbaleSy and 
accounts of their sittings, are preserved. They 
are curious and instructive documents of the 
manners, morality, and spirit, of those times of 
overthrow and confusion; and at a more Te- 
mote period they will be considered as still 
more curious. Not to swell the volume with- 
out necessity^ the account of only two of their 
isittings is here inserted. The one is that of 
a female club at Paris, and the other that of a 
similar club at Bourdeaux. The former of 
these cities contained no less than ten, and the 
latter three, female clubs. 

The meeting of this female society at Paris 
was held in a vaulted hall, formerly a chainel- 

* Les Annales du Ttxioi^mt, preface, page 4. 

house 
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house belonging to the church of Saint Eus- 
tace, near the corn-market. Facing the door 
of entrance sat the presidentess and the secre- 
taries. There were two rows of benches on 
each side for the members of the society^ 
about seventy in number. There weic no tri- 
bunes, as in other female clubs ; dud the au- 
ditors and visitors were confined to the bot- 
'tom of the hall, and separated from the mem- 
bers of the club by a wooden bar, breast high. 
Most of the women, and particularly the pre- 
sidentess and the secretaries, wore red caps. 

" Sitting of the female society met in the 
charnel-house of the church of Saint Eustace ; 
presidency of the female citizen La Combe. 

'^ After the reading of the proc^s-verbal and . 
of the correspondence, the presidentess re- 
minded them that the order of the day related 
to the utility of women in a republican go- 
vernment, and invited those sisters who had 
studied the subject to impart the information 
they had acquired to the society. Sister 
Monic* obtained leave to speak, and she read 
from a paper as follows : 

* Monic at that time kept a little inercer*s shop in the 
•tre^t da Rempart, and at present superintends a little 

wine- 
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'^ Since the time of the famous Deborajiy 
who succeeded Moses and Joshua^ to tb^. two 
sisters Fries, who fought, bo violently in our 
republican armies, npt a century has pa9sed 
that has not produced a female warrior. Be« 
hold Th(imyris, queen of the Sqythians, whp 
fought and vanquished the great Cyrus;, the 
girl Marcella, who drove the Turks from Stalir 
mene ; Catherine Lisse, who saved the town of 
Amiens; the female De Barry^ who defender^^ 
Laucate against Henry HI.; Joan of. Arc, wfep^ 
made the English fly. before hex> apd„ sji^mne^- 
fully raise the si^e-of Orleans,, the nam« of 
which city is add^d toher own, 

'' Without thinl^ing it necessary; tp.giy^ yjap^ 
t]he nmnes of all those courageoiis> waiiHike 
women, and which woijld onjy serve tlje mor^ 
to expose the timidity of our, sex, by, contri^t* 
ing it with distinguished examples. of the va.- 
Ipur ofspmfi of them, I will.c^llto.your ^^in.djl^ 

• 

wincThouse at the end of thp Champa Eljs^c^. She hM 

served as a spy to the committee of general safety, a^d as 

directress of the females in the galleries, and in the pay of 

the jacobins. Her speech is not a feigned one ^ it was 

given, tp her by the deputy B^^e,.who ofieptioned it to 

tpA^-^TM Frsnah 4uth^ 

the 
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tlie masculine and warlike vigour of the colony 
of Amazons, whose existence female jealousy 
has caused to be doubted. I will tell you that 
danger did not frighten these new Bxtmans 
from precipitating themselves into the midst 
of edged weapons^ to stop the just vengeance 
of their former husbands. I will also mention 
to you the women of Aquila, who wove strings 
with their hair for the bows of their defenders. 
And lastly, I will call to your minds the female 
.cidzens of Lisle, who at this moment brave the 
rage of their besiegers, and laughing, smother 
the bombs that are thrown into the town. Tq 
what object do these examples tend^ but to 
prove that women can train batt9.1ions, com- 
mand armies, fi^t, and conquer, as well as 
men ? If you want more examples, I can cite 
Panthea,. Ingotida^ Clotilda, Isabella, Mar- 
garet, &c. &c. 

*' But I will not stop here : I will say to the 
men who think th^mselyes our masters. Who 
delivered Judea and Syria from the tyranny of 
Holofernes? Judith. To whom did Rome ow« 
her liberty and her republic ? To tw^o women. 
Who wa3 it that gave the last lesscfo of courage 

td 
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to the Spartans ? Their mothers and their wives; 
who, on delivering them> their shields, said, 
* Return under them or return upon them/ 

'^ But why do I dive into the dust of history 
to seek for feats of female valour, and ex- 
amples of women who have devoted them- 
selves for their country, while we have them 
in our revolution and under our eyes ? In 
1789, at the siege of the palace of the parlia- 
ment, the women exposed then^selves to the 
"brutality of the soldiers in the pay of the court 
to assail them with a shower of stones. At 
the siege of the Bastille, women, who were 
only acquainted with fire-works, exposed them- 
selves to the fire of the cannon and musketry 
from the ramparts, to supply the besiegers 
with ammunition. It was a battalion of wo- 
men, commanded by Reine Audu, who fetch- 
ed, in October 1789, the despot from Ver- 
sailles, and brought him in triumph to Paris, 
after having combated with the life-guards, 
and obliged them to lay down their arms. 
And, notwithstanding the modesty of our pre- 
sidentess, I must mention that on the 10th of 
August, 1792, she marched boldly, at the head 

of 
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of a body of confederates, against the castle of 
the Thuilleries, She yet bears marks of that 
day.* 

'^ If women are equal to the dangers of the 
field of battle, they are not less so to the labours 
of the cabinet. How many of them have go^ 
verned with glory ! I am only puzzled in my 
choice of examples. Theodelinda, queen of 
the Lombards, subdued Agilalpus, and extin- 
guished the religious wars that ravaged her 
country. It is well known that Semiramis 
was a dove in the cabinet and an eagle in the 
field/ Isabel of Spain reigned with great gloryj^ 
It was a woman who patronised the discovery 
of the new world. In our days, Catherine of 

• » • - 

* This is a fact : Mademoiselle La Combe, a pretty girl« 
abandoned herself up to all the excesses of the revolu- 
tion She quitted the theatre, went to Paris, became ac- 
quainted with the warmest patriots, and lived with one 
of them. On the' 10th of August she appeared in ati- 
amazon dress, and demanded employment of Westerman. 
She was placed at the head of some men, and received a 
wound in the wrist. During the revolution, she was seea 
every where, in the assembly, at the jacobins, &c. She 
founded and directed the female society we are speaking 
of.'^The French Author, 

" Russia 
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Russia accomplished that of which Peter had 
only formed the plan. But I will go Btill far- 
ther. I will maintain^ that though men hold 
the reins of government, they are still get ia 
motion and directed by woman. The examples 
to prove it are more numerous than the excep« 
tions against it. Augustus proposed nothing 
to the Roman senate without having consulted 
Livia. But without diving into the histories 
of other countries^ let us be satisfied with keep* 
ing to onr own. 

" The beau^tiful Terroniere governed Fran« 
CIS I. Henry II., Charles IX., and Henry 111.^ 
rnled solely by the counsels of Catherine de 
Medicis. The handsome Gabrielle caused 
Henry IV. tp commit many errors. Madame 
de Pompadour governed bim 'who governed 
. France. And lastly, the courtezan du B*rry, 
who was a mere doH herself, made a puppet of 
Louis XV. 

*^ I have thus proved^ that in all times, gow 
vernments have been directed by women; from 
which it is to be concluded * that they afe'' 
worthy to govern : I had almost said, more ^ 
worthy than men. Under then^espotism of 
kings^ we could not allow ourselves to make 

these 
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tb^e reflections^- but under a republican go- 
vernment the case is altered. I shall draw no 
further consequences from whslt I have said 
than to demand that the society shall in its 
n^isdom examine tvhat rank women ought to 
hx)ld in^the republic, and whether they ought 
still to be excluded from all its places and ad- 
ministrations ?' 

*^ This speech, often Interrupted, finished 
by bemg crowned wth violent applauses^ No- 
thing could appear more ridiculous than to 
hear pasiSages from history delivered by a wo 
man, who bblted otit eveiy word with an as- 
^rdnce difficult to be described. The clapping 
of- bands was follo\<red by a long murmur of 
▼oices, through whicb some words reached us, 
and some proposals, of ^hich the last were more 
absurd than the first. One proposed to raise 
8B army of thirty thousand women, and that 
the girls of the town should be obliged to join 
th^m; dn6ther, that women should be ad- 
mitted into every part of the administration. 
At la^t, ^fter half an hour's debate, it was re- 
solved to present a petition to the Convention, 
praying that a decree might be issued to oblige 
all women to wear the national cockade. 

*' Olympia 
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'^ Olympia de Gauges, another member; 
then demanded leave to address the society, 
«nd spoke as follows : 

/' In admitting what sister Monic has jitst = 
now told us, it appears to me that she has 
omitted some essential propositions, which I 
shall point out to you. It is not by the ascen- . 
dancy of women that empires are governed;, 
but it may be advanced, without any fear^ of 
being contradicted, that by them every spring- 
is set in motion. Who is it that checks or in- 
flames tl^e courage of the warrior? Consider 
Omphale, Dalilah, Armida. If the Supreme 
Being created the soul of man, he left to wo- 
man the care of animating it. Observe the 
maiden, how she dictates to. her submissive 
lover such law^s as she pleases. According to 
her will he become either a hero or a coward, 
a virtuous man or a criminal. The isolated 
man is our slave: it is only where men are 
united in a mass that they lord it over us. 
The great fault committed by our sex is, that 
it submitted to this degrading custom, on which 
alone is founded the ascendancy of man. But 
let us take advantage of our difference of dress 
to obtain som^ distinction. This is my idea: 

if 
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4f there are to be no more processions, thete 
will necessarily be some public fetes. Let the 
direction and management of them be given- 
to us. A beautiful woman, for example, com- 
missioned to head a crowd of citizens, and to 
excite the young men to fly to the defence of 
their country, will say to one of them : ^ De- 
part, and at your return the hand of your 
mistress shall be the reward of your achieve- 
ments/ He who hesitates to fight the enemy 
will hear her pronounce these words : ^ Stay 
at home if you will, pusillanimous wretch! 
but n^ver expect to be united to your mistress: 
she has taken an oatli to refuse the v6ws of 
one who is useless to his country.' The art 
that we possess of awakening the passions of 
men> will produce the salutary effect of ani- 
mating the souls of them all. Nothing will 
resist our seductive tongue. The warrior will 
be happy to obtain his laurels from the hand 
of beauty ; the young married couple will be- 
lie Ve their bonds more firmly secured if they 
are formed by the hands of a woman. Let us 
demand to direct the feasts and the marriages, 

and to be alone entrusted with the education 

• 

of youth. Thi« is the more easy to be granted, 
VOL. I. N em 
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as the priests who (I know not why) enjoyed 
this privilege no longer exist. It is for ns to 
supply their place, and to estahlish the religion 
of the true sans-culottes/ The last words oc- 
casioned violent laughter, but the discussion 
of these interesting subjects was deferred to 
another sitting/** 

That the occupations and deliberations of the 
members of the Female Club atBourdeauxwete 
notlesspafno^ic,incoherent,tumultuous,and in- 
consistent, the following pirecions pieceevinces : 

'* Extract of the prods-verbal of the Club 
of Liberty and Equality of the Female Citizens, 
assembled at the ci-devant convent of the Ca- 
puchins at Bourdeaux. 

^* Ventose 2d, year ii. of the republic, one 
and indivisible, (February 24th, 1794.) Pre- 
sidentess citizen Margaret Carnac, and Se- 
cretaries citizens Elizabeth Forain and Magda- 
lene Brichai*d. 

^^ After several addresses of congratulation 
and adherence had been read from the sisterly 

• This sitting of the Female Club at Paris is extracted 
from a well- written vmrk, published by Messrs. Long- 
man, Hurst, Rees^ and Ornie, called ** The Castle of 
the Thuilleries.** It is a translation from the French. 

societies 
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societies of Bayonne, Coigaac, and Angou- 
16me, of which honourable mention was or^ 
dered to be made in the proces^verbal, the 
presidentess announced tliat tho order of the 
day was the motion of the female citizen Jo- 
sephine Martin^ adjourned from yesterday, 
^ Whether it would not be more advantageou9 
for a commonwealth^ and for the preservation 
of liberty and equality^ to admit and decree 
COMMUNITY of property, community of 
women, and community of every other sort 
of enjoyments, as well as community of rights/ 
During the debate of yesterday, those who 
spoke against the motion were heard ; to-daj 
those who had inscribed their names in sup-? 
port of it were to ascend the tribune. The 
female citizen Adelaide Carreaux immediately 
presented herself, and began a long and very 
eloquent speech, of which the following are 
only the outlines : 

" Sisters and friends. A great philosopher, 
J. J, Rousseau, has truly stated ' tliat the earth 
belonged to nobody, but its productions to 
every body.' He justly execrates that man 
who made the first inclosure, and said Tim 
ground is mine. He considers him as the pa- 

N S . rent 
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rent tyrant and parent aristocrat of all other 
tyrants and aristocrats in the universe ; and he 
brands him as the first conspirator against 
liberty and equality. Our short existence evi- 
dently proves that we have nothing here which 
can with propriety be called our own ; and that 
the great mechanic of thousands of worlds has . 
indirectly told us by it, that what appertains 
to nobody appertains to every body. This 
principle has been acknowledged by the first 
National Assembly in its confiscation of the 
possessions of the clergy, and by the second 
National Assembly in decreeing the seizure 
and sale of the property of the emigrants of 
every <lescription. Those steps towards equality 
the National Convention has not only con- 
firmed, improved, but extended, by its forced 
loans and extorted requisitions, to which all 
rich men and great proprietors are subject, 
and which finally must reduce them to a level 
with the non-proprietors and sans-culottes. 

^* The necessity and utility of a community 
of property thus established, I will now pro- 
ceed to prove the numerous advantages result- 
ing from a community of women. That it 
will .to an Astonishing degree increase the po- • 

pulation 
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pulation no one can deny who sees before* her 
eyes so many parents without offspring,- anA 
so many children weak, decrepid, and un- 
healthy, merely owing to their descending* 
from the same father and mother; whilst the* 
benefit of ci^ossing and improving the breed 
of the human species is without contradiction, 
proved by the example of, and experimentr 
on, animals. Even in a moral point of view- 
its usefulness cannot be doubted. It would 
speedily and eternally banish those disgusting^* 
diseases which attack mankind in its sourcty 
and produce genemtions of wretched beings.> 
It would also cure all. the several diseases of 
the mind, as numerous and destructive as those- 
of the body ;- assailing us at the dawn of reason,' 
and seldom Reaving us till we sink into the 
grave. How many lovers die broken-hearted- 
or in duels! how many husbands, how many 
wives, are consumed by the passion of jealousy, 
or by an unavailing desire of enjoyment! Thiff- 
being proved, a community of enjoyment must 
be. the natural consequence of a community of 
property and of wives. No beggars will then 
any longer disgrace our streets, no criminals^^ 
crowd Gur jails, and prostitutes will no more 

exists 
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exist than mendicants^ robbers^ or assassins. 
Laws will then be unnecessary^ and law-suits 
and tribunals things unknown. The most ci* 
devant elevated and proud aristocrat^ if ener* 
vated^ will then be treated as' an inferior to 
the d'devant lowest sans-culotte if vigorous. 
The golden age will then return, ; and citizens 
o^ both sexes descend from their fraternal and 
sisterly banquets to sleep without opposition^ 
much less without molestation^ in fraternal 
and sisterly beds. Children will then never 
be orphans^ and parents never without chft- 
dren; old bachelors and old mitids will then 
in some few years be regarded as those fa« 
bulous beings with which ancient authors have 
in. their writings entertained their readers. 

'' This speech was received with the most 
iinbounded applauses and unanimous approba«> 
tion of all the members present. Some old 
matrons in the gallery, however, murmured, 
and asked ' What will then become of us f We 
too are women, and we too love men.' The 
presidentess instantly called them to order; 
and the female citizen Caroline Nicas mounted 
the tribune, and thus addressed the audience : 

^^ Sisters and friends. After the patriotic 

speech 
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Ip^ch of sister Carreanx nothing remained to 
be said in favour of a motion so congenial both 
with the feelings of every member of this so- 
ciety, and with the opinions of every sensible 
being and true patriot. I should therefore not 
have troubled you,, my listers and friends, with 
any additional observations, had not some ve- 
teran sisters in the galleries manifested signs 
of disapprobation of what they misunderstood 
or did not comprehend. I shall not tell them 
what tliey already know, that they also hav« 
been young, and of course had their portioi^ 
of the pleasures and enjoyments of youth: I 
will, however, inform them, that if the society 
in its wisdom petitions for, and the National 
Convention in its ju;stice djecrees, a community 
of wives, those unknown beauties or defects of 
our se:^ hitherto concealed will no longer con- 
tinue the secrets of husbands or lovers, when 
every man is at full liberty to m^Jce domiciliary 
visits when and as often as he likes. Will not 
many at^tiqu^ted ones of our sex, with alabas<- 
ter skin, well-shaped and strong limbs, and 
firm 'flesh, be preferred to our young girls, 
whose gowns serve only to conceal ill-formed 
and deformed thighs, crooked legs, a body of 

a salloir 
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a sallow or yellow hue, soft and flabby as k 
lialf-worn mattress? BiU; should' the society, 
notwithstanding these and other strong argu- 
rpents in favour of the original motion, pasa 
to another order of the day, I will propose an 
amendment, to which 1 am sure no female can 
object, as it suits all ages : ^ That a sisterly 
address be presented to our brothers of the 
National Convention, by them to be converted 
into a decree, commanding every citizen in- 
tending to enter the matrimonial state, to be 
provided not only with an act of civism, sign- 
ed by the municipality, but with a certificate 
of capability, signed by the officer of health 
of the department/-— The original mation waa^ 
however, called for on all sides ; fifty sisters 
spoke at the same time ; and /is the tumult did 
not cease, the presidentess covered herself, de- 
clared the sitting at an end, and an adjourn- 
ment both of the original motion and of the 
amendment until the next day/'* 

• See Le Journal *le tl Garonne, le 6 Ventose, year ii. 
No. 196, page 5i, 6, et 7- In the same journal i| men- 
tioned a deputation of servant-maids, who presented to 
,another Female Club at Bourdeaux, assembled in the 
green-room of the theatre, a petition, in which they de- 
• mended 
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Such were chiefly the important subjects, to 
discuss which wives deserted their husbands, mo- 
there their children, and daughters their parents. 
But this revolutionary mania fortunately ex- 
tended only to the families and relatives of 
patriots and jacobins, to the lowest of the 
middle classes, and to the wives, daughters^ 
and sisters, of petty shopkeepers, of mechanics, 
of journeymen, and of day-labourers. 

Until the death of Robespierre the revolu-* 
tionary government encouraged the formatioi> 
of these Female Clubs. They kept up the 
spirit of anarchy and innovation, and by their 
novelty diverted the attention of a great num- 
ber of persons from remarking or meditating • 
on the atrocities daily perpetrated by repub- 
lican tyrants. . So strongly had they imbibed 
the custom of independence and of licentious- 
ness, that it was found almost as difiicult for 
the National Convention to disband the corps 

xnanded a law against their mastery anti jni»tres8es» who ' 
forced them to pay for any spoons or plate lost> or any 
china or glasses broken. The petitioners were admitted ^ 
to the honours of the sitting, but the petitioD was re-. - 
feired to a committee. 

N 6 ©f. 
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of these patriotic, sisters as to dissolve the gang 
of the jacobin banditti. The Female Ciub» 
were^ however^ shut up in the same decade 
with those of the jacobins. 

At Paris the sisters of these societies conti- 
nued nevertheless to meet in groups in the 
Palais Royalj in other public gardens^ and on 
the Boulevards^. Whatever faction opposed 
or was inimical to the plans ^nd views of 
the National Convention^ was sure to find in 
them strenuous adherents and firm supporters, 
as thej had then sworn eternal hatred to it« 
In the different insurrections against diis as«- 
semblj they always made a distinguished 
figure^ and many of them perished. They 
beld^ however^ their secret meetings until Buo-^ 
B^parte's cannons in October 1796 dispersed 
or destroyed them. It was the Corsican tcr- 
iforist Brutus Napoleon Buonaparte^ who, in 
t^e name of liberty and equality, immolated 
as pretended royalists these sisters and friends 
ei liberty and equality.* 

* See Les-Aiuulcs daT«n«ri$ine> pwfcoe, page 6. 
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MOST if not all French female savantet 
o^ any talents or notoriety have figured in the 
annals of the French rebellion; they have 
more or. less, in -their writings or by their in- 
trigues, shaken the fidelity of the loyal and the 
faith of the christian. With Madame Necker^ 
Madame Stael, and Madame Roland, the he« 
roine of this sketch has played no inconsider* 
able part upon the revolutionary stage of France. 
As early as in the spring of 1789 she was ac* 
cused of having visited barracks and watch* 
houses, garrisons and ei\campments, for no 
Other purpose than to preach the rights of man 
and the duty of insurrection, to seduce officers 
and men . from the allegiance sworn to their 
sovereign, and to change obedience and disci- 
pline into licentiousness and mutiny. It was 
so much the more easy for her to effect these 
evil intentions, as her lover, the Duke of Or- 
:* . . - leans; 
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leans; her husband^ the Marquis of Sillery; 
her pupil^ the Duke de Chartres ; and her son- 
in-law. General Valence} besides four other 
relatives, a\l possf^ssed high military^ rank, or 
were colonels of regiments. Her sex, her 
birth, her situation ia«U£e, her abilities, and 
insinuating manners, were besides of no little 
use to her Vhile prostituting and degrading 
herself in the livery of an emissaiTy of the re- 
volutionary propaganda. ♦ 

The family name of Madame de Genlis is 
Ducrest ; and she is ^ster of the Marquis Du- 
crest, a chancellor of the late Duke of Orleans^ 
to whom he gave her up for a mistress when 
still very young. An unexpected and premature 
pregnancy being the consequence of this con-? 
section, she married, before she was fifteen^ 
^' , Brulart Count de Genlis and Marquis de Sil- 
lery ; the depraved companion, dangerous con- 
fidant, and immoral competitor, of thi^ profii-» 
gate prince. This marriage did not prevent 
"her from continuing her adulterous career with 
4ier lover; until^ beihg tired of her, he trans- 

* See Le Faction d'Orleans Demasqu^, kc. pieface> 
page la 

formed 
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formed his mistress into the governess of. his 
children by an unfortunate but amiable wife. * 

Distinguished from her entrance into the 
world by %n agreeable person and pleasing ac- 
complishments ; .formed for observing a society, 
of which she seized and exposed with genius 
and adroitness all the defects, ridiculous pre- 
tensions, and perfidious views ; it had been de- 
sirc^ble for her own reputation had she possessed 
philosophy 6r religion enough to resist the 
temptation of blending political with her lite- 
rairy laurels, and to think herself* capable of 
reforming governments and regenerating sub- 
jects, as well as to direct a school or instruct 
pupils. But besides her own personal activity 
to effect a general revolution, she published 
most of the political pamphlets in favour of 
the Orleans faction ; and in the name of the 
Duke himself the famous ^^ Cahiers h ses Com- 
mettansy" a sophistical and mischievous com- 
position, which gave a wonderful impulse ta 
the public mind, and served as a model to 

■ 

* See Le Faction d*Orleans Demasqu^, &c. preface^ 
page 15. 

most 
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most of those printed aaterior to the meettog 
of the states-general. 

In 1793^ ftfter her lover^ her husband, her 
friends, and several of her relatives, 4iad fallen 
the vietims of a revolution of whieh they, with 
ber, had been the apostles, and by which she 
herself was then proscribed, ^he priqted at 
Hamburgh a short account of her conduct 
since that epoch. In this work she endeavours 
to vindicate her character against the accusa* 
tions of truth, as well as the aspersions of igno* 
ranee and malevolence. How fSetr she has 
succeeded, some extracts from her own pub- 
lication will evince.* 

*' It would be unfair in mfe,** says she, '' to 
denominate all those intriguers who nleddle 
with affairs of state, although they really be 
not in office. Zeal for the public good, or for op^ 
portunitiet to servefriends, can actuate as eflec* 
tually as ambition or rapacity. I have known 
idrtuotis men and amiable women who had a 

* Short Account of the Condact of Madame de Gen- 
lis since the Revolution: Perth. Morrison and Son, 
Edinburgh 3 and Vernor and Hood^ London. Page 6 
ctseq. 

turn 
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turn for state aifairs ; and I a{)proved of their 
following the bent of their genius, because they 
were stimulated by the most disinterested mo- 
tives, and ihey had that chaiacter and those 
incentives which must ensure them success. A 
statesman, to conduct his business properly, 
must act iivith much duplicity ^ or at least flex- 
ibility. It is necessary he should be able not 
only to manage, but io gain to his interest ajj 
those that can be useful to him. He must have 
"prudence; at least a little dissimulation; but 
above alU ^ ^^^ astonishing /quantity of physic 
cal activity. I have no prudence, 1 cannot; 
dissemble, nor can I bring myself to quit my 
chamber for a moment : and no person ever 
spoke to me a single quarter of an hour on 
business of any kind, who did not perceive 
that I listened without understanding him ; that 
is to say, with the greatest absence of mind* 
I am subjected to many inconveniences from a 
propensity to trifle, so very ridiculous al iny 
age; but I have paid tOQ much attention to the 
concerns of others, to have had time to spare 
for reflection on myself. While I have been 
so industrious in the correction of the faults of 
my pupils, I;have not had leisure to attend to 

my 
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my own. But these very faults should be mj- 
shelter from the strange aspersions under which 
I have laboured these five years; 

*^ I never interested myself about politics. 
My aversion to every thing that had the small- 
est connection with them, and consequently my 
inability to act in any capacity, were so well 
known, that I was never intrusted by my most 
intimate friends with their business of that 
kind. I knew their sentiments, and the secrete 
of their bosoms; but 1 had only a confused and , 
vague idea of their fortunes and ambitious pro- 
spects. Together with this disinclination for 
active life, I cherished a natural fondness for 
solitude. Sedentary and peaceable, 1 had 
always an implacable aversion to any thing 
that could tend to disturb that tranquillity of 
mind so necessary to those who are devoted to 
literary pursuits. With such principles I would 
have wished for a revolution in the government, 
had I judged it necessary to the happiness »of 
the nation ; but I dreaded the commotions 
which must necessarily attend it. On the con- 
vocation of the States General, foreseeing that 
the disposition of the court y the disorder 
of the finances^ and the general discontent 

that 
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I 

that prevailed^ would be productiv^e of much 
disorder, I was anxious to withdraw from 
the scene of action ; and for this purpose, pub- 
licly declared that T intended to carry my 
pupils to Nice. Their relatives consented, and 
it was determined we should set out for Nice 
in September. I had, however, reason to re- 
pent that I had announced my determination ; 
for it was censured so much in the public 
prints, as a step that would weaken what little 
interest the house of Orleans yet possessed, that 
I gave up all thoughts of it, at least for the 
time. As I had educated the young princeA 
without any pecuniary reward, or receiving any 
appointment on that account, and had been ill 
possession of a considerable hereditary fortune 
for two years, / might have been perfectly in^ 
dependant Iiad I wished «^;-but I loved the 
(bhildren as if they had been my own. I could 
nofprevail on myself to' quit them : the eldest 
had yet two years to spend with me. To have 
left him at this period, would have been at once 
to sacrifice his education, and the work of so 
many years. I remained. It was really a sa- 
crifice, but I have made greater since. 

^^Howeverj 
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boudoir, were equally under her superin- 
tendance. She ingenuously avows that she 
wrote his letter to the National Assembly, in 
which he declined the regency: but she dares^ 
notwithstanding, to disclaim all confidence, all 
information of the plans and the plots of a 
lover, a friend, and a protector, who trusted ta 
her care the education of his offspring; of those 
who, if he succeeded, were to profit by his 
crimes, and if he miscarried, were sure to suffer 
as the victims of bis vile treachery and unna* 
tural ambition. 

Who was it that deprived an unfortunate 
mother, the Duchess of Orleans, of her sole 
consolation, of the company of a beloved 
daughter? Madame de Gentis. Who was it 
that carried -the young Duke of Chartres to 
fraternize with the rabble at the jacobin club ? 
General Valence, by the advice of his mother- 
in-law Madame de Genlis. Who was it that 
engaged this young prince to fight the battle* 
of rebels, under the command of General Du- 
mourier f Madame de Genlis, and her son-in- 
law General Valence. Who piersuaded him to 
remain under the colours of rebellion after the 
throne had been overturned and the best of 
kings murdered ? Madame de Genlis. Who 

induced 
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induced. and misguided Philip Egalit6 ta vote 
for the death of his relation and prince; to be-* 
come a regicide as well as a rebel ? Madame de 
Genlis. Who afterwards, even in exile, con- 
tinued the course of her anti-social intrigues; 
who enticed'the unfortunate husband of Pamela 
Fitzgerald to enter into a conspiracy which 
has occasioned so many severe but just punish- 
ments, and such accumulated misery ? Madame 
de Genlis and General Valence. Who, during 
the Irish rebellion, were the intermediate cor- 
respondents between republican France and 
disloyal Ireland? Madame de Genlis and Ge- 
neral Valence, Thus much for the political 
^nd moral innocence of Madame de Genlis. 

But even the repeated contradictions in her 
pretended justifi-cation, are sufficient to con- 
vince every impartial person of herrevolution- 
4kry culpability. These furnish her friends with 
no new means, of defence, but her enemies 
find in them arms and arguments to combat her 
victoriously. The hope of gaining the direc- 
torial favour misleads her judgment and almost 
blinds her, so as to surrender to her foes nearly 
at discretion. 

Her declaration of ignorance of the motive^ 

that 
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that occasioned the departure of the Duke of 
Drleans for England^ in October 1780, is 
equally ridiculous and absurd. They uere 
published in most of the French loyal papere 
Some days before he set out, and <;ould not bcf 
unknown to her any more than to every other 
person who could read. The miscarriage of 
his conspiracy on the 5th and 6th of October,' 
rendered it necessary that he should make a 
vigorous effort to raise himself by the debase- 
ment of the king/ or relinquish all the projects 
he had so long entertained. 

The royal family had since their arrival at 
Paris, performed an act of honourable charity 
at the express request of the queen, which pro-' 
niised to efface every impression made to her 
disadvantage, and put her in possession of the 
full love and esteem of the nation. This was 
a voluntary 'donation from the privy purse of 
nioney sufficient to redeem from the hands 
of pawnbrokers all body-linen and necessary 
wearing-apparel, pledged for any sum not ex- 
ceeding a louis-d'or. To counteract the favour- 
able impressions thus excited, the usual ifieans 
were resorted to. The report of the king 
having intended to fly to Metz and levy war 

against 
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against' the National Assembly, the orgies of 
the gardes du corps, and all the scandals which 
owed their origin in the malignant spirit of 
Madame de Genlis and the other inhabitants 
of the Palais Royal, were renewed ^nd circu- 
lated with increased diligence. The plenty 
which had Suddenly gladdened the capital at 
the king's arrival, as suddenly diiappearec^. 
New clamours were every where excited; and 
St. Huruge, and the other garden orators of the 
Palais Royal in the pay of the Orleans faction, 
were indefatigable in their efforts to excite 
sedition. The bakers' shops were besieged all 
night and 6very morning by a clamorous and 
starving multitude, and many experienced a 
totJal want of the first necessary of life. The 
meeting of the National Assembly at Paris was, 
tvith an impolitic precipitation, fixed for the 
19th, though no building was ready for their 
reception, and they were finally obliged to 
meet in the cathedral. Houses were marked 
with red, black, and white chalk ; denoting re- 
spectively an intended murder, pillage, or burn- 
ing. These were particularly applied to the 
dwellings of the members of the Committee of 

Subsistence^ 
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Subsistence, the principal officers of tfae Na- 
tional Guard, and the Farmers-General. 

All these indications of a projected insur- 
rection could not escape the attention of La 

' Fayette and Bajlly, the commander and mayor 
of Paris, whom the late dreadful catastrophe 
at Versailles had rendered more circumspect. 
They exerted themsielves with uncommozi 
vigour to cause a proper supply and regular 
distribution of bread ; and La Fayette in par^ 
ticular obtained full proofs of the conspiracies 

' and insidious manoeuvres of the Duke of Or- 
leans and his associates. Thus furnished, he 
repaired to the Thuilleries, and entered into 
consultation with the king, who on this occa- 
sion displayed his usual good-sense and mode- 
ration. Had the love of vengeance possessed 
a place in his breast, he could now have in- 
dulged it with perfect security: but he consi-s 
dered the general good of his subjects; and 
finding by the papers laid before him by the 
general, that Orleans alone could open the 
warehouses where grain was deposited, he re- 
solved on the more moderate and prudent mea- 
sures which were afterwards adopted. Mont- 

morin. 
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i^orin^ the minister, requested the duke to calt 
«t his bouse at an early hour in the morning. 
The doke was prepared for the subject of the 
tsonversation, by an intimation purposely given 
by Madame de Genlis's friend, the Duchess de 
Coigni, and attended at isix o*clock. He an- 
swered the accusation brought against him by 
the minister with the readiness of a man re- 
solved to make no confession injurious to him- 
^If, and with the haughty spirit of an inno- 
cent prince unjustly accused.. He continued 
in this strain till La Fayette burst from a closet, 
where he was Concealed, and laying open all 
his treacheries, asked what he had to offer 
against the pi'oofs deposited in the hands of 
the king? The duke, conscious that He had 
merited peculiar severity from the general, at- 
tempted to stammer out some incoherent ac?- 
count, but succeeded so ill, that La Fayette, 
giving way to iKidignation, attempted to strike 
him, but missed his aim, by the duke retreat- 
ing, and fainting away in an arm-chair. When 
he Came to himself, he wa$ directed to wait on 
the king, and to obey his orders, as he valued 
his life. His majesty, after some mild though 
pointed observations on his conduct, volun- 
tarily forgave him; but exacted a^emn pro* 
vol, I. o loise 
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mise that be should without delay repair to 
England, and from thence issue orders for aa- 
immediate supply of corn for his country. 

When Orleans communicated these events 
to bis associates (of whom Madame de Genlis 
and her husband were the principal), together 
with his resolution to adhere to his pronnse, 
they were thunderstruck. They attempted to 
shake his determination by every suggestion 
and every argument in their power^ but. ia 
yain. His passports were expedited, and his 
jpermission to depart obtained from the national 
assembly ; although Mirabeau observed that a 
mission of ^o secret a nature resembled a lettre 
de cachet, and made pointed allusions to the 
imperious deportment of La Fayette. It was 
impossible that an act so public, and so pub*- 
licly talked of, could I'emain unknown to Ma<»^ 
dame de G^^nlis alone;: to her, the, bosom- 
friend of the duke, residing with him in his 
palace.* 

That Madame de Genlis wished to quit 
France is probable, but this wish was not ex- 
pressed until she began to dread personally tlie 
effect of the anarchy and tyranny of the sove- 

* See La Conspiration d*Orleans, by Montjoycj and La 
Faciiou d'Orleans demasquee, 

reign 
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reign people; a sovereignty to which she was 
among the first to bow, after encouraging its 
claims, and defending its rights. Her plans 
first to reside at Nice, and then to go over to 
England, were among those many schemes of 
an active, restless, and agitated mind, as easily 
relinquished as they were quickly or rashly 
conceived. 

^' M. D'Orleans," continues Madame de 
Genlis, ^' remained almost a year in England. 
(He was fchere not quite nine months.) Some 
months after his return, I publicly resigned 
my office of governess to his children, and im- 
mediately set out on the tour of Auvergne ^nd 
Franche Comte, the only provinces in France I 
bad not seen* I experienced the most poign* 
ant grief on leaving children who were so dear 
and so sincerely attached to me. I needed 
something to occupy my attention, and I en- 
deavoured to find it in this pleasant journey. 
When I had arrived in the centre of Auvergne, 
I received letters informing me that Mademoi* 
selle d'Orleans was dangerously ill, and that she 
intireated me in the most pressing manner to re- 
turn. / returned. The state in which I foun4 
her determined me to resuin.e my situation ; but 

a 2 upou. 
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Upon th6 express stipulaticm that we should 
leave. Paris and France, and proceed to Eng- 
land. We set out openly in October 1791, with 
8 passport in the proper form, which did not 
festrict our journey to any specified time/'* 

It was at the urgent request of the virtuous 
Duchess of Orleans to the duke, that Madame 
de Genlis was obliged to resign her place of 
governess to a young princess, of whose aflFec- 
tion she had endeavoured to' rob her mother ; 
and it was in consequence of the intrigues of 
her husband, the Marquis de Sillery,.who took 
advantage of some discontent of the duke with 
his consort, to procure her return. And what 
was the occupation of this philosophical and 
antipolitical lady during her journey to Au-^ 
i?fergne and Francbe Comie? Did she not every 
where fraternize with jacobinis, encourage re- 
bellion, receive and return the compliments of 
the deputations from clubs, or from soldiei's 
transformed into pretended part-iots?*}- 

'' But," says Madamede Genlis, ^^ before- 1 
proceed with my narrative, I must go back a 

little. I have related the manner i conducted 

* .'•".■•. 
* Madamede Genlis^s Account^ page 12. 
t La Faction d*Otieans den^asqu^e^ page 3 1 . 

* ' myself 
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liiyself ar to M. d'Orleans^ and have given an 
account of my conduct^ but it is necessary I 
fibould take notice of some other connections- 
with whicth I am reproached. I sincerly rc- 
joiced at the revolution^ especially during the 
fim eighteen months ; and while I lamented 
€ome excesses that even then .^Ilied the triumph 
of the people^ I thought the new constitution^ 
with all its imperfection^^ would prove an in* 
estimable bkmng, as it bad overturned a sys- 
tem of the most infamous tyranny and abmt^ 
and indeed had the court been /ait^/ti/ to theif 
wordj had the first emigrants acted like rea- 
sonable (that isj treasonable) beings^ I think 
we might yet have had but one revolution^ 
which would have proved the happiness, of 
France. Notwithstanding my sentiments on 
this head^ I most earnestly wished to preserve 
some friends whose principles were very dif- 
ferent ; but their intolerant spirit inspired them 
with a hatred to me. which I on no occasion 
returned: they broke with me, they became 
my enemies.* 

'^ About the begimiing of the year 1 790^ an 

'^MacUme dt 6enfis*s Accouat> pages 13 and 14. 

acquaintance 
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acquaintance mentioned to me^ in terms of the 
highest commendation, a young deputy from 
the centre of the southern provinces ; he told 
me that he was passionately fond of my writ- 
ings, and was very anxious to become acquaint- 
ed with me. I imagined, that as he approved 
of my works, hemust be a man of good moralij 
and one that respected religion. What still 
more confirmed me in this opinion was, that I 
Jheard he was a man of tetters, and author of 
two works that had stood in competition for 
- the prize Offered by the literary academy of 
Toulouse. Although the two works, printed 
in his name, had beeti published, they bad as 
yet made very little noise in Paris. The author 
sent me them; the one called L'Eloge de 
Louis XIL Pere du Pevphy et Roi de France. 
To this panegyric was added an eulogium of 
monarchical government, and the /o«c of the 
French for their kings* Tfte other contained 
eulogiums on the late M. Le Franc, and on 
religion; and good materials for, but an ill-writ- 
ten lampoon on modern philosophy. The^ 
tracts were ill-written; the author's style is not 
yet elegant : but they contain some wit, judg- 
ment, and traits of ingenuity; and they convey 

sound 



MADAME DE GENLIS. ^5 

souDd morality. I consented at- last to see 
this deputy i It was the execrable Barrere, 
This cutioos anecdote would have sent the 
monster to the scaflbld, had I related it during 
the reign of Robespierre; but my silence, and 
the profound oblivion into which the eulogies 
had fallen, suiFered the author to escape with 
impunity, although be had been guilty of the 
enormous crime of having signalized the first 
productions of his pen by these humane and 
religious sentiments, to which they were in* 
debted for the little they ranked above medio- 
crity. It was thus that I became acquainted 
with that villain ; who added to an unblemishn 
ed reputation the most insinuating manners, 
agreeable exterior y and a behaviour at once 
noble, gentle, and reserved. It was this man 
whom I saw ju«t arrived from the country with 
an appearance and manners that would have 
done him credit on the great theatre of the 
world, or at court. His conversation was never 
instructive; but it was always agreeable, and 
often interesting. He discovered a great deal 
o(. sensibility, was passionately fond of artsy 
sciences, and a rural life. These soft and 
tender sentiments, blended with a most satirical 
» . species 
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species of wit^ rendered bim at once an.ifUe^ 
csting companion^ and a truly original ehur 
racter. This was what I thought him then^ 
and I have not the least doubt be was really 
'what he appeared to be. It is his cowardice 
that has made him sanguinary; as for ant/ 
otfier connection I hud with bim (and thus is 
it with all the others^ my acquaintance with 
whom commenced sinire the revolution)^ { 
shall only say^ I was never oa iernu of mtimacjf 
with him. I saw him but once a week^ that was 
on the Sunday when I went abroad. I never 
wrote to -him in my life but once/ and then it 
was only to beg he would send me some ac- 

• 

count of the shepherds of ibe Pyrenees. H^e 
answered me in a letter of three pages on that 
subject only; and he has written to me but once 
fiince^, concerning my stay ia England, beg* 
ging I would return. He uses the following 
expressions in that letter, which I have still in 
my possession ; ' That he well knew the ter- 
rible scenes that were passing at Paris would 
give a rude shock to a person of my ^emibility^ 
he did not therefore propose that I shonld re-^ 
turn to Paris, but he offered me his house in the 
JPyr^nees for an asylum; where, till the commq* 

tious^ 
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tions were at an end, I might repose in peace 
amongst those shepkerds, whose manners and 
patriarchal virtues I had so heautifully de- 
scribed/ fcc. The rest of the letter consisted 
0nly of wdrds of course; it was dated the ]st 
of October 179^* I made him no answer, aiid 
have never corresponded with him since. 
" My connection with Petion was of the 
tame kind: I confess I really esteemed hiia 
I until that terrible period-«»-the death of thd 

I king; although I -saw him still seldomer Mei/i 

the other deputies who visited me, because he 
was so much occupied with business. I. never 
wrote to him but once, and that was- oil the fol- 
lowing occasion. When I set out for England 
with Mademoiiselle d'Orleans and the other 
two children whom I bad educated with her/ 
I di'eaded lest our departure should prove rfts- 
Mgreeable to the people" of the provinces 
through which we had to pass; and 1 had no- 
body with me who could address the people 
and municipality if they should stop us, I 
communicated my fear to Petion, who offered 
to escort me to London; He was then at the 
highest pitch of his popularity. I was sure that 
his presence could extricate us without any 

5 trouble^ 
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trouble from the greatest dilemmas; I there- 
fore gladly accepted bis offer. They were 
busied at Paris at the time with the election of 
a new mayor, and it was well known that Pe-^ 
tion would be unanimously chosen; be frankly 
confessed to me he d\i not doubt it, but that 
he was very glad of an excuse to leave Paris at 
that juncture, lest he sliould be accused of tVi*- 
trigue. He added, that he would leave it with 
1)0 manner of reluctance, as he was determined 
to refuse the situation. As I knew there was a 
mixture of irresolution, lukewarm friendship, 
and a certain easiness of manner bordering at 
times on weakness, in his character, I told 
him I thought he would be so urged, that in 
the end he would accept the office. He an- 
swered in these very words : ^ There are some 
things they can make me do ; but if I accept it, 
I am willing you should consider me for ever 
m the most contemptible of mankind J He re- 
peated this to me twenty times on our journey. 
When I afterwards understood that he had ac- 
cepted of the mayoralty, I despised his cha- 
racter ; but still considered him as a man pos- 
sessed of an honest and upright mind, and the 
mo3t«?i>fiioi« principles. We arrived at Calais 
*^ , " without 
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without any aceident* Petioa escorted me to- 
' London and left nie therc> while we were chan- 
ging horses. I bade him adieu without coming 
out of the carriage; as I did not stop in London^, 
but he remained a week thei*e,.-and then re- 
turned to Paris* We never corresponded> for 
my engagements have been- so unremitting^^ 
that Ihavftoever^ been a. regular correspondent- 
The indispensable duties of mother and iii" 
atruGtress have alone had the effect of inaking 
me write letters with attention and punctuality. 
*^ In* the beginning of Octpber 1792, while 
i was at Bury, ia Suffolk, I s^wfrom the French 
papers that a po\«erful! and. ferocious party 
were endeav.<iuring bji^ sinister means to bring, 
the king to trial". i, doubted not that Pe- 
tion still maintained his- popularity, and I- 
trusted he would oppose the infernal schemes 
to the utmost of liis power; I confided less 
in his ability than his* dexterity. Some idea» 
occurred to mc,.wJucbI con^ideredms import- 
ant, and the urgent calls- of justice and hu- 
manity determined mc to communicate them 
to him. I wrote to him then (for the fi re- 
time) a letter of six pages, on the subject of the 
uialsof the king and queen^, whipb. all the 

Bublic 
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public papers announced. I proved to h\m^ 
that, independent of faumaitity^ even poJicj^ 
required not only justice but generosity from 
the French on this occasion* I cited to hin^ 
the example of the Romans ; who^ in abdlish-* 
ing royalty^ neither massacred the Tarquins> 
confiscated their property^ nor deprived them of 
their liberty. I pointed out to him all the ad- 
vantages iTvhich must accrue from an equitable^ 
nobh, and generous conduct ; and- the great 
inconveniences which would result from- an op« 
posite behaviour.. When I had written thia 
letter, as I could not venture to send it by the- 
ordinary post, and had no other opportunity of 
conveying it to him, I determined to send it toe 
Messrs. Fox and Sheridan y being certain they 
would approve of the sentiments it contained^ 
and as they were at London, they might have^ 
a proper opportunity of sending it to Paris.. 
I scarcely knew these gentlemen so justly ce- 
lebrated for their genius, their talents, anc^ 
their ,vi«tues. I had seen neither of them bc«^ 
fore, but once in my life ; when, confiding ia 
the character I had heard of them, I had 
troubled them with some personal concerns^ 
irhich I shall afterwards mention> on whicb 
ft occasion* 
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decaftion tbey had' answered me with their 
usual atteqtion. I therefore did not hesitate 
to trouble them with a charge of my letter for 
Petioii; and as I sent it open to them^ J begge<f 
they would read it^ and forward it if it met 
with their approbation. Mr. Fox answered me 
by return of post. He wrote to me in French^ 
Qu'il etoit enchante dc man extellenie lettrc ; 
these were his words^ and that I might depend 
upon Petion's receiving it without lose of time.. 
From Petion, however^ I received no answer; 
but I soon afterwards- saw my letter in &e 
newspaper/ Le Patriate Francois. Some sent- 
iences were suppressed. It w:as not in the 
form of a letter^ neither my own name nor 
Petion's occurred ; but a pretended anonymous 
correspondent gave all the rest of my letter 
exactly as I had written it^ pretending he had 
heard these arguments used at London^ i^y a 
true friend of liberty,. Before I sent this letter 
to Mr. Fox^ I 9hewed it to several persons^ 
who recollected it perfectly in the Patriots 
Ftaneois, and knew well it was my letter which 
I sent to PariS) and which procuied me the 
hatred of Marat's and Robespierre's parties^ 
It i» evident fsom this fact, which is iricontro^ 

vefUble^ 
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vertible, as I have living evidence (Mr. Fox)> 
that I thought then, as» I have ever done and 
»till do ; and it likewise discovers the senti- 
ments and pusilhinimity of Petion. He wished 
to save theking, but dafednot say so; he had 
not spirit enoogh tx) say what parts of my le^ 
ter he approved, bat he caused them; to be 
anonymously printed.. 

'' Such are the connections I havehad with: 
Petion, and I shall add a li^ of the names of 
the others' with, whom I wa9- acquainted. I 
often saw M. deBeauharnois; but I had? known 
•him, as well as Mattheu de Monstmorency and 
Mr. de Girardin, before the revolution. Some 
very distinguished literary characters, authors 
of nseful and valuable works> visited me, 
tiiough but^eldom>. I sometimes- saw Messrs. 
Dc Volney, Gpouvelle>.and. Millin; and lastly> 
1 bad acqnointance with several artists,, among 
whom was. David.. My ccmdnct needs no jus-p 
4)ification in having been acquainted with him> 
although he has acted so villainous a. part since& 
He then had the reputation of being the best 
painter in, Europe. He was not among the 
deputies, and I had known him six or seven 
years. We happened^ however^ to havea mis- 
understanding 
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.finderstanding near a yeap before I left France, 
on which we quarrelled, aod our acquaintance^ 
ceased. Suck have been all my connections 
since the revolution : I have had none besides, 
although it was said in several libels (Gau* 
tbier's and others) that an intmacy of the ieik* 
dayst kind subsisted between the Abbe Sieyes 
and me. I affirm, that so far from having bad 
the least correspondence with hina, I do not 
so moch as know him by sight. I am like* 
"wise accused of being •j)rivately acquainted 
with Messrs. Lameth and Mirabeau. With 
Messrs. Lameth I am in < the jsame situation 
as with the Abb6 Sieyes; I never spoke to 
either of them in my life. I iiuxW treat this as 
a falsehood, and not surely as an accusation ;* 
but because I associated with men who, from 
their abilities and employments, have acted 
leading parts in the revolution, they would in- 
sinuate that^ I am an intermedler with poJities, 
and that I have passed my life in intrigue. As 
for Mirabeau, although I paid his extraordi- 
nary abilities that tribute of admiration which 
every impartial miiiid must bestow, I never al- 
lowed him to visit me. I met him twice at 
the same house, and he really appeared to me 

to 
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to be as amiable as eloquent. We conversed on 
literary subjects. He wrote to me oace^ b^g-- 
ging me to accept and approve of a letter oit 
the plan of a discourse he was to deliver oa' 
adoption. J told him frankly^ that he must 
excuse me^ as a connection between us* 
would furnish matter for a thousand calum*^ 
nies. Since that time I have neither seen {lim^ 
nor heard him mentioned^ 

'^ I have now only to grve aa account of 
my public actions* I have already said my 
manner of life had always been the same. My 
attention was wholly devoted to my pupik^ 
from my hour of rising till half-past eight in. 
the evening ; I then spent an hour and a half 
timong my friends (that Js to say, three or 
four persons); this was succeeded by my'lite- 
rary labours, which often employed me till 
two or three o'clock in the morning; and 
during the winter dining every Sunday with: 
some of those persons whom I have named> 
constituted my whole employment. I have 
indeed been at the National Assembly,, but I 
am sure there is nobody in Paris who has beei^ 
there so seldom as myself. / have been twice 
at the Jacobin Clubs. They certaitily were not 

theo^ 
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thfen what they are now; but even then I 
thought their orators such bad speakers, and 
their principles so extiavagant and dangerous, 
that I never went again* I was once impelled 
by vuriasity to visit one of the public clubs of 
the Societe Fraternelle, It was a scene at once 
original, frightful, and ridiculous; the women 
9poke without mounting the tribune, and would 
frequently make long speeches without quitting 
their places^ for the purpose, they said, of recall^ 
ing them to the true principles. Their manner of. 
talking was laughable, but the subject of theilr 
discourses was terrible. It has been said, I car^i- 
ried Mademoiselle d'Orleans to this elub. It is 
false. I never had her even to the Jacobins."* 
Of the maimer of her acquaintance with 
.6ri»90t, Madatde deGenlis writes thus : '' About 
thfee or foiir years before the revolution Bris- 
sot, who conducted one of the jeuriials, wai 
put into the Bastille. I had never heard of 
him; I was even ignorant that fie was the 
author of five or six large volumes, very little 
known at that time, and which I think but 
poorly tvritten uow that I have read them. Jle 

* Id^i^aie d^ GeaU$*s Coaductj, page l$ et seq. 
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then called himself M. de Varville. He 
wrote to me from the Bastille; bis letter and 
luisfortiaies interested me^ and I persuaded 
!^I. d'Orleans, then only Duke de Chartres, 
to take some steps in favoyr of the unhappy 
uian. M. d'Orleans shewed much zeal and 
activity in the affair, and in five days Brissot 
was Qt liberty. He waited on me to thank me; 
and some days afterwards another letter ap- 
prized me of his being in love with Made- 
moiselle Bupont^ a waiting- woman of Made- 
moiselle d'Orleans. I loved the young woman^ 
and represented to her the folly of marrying a 
man without either abilities (for such I thought 
him) or fortune; my advice, however, had i>0 
effect; and I yielded^ at the earnest entreaty of 
iKlademaiselle Dupont,, to wf ite to her raothet?, 
who lived at Boulogne, to obtain her consent 
to the marriage of her daughter; and I pro- 
mised to use my interest to procure a place for 
M. De Varville. The consent was granted, 
they were married immediately, and Madame 
De Varville left Bellechasse, and set out for 
England with hier husband, where they re- 
mained till the Duke de Chartres^ by the death 
of the prince his father, became Duke of Or- 
leans, 
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leatis. I then procured a place of a thousand 
crowns a year, and a dwelling at the Chancery 
of Orleans, for M, De Varville. He and liis 
wife waited on me to thank n^e for a situation 
which h(id exceeded their most sanguine ex- 
pectations,; but this visit was his last. Brisr 
sot, notwithstanding hi^ sentiments concern- 
ing the perfect equality ^vhich should reign 
among men, was not {>erhaps disposed to bring 
back his wife to a house where she had been 
waiting-woman, %nd had eaten at the sam6 
table with the domestics who were still there. 
He has been so astonishingly ungrateful, that 
from that time he hasf not only taken no inter* 
€st in my concerns, but pevcr given me the 
slightest proof that he remembers me at all. 
Nor do I blame Madame Brissot; that amiable 
woman is as interesting for her virtues and 
character as she is for her misfortunes/'* 

A continental writer f observes on this part 
of Madame De Genlis*s justification, that ^' her 
journey to England in October 179 U accom^ 
panied by her pupils and with her patriotic 

♦ Macjame Genlis's Ac<»ount, pages 25, 26, and 27. 
f S;;e IvC Voyageiir Suisse, pages 446 and 44.7. 

lover 
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lover Petibn, had for a motive the twofoM 
object of gratifying her inclination^ and dis^ 
covering what alteration the French revolu- 
tionarj innovations had made on the loyal, 
morale and religious spirit of Englishmen. In- 
trigue, not to call it by a worse name, was eveo 
in the British isle her principal view, her chief 
occupation. What otherwise could iindiice her 
to forget herself so fer as to expose her pupily 
the young Princess of Orleans, to insult at a 
British theatre, by calling out for Ca ira and 
other revolutionary and cannibal, airs? What 
could otherwise engage her to visit, in pre- 
ference, persons discontented or in oppositioB 
to government? What could else persuade 
her to leave England and go back to France 
^t a period when every honest person there 
was proscribed, and every good and loyal sub- 
ject imprisoned or butchered? She says that 
her name was on the list af emigrants! A real 
emigrant then and at subsequent periods only 
entered France, if known, to expire on the 
scaffolds She resided in that degraded coua-v 
try for months in the midst of those her Jiiends^ 
and associates who had placed her name upoa 
the pretended list of emigrants,, and she i% 

still 
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Still alive! What better evidence can be pro- 
duced both of her culpability and duplicity? 
Who can doubt that she was of that class of 
emigrants called Talleyrandisis; who^ to nmsk 
their confederacy with rebels in France, pre-^ 
dented themselves in other states as their 
victims? 

^' Madame de G.enlis is artful as Well as im- 
prudent^ able as well as ui/skilful, in the de- 
fence of her revolutionary life. She acknow- 
ledges her connection, her fraternity, with a 
Barrere, the coniSdential counsellor of Robe- 
spierre ; with a Grouvelle, ^ho, subsisting by 
the bounty of a Bourbon, the Prince of Cond^, 
read the sentence of death of another Bour- 
bon, his King, Louis XVI.; with a Petion, 
with a Brissot, the cowardly chief conspirators 
against their legitimate prince, their constitu- 
tional sovereign ; and with a David, the most 
ungrateful, unfeeling, and cruel, of men and 
regicides. *She avows her acquaintance, her 
association, her journeys, with those and other 
highly corrupt and culpable characters. ^ She 
says that she has been at the Jacobin Club, 
in the sisterly societies of prostitutes turned 
]%volqtionary politicians; and she has notwith- 
standing 
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standing the audacity to declare her innocence; 
to deny her participation in the machinations 
of persor s of her familiar society ;' persons with 
wl:o II s!iedeliherated, plotted, ate, and slept. 
Yes, like the mistress of J. J. Rousseau^ Ma- 
dame Warrens, she thought to attach to her 
more fijnijy those whose revolutionary prin- 
ciples she approved, or whose revolutionary 
achievements she admired, by sharing* with 
them her superannuated embraces. 

^^ But the most surprising of all in ja woman 
of her judgment and capacity, of her cunning 
and adroitness, is her ingenuity to publish the 
particulars of her owrt intrigues, in protesting 
agaihst all knowledge of, and all interference 
hh thedangerousschemes, all the preposterous 
plans, and all the anti-social innovations, of the 
principal intriguers her friends. Even when in 
England, she could not forbear intruding her 
opinion on her friend Petion, and employing 
two British patriots as* the intermediate. chan- 
nel of her communications with the patriots jo£^ 
her own countrv. 

'' Suppose her friend David had| w4th his 
able pencil, to which he is indebted for his life, 
represented her sitting in her 9tudy, saloon, or 

cabinet^ 



• MADAME DE GENLIS. 311 

eubinety surrounded with the late Duke of 
Orleans^ with Barreie, with Brissot, with Grou^ 
velle, with Petion, with General Valence, &c. 
reading her remarks on the orators of the Jaco« 
bin Club, or Fraternal Society, or composing 
some patriotic speeches or letters for her patron, . 
Egalite; and such a picture drawn from life 
had reached posterity, without mtJntioning the 
name of the female personage grouped with so 
many traitors: could they hesitate to decljire 
that THIS WOMAN (whoever she was) must 

HAVE FEEN AN ACCOMPLICE?" 

Concerning her/stfiy in England, Madame 
cJe Genlis writes thus : * " As I have already 
mentioned, I left Paris in October 179 1^ with 
Madamoiselle D'Orleans,' and two others of 
my papils^^ We were at Bath three months, 
as the waters had been ordered to Mademoiselle 
D*Orleans. We had only passed through Lon- 
don, and we lived here in the greatest retire* 
ment; for we only saw the physician Doctor 
Fotfaergill, and Lady Londonderry. When 
we left Bath, we went to Bury in SafFolk, ^• 
handsome little towii, celebrated for the salu- 

. . ^ Madame de Genlls^s Account, page 1^7 et sfq« . 

brity 
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brity of its situation; where we resided nine. 
IQfionths^ and never even made a trip to Loq« 
don, living perfectly retired, and cultivating^ 
no acquaintance but with persons who were 
i^nconnected with politics and intrigues, by 
their situations, characters, and inclinations r 
such as Ma\ Howard, Sir Charles Bunbury>. 
Lady Gage and her family. It. w&s from Bury 
that we travelled through the different English 
counties. AH the summer of 1792 was dedi*» 
cated to these journeys. We returned froni 
Derbyshire to Bury in the beginning of Sep* 
tember 1792> when I found a letter waiting 
forme from M. D'Orleans, dated on the fatal 
andremarkable 3rd of September (the day of 
the massacre of the prisoners). His letter in* 
formed me of this infamous massacre, and at 
the same «tim6 enjoined us positively tp return 
immediately, I answered him on receipt of 
this, that nothing" cojild induce me to return to 
France at that period ; and that I was sur- 
prised how a tender father (for such he cer- 
tainly was) would recal his daughter at such a 
critical juncture. He answered me with re* 
newed intreaties, and I replied with renewed 
TemOnlitfa&ces> . Whilst this correspondence 

continued^ 
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c!ontinued> which was three weeks or ^ months 
I experienced at Bury v^xations;^ disquietudes^ 
and perjtecutions of ev^ry kind. The emigrants, 
a gre^ number of^hom came to Bury, were 
so implacable in their resentments against 
France, and those who appiH>ved of the revo- 
lutibn', that, irritated by misfortune, they tin- 
justly endeo^voured to persuade people thftt 
those who had applauded the downfall of 
ttfranny approved of the excesses committed 
in consequence of the revolution, and the majs- 
sacre of September, I was deluged with 
anonymous letters, .which were at length so 
/illed with menaces, and were dictated by a fury 
do envenomed and extravagant, that I became 
seriously alarmed. My apprehension was at 
its height in consequeince of certain advice 
that r received about this time. However, the 
intrigues of wickedness and hatred could not 
provoke the people to insult us. Their attempts 
for this totally failed, 'for we were known and 
universally esteemed at Bury ; and we re* 
ifteived from the inhabitants during our re<« 
•Mence there the most .sensible testimonies 
of their friendship^, 

'' I found mjself^ however, in the piost em- 
¥OL«t. r barrassed 
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barrassed- situation. Mr. Howard and Sir 
Charles Bonbury, the only persons whom I could 
consult, were both from home. It was then I 
wrote to Messrs. -Fox and Sheridan, whom 
I had never seen but once, related to them my 
embarrassments and my fears, and asked their 
advice. They answered me in a manner that 
fiifty justified the confidence I h&d placed ia 
them. Mr. Sheridan had even the goodness 
to come personally to Bury. He remained 
only two or three hours, which was all the 
time necessary to give me what advice he 
thought might be useful to me. Eight days 
after this interview Mr. Howard returned : 
his active and generous friendship was of the 
greatest use to us. New villainies had awak- 
ened all my fears, and I determined to go to 
London, and there await the final resolution of 
M. d'Orleans. As I had several reasons to 
fear traversmg the dtsert plains of Newmarket 
without escort, Mr. Howard took some neces- 
sary precautions, and had even the goodness 
to attend us part of the way.- 

** When I arrived in London, which was 

about the middle of October 1792, 1 visited 

'Mn Sheridan with the greatest anxiety (Mr. 

Fox 
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Fox wa? out of town), and consulted him with: 
that confidence with which his communicative 
character, and the remembrance of the obliga- 
tions I owed him, inspired me. I intrusted 
him with my subjects of complaint against M, 
d'Orleans; I confessed that I had quarrelled 
with him ; and as he had associated with Ma- 
rat's party, I determined never to return ta 
France. At the same time I was sensible that 
I had no right to keep Mademoiselle d'Orleans 
in England after her father had ordered her 
back. I did not, however, think it my duty to 
comply with his orders in other respects. If 
then he still persisted in his determination he 
must send for her, as -I would accompany her 
no farther than I>over. If I returned to 
France^ I was resolved to give in my. final 
resignation, which I should be much better 
pleased to do on the sea-shore than at Paris. 
And, finally, I added, that Mademoiselle d'Or- 
leans, from her age and the reputation of her 
father in the persecuting party, (I then believed 
that his credit among them was all-powerful), 
ran no risk ; but as they knew the detestation 
in which I held the principles of Marat, I 
"should incur the utmost danger of my life.* 

p2 Mr J 
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Mr. Sheridan thought my fears were ill-found- 
ed. ' He approved of my resolution to give in 
my resignation ; but he tliought I ought my- 
self to deliver the child into the hands of the 
father who had intrusted me with her; and 
that any other part I could act would be un- 
worthy of me. His opinion decided the ques- 
tion with me. I suggested no other objections 
to it ; and I immediately determined to set off 
in two days. 

'^ C&lumnies followed me even to London/ 
and I experienced every kind of hardship during 
the eight days I spent there ; but I shall only, 
mention what was publicly known at the time. 
A hawker every evening went about selling a 
paper containing the news of the day ; but the 
liames of those persons who were mentioned in 
it were never inserted at length. One evening 
I heard him several times pronounce very dis- 
tinctly M. de Calonne's name and mine. I sent 
for the paper. It contained an article concern- ^ 
ing me^ which was as false as it was particular/* 
It alleged that M. de Calonne was preparing to 
set off; that he and I had many private con-^ 
ferences together; and among others, that he 
kad passed the whole preceding night with me. 

I easily 
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I easily kneiv that this lie had been printed ia 
order to render me suspected in France, whithg: 
it was known I was immediately about to re* 
turn. Mr. Sheridan the next day inserted in 
the same paper a refutation of so scandalous a 
falsehood^ as T had liot only never had any 
connection ^ith M. de Calonne, but did not so 
much as know him by sights 

'* At length we left London for Frdnce ort 
tlie 20th of October, 179^ : a circmnstance so 
extraordinary happened to us on our departui^, 
that I must not pass it over )n silen<^e, but shall 
relate the fact without endeavouring to explain 
it, or to make those reflections which will na- 
turally arise in the mind of every impartial 
reader. We set out at ten o^^clock in the morn- * 
ing in two carriages : the one with six horses^ 
and the other, ih whicK were our female ser- 
vants, with four. I had two months before 
sent back four of our men-servants, so that we 
had only one Frenchman with us, and a servant 
we had hired to attend us to Dover. We were 
not more than a mile from London when the 
French, servant, though he had only once tra- 
velled that road, thought we were out of oui^ 

way*, 
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way. When he meotiotied this to nie^ I wa» 
of the same opinion. We questioned the 
postilions. They told us they had l^ft the 
great road to avoid a little hill^ but they said 
they would return to it again immediately* 
After three-quarters of an hour, seeing that we 
were still travelling through a country I knew 
nothing of, t ^gain questloneid the hired 
lacquey and the postilion ; but they c^ntinned 
to assure us that we should soon reach the 
usual road. We however pursued thb un- 
known road at an amazing rate ; and I l>egaa 
to remark that they answered my question^ 
very shortly, and seemed apprehensive lest 
they should be stopped. 

" We began to look at each other with 
astonishment and considerable apprehension • 
We renewed our questions ; and they at length 
confessed that they had mistaken the road, but 
had wished to conceal the circumstance fronx 
uSj as they recollected a road which led to 
Dartford, and that, as' we had been an hour 
and a half on the road, we could not be more 
than two miles from that place. It appeared 
strange to us that they should mi3take the roacl 

from 
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frooii LoDdon to Dover : but the persuasion 
that they were not more than two miles from. 
Dartford dissipated our fears. , 

^^ Nearly another hour having elapsed, and 
vitliout any appearance of a towii^ oiir fears 
increased so far as to border, on terror. I had 
much difficulty to stop them at a village we 
.came to on our left hand, for they attempted 
-to push forward notwithstanding my. cries. 
.However, (be French servant, for the otlier 
remaliied inactive,, compelled them to stop. 
I then inquired in the village how far we were 
from Dartford f Judge my astonishment when 
we were told that it \yas twenty-two miles dis- 
tant. I concealed 4iiy suspicions, took a guide 
in the village> and declared that I would re- 
turn to London, since we were farther from 
Dartford than from that city. The postilions 
•opposed my resolution very warmly, and wer^ 
exceedingly insolent. However our French 
servant, assisted by the guide, obliged them to 
obey ; but from the backwardness of the 
postilions^ and fatigue of the horses, it was 
aight before we arrived. 

^^ r instantly waited on Mr. Sheridan, who. 
was y^x-jj much surprised to se^ me. I. related 

our 
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our adventure to him, an<J he agreed with me 
in thinking it could not be the effect of acci- 
dent. He sent for a justice of the. peace to in- 
terrogate the postihons^ iirhom we detained 
under pretence of pajing them. They waited^ 
1>ut our hired servant disappeared and did not 
return. The postilions were judicially 'ex- 
aminee)^ by the justice of peace, in presence of 
witnesses. They answered with much em- 
betirassment ; and both of them confessed that 
an unknown gentleman had come in the morn- 
ing to their master^ had carried them to a 
tavern^ made them promise to take the road 
irhere we had bee^^ and had treated them with 
liqnor for that purpose^ They underwent a 
long examination^ but we could get no other 
confession from them^ Mr. Sheridan told me 
that we could institute a process against the 
postflions, but that it would take up a great 
deal of time, and cost a great deal of money. 
We therefore let them go^ and prosecuted the 
business no further*. 

'^ Mr. Sheridan, observing that the very idea 
of the road to Dover, made me uneasy, pro- 
mised to (iccompany us ; but adde<j, that he 
had some indispensable business which it 

would 
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Ironld require some days to settle. He carried 
us to Isleworth^ a country seat he has near 
Richmond^ on the banks of the Thames. He 
vebuld not^ however^ get his business transacted 
io promptly as he expected ; so that we spent 
a month in that hospitable retreat^ which gra- 
titude and friendship rendered so pleasing. 
- *'- While we were there the public prints 
announced the iniquitous decrees of the Na<^ 
tional Conyention' against the' emigrants^ de*- 
creess which, having a retroactive effect, had 
ranged' me in^ that class> but that^ there 
were some exceptions, such as men of letters^ 
merchants)^ and instructors ; and I could under 
any of these heads claim exception. Besides^ 
I: did not think that malevolence w^uld have 
gone S0 far as to style my departure from 
France emigratiotiy I had no fear of that kind; 
and for Mademoiselle d'Orleans I bad still 
less, as those rigorous decrees did not compre- 
hend under the title of f^igran^s young people 
under sixteen years of age, and Mademoiselle 
d'Orleans was but fifteen. 

^' Mr. Sheridan having settled his business, 
we set out for Dover in company with his sou 
and a Mr. Reed^ an English gentleman, whom 

F 5 I had 
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I had only knowa a tew days. We were At 
Ikyver in the end of November 1792, yrhere we 
?p^re detflified hy contrary winds fivedays^ ami 
Mr. Sheridan spent all that time with ua. Th« 
wind was now in onr favour^ but it h\tw m 
strong, that we were advised not to embark : 
I was^ however, resolved. Mr. Sheridan ieon-^ 
ducted us to the packet-boat, and thei^ I- re- 
ceived bis adieus with the greatest grief. He 
would have crossed with us, but the discharge 
of an indispensable duty required his iwflne^ 
diate return. He insisted on leaving Mr. Reed 
with us, who had the goodness to escort us to 
Paris. The wind, or I should rather say the 
tempest, drove us on the cOastof France in lesst 
than two hours; hut I was not relieved from 
the S2id presentiment that had forcibly intruded 
itself on my mind on leaving Mr. Shertdao and 
happy England^ now that I was at Calais : how- 
ever, an immense crowd of pei(>pl^ ^n the shore 
received Mademoiselle d'Orlews, who was 
proscribed at P$iris, with applauses amd ^^ackS'^ 
ports. This was the last honuige the French, 
paid to that unhappy iiMQC/ which they had 
$0 long respected''^ 

* Madame de Geatis's Account, page S6. 

- . ■ All 
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All the adveatures of Madame de Geolif 
during her emigratian, as described by her^ 
are eKtraordioary^ or bordering on romance^ 
She is 6o much engaged in the r^^gions of fi9«- 
tion, that truth or realities delineated by her - 
pen resemble improbabilities^ if not absurditieSf • 
Persons who do not know^ England and th^ 
environs of London^ may conclude fron^ beie 
narrative of the postilions losing their wayj 
that civilisation and t;ultivation are nearly 19^ 
the same state in Great Britain as in Egypt or 
Syria. An author already quoted* explains 
thus this wonderful occurrence, which well de-^ 
serves a plac6 among the thousands of conspi* 
racies invented or fabricated by revolutionary 
Frenchmen. ^^ Madame de Genlis.had in Eng-^ 
l^nd, as well as every where^else, some tende^r 
penchants ; and mixed there, as in France^ 
amorous with political intrigues. When there* - 
fore the Duke of Orleans pressed her to re^ 
tura to France, where his plots wanted her ad* 
vice and support, after deferring' and eitcujsing 
herself for months, she thought some coup^ 
d^ulat would not only excuse her disobedience^ , 

• S^ lie Voyi^atf Sni88e> ps^s 449 aad 405. 

but 
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bat make her a personage of 'interest and conv 
sequence both in England aiid France^ and 
serve as an apology for fuither delays. She was 
at that time intriguing ih London withtwo n^ew 
lovers^ an English phiI<3f8opher and a Spanish 
patriot: with the one she meditated on estab» 
lishing a philosophical religion^ -and with the 
other she deliberated on the introduction o( 
liberty and equality on the other side of die 
Pyrenees. On the I8th of October a mes^ 
senger from Paris bjrought her positive orders 
to set out for France. As she had long beea 
in expectation of such an ultimatum, she had 
some weeks before sent back to France all her 
male servants, except one fiivourite valet on 
whose discretion she could depend. With the 
return of the courier she informed the Duke of 
her fixed intent to leave London the next day. 
Her valet was acquainted with a Swiss servant 
out of place, who had been in England from 
his youth, and spoke English as weTl as a na* 
tivef. For fifty guineas he engaged him'^to 
bribe the postilions to take the road to Maid« 
stone instead-of that to Rochester. ,The i^a- 
V son he gave out for this change was, that the 
young Mademoiselle d'Orleans (who was not 

in 
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in the secret of her governess) had a lover 
waiting for her on that road, who hoped to 
find an opportunity of carrying her off to 
marry her. * Every thing went on according to 
Madame de Genlis's desire. Her own affectedt 
alarm created ,a real 6ne among her female 
-companions^ and procured her an opportunity 
again to retard her departure. The postilions 
were indeed examined ; but knowing nothing^. 
th^ could discover nothing. The Swiss ser- 
vant had disappeared^ and from generosity no 
search was made after him. Mr. Sheridan's 
^goodness and hospitality were her only disap- 
pointments. She expected that this affair would - 
have made more noise^ which his prudence 
.prevented; and she intended to have continued 
her residence with her lover in London instead 
pfthe country^ whither his obliging invitation^ 
and the entreaties of Mademoiselle d'Orleans^ 
carried her. This her coup^d'eclat was scarcely 
noticed in France: even Marat In his journal 
Ami du Peuple did not invoke death and de- 
struction oh the supposed criminals^ the emi*^ 
grants^ for such a terrible outrage against a 
timid and modest fcQiale patriot^ the bonne 

amie 
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amie of hi$ good friend Egatite^ ci-devant d'Or- 
JaaDs." 

Though her reception at Calais was hrilliant^ 
before she arrived at Paris she experienced tha 
certain truth, that even well-acquired, much 
less ill-gotten popularity, is never of long da* 
ration ; and that it .requires but little to transr 
form into gibbets the triumphal arches erected 
by a moh-^by a sovereign people. 

^^ When we came to. Chantilly," says Ma* 
dame de Genlis,''^ '^ ten leagues from Paris, a 
messenger from M. d'Orleans met us, ^ who 
presented me with a billet from him, in which 
were the following words : ^ If the messenger 
Guepre finds you, Madame, still in England, dq 
not cross the sea, but wait my orders to return ; 
if this billet is delivered you in France, re- 
main where you receive it^ and send back 
Guepre to me immediately. Some difficulties 
have been raised concerning my daughter's re« 
turn, but there is nothing in them that makes 
me uneasy.' Notwithstanding this last sentence, 
he appeared to me from the whole tenor of hi$ 

* Madaoie de Gecilii^s Account, pi^d7 itod 39r 

letter 
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letter. ^0 he vcfy ill at eate; we therefore con*' 
suited togelher^ and Mr, Reed^ alarmed for 
pur safety by this bad beginnings thought we 
should certainly remain at Chantilly; but, un- 
willing to continue in, the state of uncertainty 
I then was, I resolved to pursue my journey^ 
and we accordingly arrived in Paris that even-* 
iug. There I found that the convention had 
that very morning decreed, that young people 
of both sexes above fourteen years of age 
should be esteemed emigrants; arid Mademoi<^ 
selle d'Orleans being fifteen would be included 
in this last decree, to which they had given 
a retroactive effect, by declaring all those to 
be emigrants who had prolonged the term of 
their absence from France after the preceding 
April. . They likewise informed me that I had 
returned too late. I then saw why M. d'Or- 
leans had been so urgent for our return, as he 
knew perfectly well that I should he sent back^ 
but he wished me to bring his daughter, as she 
was excepted by the first decree. He had not 
foreseen that this decree would be changed ; 
and when this was done^ he dispatched the 
courier express who met us at Chantilly. M. 
d'Orleans still hoped that the Convention 

would 
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would the next day grant a formal exceptloff 
m her favour ; but, on the conti-ary, they re- 
sohed that we had returned too late, but tfiat^ 
nevertheless, when they should be occupied itt 
enquiring into exceptions, they would receive 
our appeals, and pay attention to them 3 but 

, that at present it was necessary we should 
leave Paris in less^ than forty-eight- hours^ and 
repair .to,a foreign country/' 

Thug d'Of leans, who in the year '17B8; whetf^ 
exiled to his estate for treachery and ma- 
chinations equal to high treason, exclaimed- 
against the tyranny of the court> was in 
1792 forced silently to endure that his only^ 
daughter, not yet fifteen, should not only be 

" exiled, but proscribed and outlaNved, by his 
fellow-rebels and accomplices, contrary to all* 
lews, regulations, restraints, and customs,. 
of civilized nations* What must he not 
have suffered, if he possessed the least sensi-- 
bility, in: being treated in this manner, by the 
vilest of all' French legislative rabble ; he who 
a few yeari? before resented with so much in-^ 
solence and pride, not &n act of tyranny but of* 
iemVjr of hi*3 sovereign. Had Louis XVI. been* 
a tyrant, the world would have no more heard' 

of 
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•f Philip Egalite than of Napoleon Buona- 
parte: both would have liyed in disgrace, or 
have died under the gallows. 

In her patriotic distress, Madame de Genlis- 
was not without some patriotic consolation* 
^' Petion and Barrere," * says she, '^ came 
again to see me. I found the former then th^ 
same man I fiad ever known him, but I re- 
marked in the manners and conversation of 
Barrere a change wiiich struck me. He was 
gloomy, distracted, and mysterious. The 
manners of the people whom I now saw, their 
insolent and ferocious air, the appearance of 
Paris, every thing conspired most disagreeably 
to surprize me, and terrified me so much that 
I was filled ^ith the greatest impatience to 
get out of it. I told M. d'Orleans that I was 
about to set out again by Calais for England 
as fast as possible. He copjured me ta ta]&a 
the charge of conductiijig Mademoiselle d'Or- 
leans out of France; aijd at the same time told 
me it was his decisivc/frish she should not go 
to England, but to Tjournay in Flanders, which 
did not then belong to France. Nobody, not 
even a waiting-woman^ would or could, in the 

* Madame de GeoUs*s Conduct, page 39. 
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fear of emigration^ accompany Mademoiselle 
d'Orleans; tli^y thought she would be recalled 
in fifteen days or three weeks; and as M. 
d'Orleans nev^r doubted it, he told me that I 
might at the end of that time go to Osteiid 
and from thence to England, if 1 was not m.y- 
self recalled. At last he gav^ me his word of 
honour, that if Mademoiselle d'Orleans was 
not recalled at the end of a mofith, I should 
harve liberty to leave hei"^ as he would imme- 
diately .write to Brussels for a person who 
might ther^ supply my place. As I .could not 
resolve to leave Mademoiselle ^'Orleans to be- 
come, an ciile at fifteen year5 , of age, I con- 
sented to accompany heu tgi Tournay, on the 
express stipulation I have inentioAed. I would 
not withdraw xny xesigiiation Again, -bi^t I pro- 
mised to bear her company, not as h^' gover- 
ness but as a friend, and that only for a month 
,at most. AH this passed in the presence of 
several persons, and aniong others Mr. Reed, 
the English gentleman I have already men*- 
tioned. I left him at Paris, from which he 
aet out for England about three weeks after 
my departure. 
^f The daj^ after my arrival at Paris I ^lad a 

• violent 
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violent fit of a fever, which lasted forty-eight 
hours ; but I was obliged io that state to go to 
-the 6€ctimi aad to the towii-faall to procure pass- 
ports, on which were written, that our departure 
ivas in obedience to the law;' and doiitained 
besides an eujlogium on our civjsm. We 
^quitted Paris the next day, and arrived aC 
•Tournay in the beginning of December 1792, 
Three weeks afterwards I had the happiness' t^ 
marry my adopted daughter, the angelic Pamela^ 
to Lord Edward Titzger^ld. In the midst of 
;k> many misfortuDcs and persecutions, heaveqi 
wished to recompense me by this happy eve^U 
It was the best action of my life, that of 
having protected helpless innocence, of having 
adopted and educated that incomparable child 
which heavcji had thrown into my arms; i^ 
fine, the developing of that mindi that judg«> 
ment, and those virtues^ which render her at 
this day a model for the wives and tht.motheri 
of the age. Lady Edward Fitzgerald set out 
for her country two days after her marriage^ 
on the* 3 1st of December 179^^ and I remained^ 
for I could not prevail on myself to abandoQ 
Mademoiselle d'Orleans, more especially as. na 
person bad arrived to supply my place." 

It 
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It was generally reported in France that tne 
Orleans faction had sent Madame de Genlia to 
Tournay, to intrigue with the republican gene- 
rals in favour of the Duke of Orleans, in case 
the murder of Louis XVL sliould excite any 
mutiny in the army or any commotions in the 
country, either to make him a regent, a pre- 
sident, or a protector ; or, in ,case his vote for 
the death of his king and relative should make 
him unpopuhir^ to procure the chief magis- 
tf acy for his son. • This rumour w^ no doubt 
founded upon her known activity in intriguing, 
«md the influence she bad over General Vti- 
Jenee^ her son-in-law, the second in command' 
under Dnmouri^. It is to prove her ifmocencc, 
even on this occasion, that she so often repeats 
that sh^e went to Toumay only out of com-t 
placency, while her desire waff to go to Eng- 
kind. In the mean time she atnuses herself 
with giving the hand of her adopted daughter 
to a young nobleman, who for his 'seditious 
principles liad just been struck out of the army 
list, but who notwithstanding, by this connec- 
tion with the family of an artful and middling" 
woman, grown old in machinations, brought 
on himself that untimely fate which ended hi^ 

revof^ 
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revolutionary caieer. Madame d.e Genlis aad 
General Valence, when as exiles residing in 
Holstein, conspired there as much against the 
British monarchy as they had conspired soma 
years befbre a;gain$t the monarchy of France^, 
when by the side of the Dul^ of Orleans in 
the Palais Royal. Ihiring 1796, 1,797, 1798, 
1799. Irish rebels going and coming from 
France to Ireland had in their house their re- 
gular relays and official deposits of arms and 
papers. They never ceased to be the inter- 
mediate correspondents between Irish conspira-/ 
tors^and French regicides* 

Misfortunes continued to pursue the imiocent 
Madame de Genlis. Implicated in the plans 
of General Dumourier^ the National Conven- 
tion passed a decree of accusation both against 
her and Lady Edward Fitzgerald^ though she 
declared herself intirely ignorant of what he. 
was meditating* " The day (March 31, 1793> 
of my arrival in St. Amand," * says she, ^' I 
learnt first that General Dumourier intended. 
ta tear the standard of revolt. I knew no- 
thing from him^ for he never said a single word 

* See Madame de Genlis*s Conduct, oagel 41 and 42. 

• . . ' ■ i 
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to me concerning his plan's; but his confix 
dant, whom I had never seen before, and who 
yet shewed a verj particular concern for me, 
answered all my questions frankly. He was 
the unfortunate M, de Vaux, who has been 
since guillotined^ When I had certam infor- 
mation that they intended to re-establish the 
monarchical constitution, I said toM. de Vanx, 
and some othpr persons who are still alive, that 
I thought they ought to have kept it when 
they had it ; but that now, when they had abo- 
lished it, and shed so much blood in support 
of the republic, the French would be the 
sitliesi people on earth if tkey renounced it so 
instantaneoftsly and so readily; in short, that 
I thought it extravagant in them to suppose 
they would be gttilty of such vtrscttility, espe- 
cially . at a time when their enthusiasm for 
liberty appeared wound up to the highest 
pitch. I know that this conversation, with 
many injurious aspersions which I never utter- 
ed, has since been i*elated to General Dumou- 
rier; I also know that they have procured me 
bis hatred : but the real account of that con- 
versation is such as I have given it, without 
addition or extenuation. I was certainly much 

obliged 
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obliged to General Damourier for having re- 
ceived me into his camp, considering the risk 
that attended sach a step; for, as 1 was not in 
bis confidence, had he left us in that city, 
which was retaken by the enemy, it is more 
than probable that Mademoiselle d'Orleans 
aJnd I should have been prisoners at this day: I 
pnght gratefully to remember it. When I re- 
ceived a Mnt of his terrible designs and plans, 
I disapproved of them entirely and in every 
respect. There was nothing 1 more earnestly 
wished than to get away from St. Amand, but 
the difficulty of procuring horses caused me to 
retinqoish this idea. On the 2d of April Du- 
mourier intercepted a parcel filled with man- 
dales of arrest againsfe almost all the principal 
officers of the army, and among the rest M. 
de Valence, M. de Chartres, 8cc. These arbi- 
trary orders^, sent by a simple comaaittee, were 
signed Duhem, The officers could no doubt 
legally do their utm<!>st to frustrate the effects 
o£ fhis unaccountable despotism, and accord- 
ingly on ^Bte following evening the commis- 
saries of the Convention were arrested. I 
heard of this strange step at midnight, which 
increased my anxiety to get away .'[ 

Having 



lae THE FEMALE PLUTAROH. 

, Having escaped as a proscribed ftigitive 
from that country she with her associates had 
promised to TCgenerate^ Madame de Genlia 
travels through Germimy to Switzerland^ from 
Switzerland to Holland^ and from. Hollaixd to 
the Qorth of Germany, every where haunted^ 
persecuted, and accompanied with as surprise 
ing adventures as those that overtook her & 
mile from London. Every where she conceals 
her name, but she is every where recognised^ 
and as soon as known again expelled. Mon^» 
tesquieu, another revolutionary emigrant, how-* 
ever, procured for her and Mademoiselle d'Or- 
leans a retreat in a eon vent at Brmgarten in 
Switzerland: when, after a residence there of 
nearly a year, the latter joins her auntj the 
Princess of Conti, atPribourg; and Madame 
de Genlis s^t out for Holland, where ^' sh^ left 
her niece in safe and viriuoti^ hands $ * and/' 
sfiys she, '^ by the favour of a passpoit . a 
stranger who lived with tier procured ibr me 
und^r heir own name, I came into this country 
(Holstein). I separated myself from my niece 
for some time, becau}9p I wished to be quite 

* Madame de GenlU's A>coujjt, pays 12% 

incogs 
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incog, and her presence' Would have ni^de us' 
more easily known. 

" After her retrea£ from SMlzerland/' s^ys^ 
a continental writer,* '^ Madame de Gehlis in- 
tended to establish her h<ead-quart^rd;at B^rlinr 
'Prussia then, as now, contained a nUm'erOti^ 
gang of illuminatii and other athieistical and'- 
sophistical banditti of* the same desciriptibn. 
She expected no doiibt to find among them' 
brothers and friends, lovers of her peiibn, 
consolers in her misfortunes, and adherents' 
and propagators of her regenerating system' 
and principles'; which, nolwrthstandirig' expe- 
rience so dearlybought, she always considered 
riot only as pracJticahle, but* absolutely neces- 
sary for the improvement of society, and for 
the perfectibility of the human species. 

'' Tfie Jate Fred^eric William If. had shdftiy ' 
before, by the influence of some Prussian male 
and female pensioners in Gallic pay,* coii- 
cluded that peace of Basle, to which alone re- 
volutionary France is indebted for her en* 
ctoachments; GeiTnany, Italy, Spain, Switzer- 
land, and Holland^ for their bondage \ and modt 

' • See' L<5Voyageiii' Suisse, page 452. 
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other contineatal states for the loss of their 
independence. But although this monarch 
had fraternized with rebels and regicides when 
at a distance^- he feared and declined their fra* 
ternal embraces in his own dominions. No 
fiooner^ therefore^ was he informed of Madame 
de Genlis's arrival in his capital^ than a police 
officervpolitely waited on her with an order to 
accompany him out of the kingdom. After 
many lamentations of her undeserved misfor- 
tunes^ and some philosophical declamation 
against his Prussian majesty's want of hos- 
pitality, she set out for Hamburg. 

'^ Upon the road^ the atteatioju of the 
Prussian officer, who was young and vigorous, 
partly restored her good-humour; but when 
they had arrived on the frontiers of Mecklen- 
burg, he would not leave her before she had 
signed a promise never more to set foot on the 
Prussian dominions. She was at first rather 
outrageous. Supposing, however, from the 
conversation of her travelling companion, that 
though he spoke a little French, he probably 
did not comprehend xhejinesse of the language, ^ 
she, after some discussion, consented to write 
the promise, if he would accept of it in verse. 

Knowing 
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'Knowing but little of the' diffa-ence between* 
prose iand poetry, and having no specific order 
about either, he assented, and she wrdte one bf * 
the ablest and- wittiest epigrams that oppressioa 
ever composed against despotism. 
• ^^ On her arrival in Altonay she inquired off 
a Jew (who had travelled the latter part of tbe 
journey with her) the name of some innkeeper • 
that approved most of the French revolution ; * 
and upon his recommendation she went to 
lodge with a young unmarried womain of Hit' 
name of Pflbck, whose inn was opposite the 
town-hall. This person, bejcaose- her lover, 
a revolutionary propagator, w^s shut up at • 
Spandau, admired every body who had figured ' 
in the revolutionary annals. Here she met 
with objects for her patriotic zeal, as well a« 
a bone for her private varsity and interest. In 
a few months she completely revolutionized 
Miss Pflock's inn.. From her ordinary every 
suspected aristocrat was excluded ; but in re- ' 
turn it was crowded with jacobins of all colours, * 

countries, and descriptions; and Madame de 

'■■ • • •-' 

'* In her account, Madame Genlis, page 123, says, she 
put thb question, tut she ia^ entirely silent with regard t* 
her Journey and adventtites in Russia. 

Q 2 Genlis 
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Qenjis aiid General V^lei^^, wJio uovsi calted. 
Mis^ Pfldck the^i; froiiite etckere tome, always 
honoured this ordinary, wit})^ thein presence. 

'^ The nujamro^a^phplQsoph^m.of Holsteio, and 
of the north oYEurppe^ sooQ^ia^de. this in» their-, 
j^uce of r^ndezvou^; «in4 f0r scbeisaes, dissen^. 
si^n^,^ lojfalty^y mQimty., and patrtoiism^ it was 
by outny German regenerators hailed as a little 
Pftlais Kpyal. 

*' j^n^ong the: other visitors;, were several pa^ 
trufiiti Danish noblemen^ wbose ediication by, 
r^qlqUQjO^y. pedants had made thena^ without, 
kpoiyj^lg why^ reyohitipnists themselves. They 
lall preissqid her with, theic invitations to their 
e|t:»t^s in the country^ After, some coyness^ 
fibe> General Valence^ her niece Mademoiselle 
d^ Sarcy (wJxo now had joined her)^ with a 
dp^en. other femal^ palrto^s, agcepted an in- 
vitaiion. of Coui^t d' A ■ »- ^ . HJe> however, 
' sofkD experienced, that the social practices of- 
Galiic reformers and regenerators/ are very dif* 
fqrent &om their splendid- philanthropic theo- 
ries. I ntrigues^discprd, calumny^ gosMping^ ma- 
lice, and other French- republican virtues, sooja 
obliged him to leave th?m nia3t^rs. of his house 
as well as of his wife.$ wb9>to hist. chagrin was.. 

a perfect 
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a perfect Convert, and spoke £» much of the 
rights of wdmeti, as Madaine de^ GeUlis bad, 
been acquainted tvhh the rights t>f nieli. 

*' Fortunately for Count de A /another 

Danish noblem^ln^ Baton' de W-^ — j-, invited 
thispatriotic crew to'his mansidn. With hitli 
thejjr ate, dratik, rioted^ igauibled, and plotted, 
tQiltiil im iintnen^ ^eiilth Was 'iiqukndefred 
'aVay, and he became a bankriipt in f'ortune alt 
4ii6 i^ife wds in character. Iil gmttlKd^ for bis 
b^Hspitality/ those who bad helj^ed to rnib hidi 
laughed ftt add ridiculed hro^ a^ a focA. Va^ 
Jcnce, however, tMsui^A h1^ that he felt ^re^t 
compassion f6r hisin^isfdrttiiles ; and as a proof 
he offered hini> dh the {jalrt of the French ffo- 
^ernm€fftt> oti^ huftdr&d kraJs-d'brs for earr^fng 
inner tt> E«^lMd dli^a1?e^e^M the Irish rebclsr, 
in doing which he Wabld Fni^ ncn oth^r risk 
than that of beiilig haiiged ka a spy. 

KDuring all ttiid time, M^^atiie de GPeiilis, 
never alone eittiev day dr nig/tt, never spoke 
bnt of a snttg r^ixrdt and of her Idve of solitude. 
The situation of a ftu'ih bfelOA'girig to ahothe^ 
I>anisfa noblemaii, had particul£taly struck her 
fancy. It was occupied by a widower whd 
bad two sons and three daughters; but the 

owner 
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owner made such arrangementis tbat^ except 
the outhouses^ he gave up to Madame de Geo- 
Jia every things and she went thither in an en-*- 
thusiastic fervour^ often ^bidding an eternal 
adieu to society. A young Prussian girl who 
understood some French, was her only com- 
panion and attendant. Within a fortnight 
after her establishment there, the farmer waited 
pa his landlord, .deploring the necessity he 
should be under tq quit the farm entirely, if the 
French devil of a lady, as he called her, did 
Bot leave it immediately. By her interference 
in every thing, and by her . continual /mis- 
chievous doings, she had alres^dy, after em* 
broiling the sons and daughters among them«> 
selves, embroiled them with their father, ex»- 
cited him against them, and set his servants 
both agiuust him and against his "; children^ 
Nothing but crying, quarrelling, and fightings 
was beard or seen since she had settled in his 
house; and all this domestic broil had been 
effected by her, with the assistance of an in* 
terpreter only (her maid), she not understand* 
uig or speaking a word of the language of the 
country. 
*' Upon the arrival of the nobleman who 

had 
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liad placed her in this quiet solitude so much 
desired, her complaints were still greater and 
louder than those of the farmery whom with 
his children and servants^.she styled unfeeling/ 
"ignorant savages, who disturbed by their snor- 
ing her meditations during the night, and het 
morning slumber by their early and noisy oc- 
cupations, and whom she had hitherto in "vain 
tried to civilize aud humanize, A peace or 
rather a truce was however concluded by the 
mediation of the landlord, but it was of short 
duration ; because in three days the farmer re- 
turned, declaring were he eveh to be punished 
AS aa incendiary, he would set fire to his house, 
•and burn Jber alive, if she did not remove the 
-next day. As courage is not among her vir- 
itjues, this threat had the desired effect. She 
• again joined in the world the society of her 
patriotic friend^, to whom she was an orna- 
ment; accusing some relentless aristrocrats, or 
every body but herself, of the troubles she had 
experienced in her choice retreat^ wiiich sli^d 
.should never cease, to regret.* 

*' But while she was thus rendered miserable 

• See Le Yoyageur Suisse,, page 454. 

in 
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in Gernfxany, ifistea^d of ^eopsolations, ^she re- 
ceived jiQthing but yexation frpm France. Her 
new work, Lps Chevaliers clu Cygne, which 
had just been advertised for sale at Paris, met 
with but little success; aad its price, ten livr€^ 
each volume in paper-mouey, produced the 
following epigram : 

Que les tems «ont changes ! disolt un amateur; 

Les beuvres de Geiilis a dix francs le volume! 

Dans le tems que son p — il valoit mieux que 5a plume^ • 

Pour six fiancsj^aurois et^Tauteur.* 

She had by this production displeased aU 
parties, without satisfying her own partisi^iia. 
The staunch republican as well as the paise 
ro);alist, accused her of intending by it to rq- 
cominend to France a constitutional king in 
the son of the late Duke of Orleans. Toiia^ 
giatiate herself therefore, at least with the 
sovereign Directory, she liad the insolence to 
address an impertinent letter to Monsieur de 
Chartres, the present Duke (of whom slie had 
written before that he had a great aversion 
to monarchical governments, a most astonish- 

• See Le yoyagear SyUse, page 464. 



itig entkusiosm in bebttlf <if tift>^^'>^tt<^^^> ^^ 
the most ridieirlotis nations of the rights of 
mem, equality^. &<;.und Other deniiago^tie 
opriniX)ns) ;"* wsoning hieat agafai^t aceeptiiig tt 
thiooe ki France^ if ofl^rs^d by his ad^^reiits. 
It Wfis #in«t^ frM» ^11^ ifl Hoteteii^^ ctifd ^edf 
March 8th, 179^. Its tefigth prevents ife en- 
tire ift<derttoii k^i^> hm si^s^ge isf train^rib^d 
which no doubt e^atoed' BtfoA^pA¥te'sf r^ottec- 
tion when he p€ftMi€t€f<l her to r^tata t<y 
' France. 

*^ You t6 nutikd tip tot^ I'^ytfJty, t6 bi^coihe arf 
iUurpetr ^jddlaiiflV^: ^'to^^i^d^idiVc^^ to «r«df«^ 

iuA d ttpubUe thi!t ydti btf^ to&i!io#IedgMy 
cheHshed^an^ vaiitflftfy fdilj^f for ! AiidWhen'?' 
iBow thiat Fmtifeift b or^aniiM iff a ai^ttled ^c]^ 
vernmentj which appears to be founded 6h A' 
basig as ^iid'-^ iMs/taHiy sMtf ^i^^^n^e" / What 
degree of eonffideilce c<te Ff§he^ pia^e iff jf 
ootistittitiotidl Wilg tWenty.**ee ^e^A^* 6W, 
whom she beiield Sttt m'o y^dVi before dti^ 
afdfht repttbKcsrti^, and^ the i^osf hitliusiaUit 
paitkmt of eqmilit^f M^'ght' nof s?dch*a king/ 
^ well aisa»y otllftryihi^iifiibly ^bli§li>t&e con^- 
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stitution and become a deispbt i According la 
the generally received idea^ it is a much shorter 
step from royalty to despotism^ than from a 
democratic . government to the most limited 
monarchy. Do you flatter yourself that by 
mounting thjis overturned and bloody throne^ 
you coold restore peace to IVance i No; the 
continuation of the foreign^ and the enkindling 
pf a civil war in every part of the empire> 
vould be the fatal consequences of this foolish 
usurpation. If France subjects herself agaia 
to monarchical governmeut, the brother of 
Louis XVI. has tJie best claims. If the throne 
is again erected^ it is doubtless to him it belongs. 
Were yx>u placed on it, you would always be. 
distinguished by the most dishonourable of all 
titles:'* 

But she was more successful in her family 
arrangements than in her literary and political 
manoeuvres. Among the persons whom her 
reputation or curiosity had sent to Miss Pftock's 
ordinary, was Mr. Matheison, a rich and of 
Bourse respectable merchant of Ha^iburg. 
Struck with the charms of Mademoiselle de 

* Ifiadame de Gealis'B Account, pages IM) and 151. 

Sercy, 
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Sercy, he demaiMled, and without much diffi- 
cuky obtained her hand^ though a rather awk- 
ward old bachelor^ as diminutive as;she waS' 
tall and robust. Whether before the honey- 
moon was over he repented of his fraternity 
Wi'th this patriotic family^ is not known^. but 
some time afterwards he surprised, his dear 
h^lf fraternizing with one of his clerks. A di- 
vorce was the consequence cf this discovery. 
He, however^ generously settled a pension on 
her, and she has since married a Swiss mer- 
chant of Basle. 

The number of volumes published by Ma- 
dame* de Genlis in Germany, as well as in 
France, amotmt to thirty-six. Men of letters^ 
acquainted with the purity of the French Ian-- 
guage, find a great difference not, only in the 
sentiments but in tl>e style of her literary pro- 
ductions. Those written at Paris^ as Adele ei 
Theodore, Les Feillees du Chateau, Theatns 
d' Education, La Duchesse de la V-aUiere, and 
others, are universally approved for their ele- 
gance of composition, arid their moral ten- 
dency ; while hes Chevaliers da Cygne, Les 
Vaux TemeraireSy Le Petit La 'Bruyere, Le$ 
Mires Rivales, &c. composed in Germany dur- 
ing 
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ing her .eoiigratioo^ ^•e often incorrect) mih 
notions trivial as well fts dapgf^ous. Tbe rea«} 
son of this dissimilarity i^ said to originate 
from the assistance $he h9d when in (b^ Palaia 
Royal^ where Marmonielj La Harp^^ and 
otUer eminent Fvench jtf^arai^t^' ^orr^cted on 
revised hej[ works^^ and the want of literary cO"?*. 
adjutors \v:hlle writing in Holstein or in Pri^-i 
^a. To this latter country she was imtit^ hy* 
kis present Prussian majesty^ sliortly aft^ hi^ 
ascension to the throne \ and she coutipued > at 
Berlin until 1800^ when Buonapi^rte permitted 
her to return to France. 

During the Arst years of her mai'riage, ami 
generally during her younger years, Madame 
de Genlis was co^idered as. one of the mosl^ 
gallant and intriguing women in Fran^ce)- 
though debauchery or rather profligacy at thatt 
part of the reign of Louis XV. was carried to 
a shameful extreme. In 1766 her husband^ a 
colonel of dragoons^ was quartered atLisIe^ in- 
Flanders; where the conduct of Madame de 
Gealis was such, that every one regarded her 
more as a courtezan than as a modest Koman. 
A loyal a|}d. valiant nobleman^now. in this coun^ 
try saw;,hervtben mi>uhl upom A,table> on ^ur-^ 

pose 
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p»6e to exhibit her form and charms to better 
advantage to the fwhok corps of oEScers of her 
hfisband's regiment; who^ on account of the 
scandal caused by h^r behaviour^ was obliged 
to give m his resignation. 

She always possessed genius; but at that pe^ 
riod of her life it wanted Gi»ltivjation. By in- 
ticing some men of letters into the number of 
her gallants^ she improved much. Their in<« 
stnictions and their guidance were not- thrown 
away. In a short time she evinced herself ol 
some literary pretensions^ in publishing in her 
own name works chiefly arranged by others; 
though according to her ideas. She was soon^ 
however^ able to write as well as to thinks and 
she has at present no other rival than Madame 
de Stael to her claim of being the first Frencfal 
authoress of the present day. 

On her arrival in France after her exile^ she, 
according to the then prevailing fashion, tonir 
ed all her thoughts to religious subjects ; an^ 
with her friend> the late M. La Uarpe, wrote 
as much in. favour of Christianity, as they both 
formerly had encouraged infiddity. As to her 
real religious sentiments, they remain, as she 
has written^, tfeei sQPxiyia tietweiBn Qodiand her- 
self j 
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^self ; but when^ during her ei9Qigration> she re*^ 
i^id^d at Skswick In HolstQiOr, and was in good 
health, she endeavoured to convert to atheism 
the Abbe le Marie^ the only French priest there; 
but when taken ill^ she sent for hun to confess 
her, and to dii'ect her how to do penance.* ; 

The fir3t thing Buonaparte «i^d to her at bei? 
presentation JA the Thuiileries was^ ^' Madame^ 
I do not like, poiitiical j^pmen^ but a religious 
woman is ajw.ny9,' estimable in my eyes." She ^ 
is. therefoie reported to have exchanged a re- 
volutionary fan^icism into catholic devotion ;. 
^t least shei is accused of §uch a c;wc by the 
revolutionary poet, the fratricide, regicide, and 
atheist, Chenier, in his last satire, called ^^ the 
NEW SAINTS," wherein she is very severely 
treated. 

Madame de Genlis is now in her sixty-first 
year. The days of her political, as. well -as 
unpjQr-ous intrigues are now probably over,. She 
has been much blamed for taking upon herself 
to 1;>^ the governess and instructress of ^ the 
^ons as Tv^cU as of the daughter of the late 
Duke of Orleans, a place no lady of her rank 
ever bei ore occupied. But if the momentary 

See Le Voyageur Suisse, page 466. 

error 
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error into which alie led the present Dukes of 
Orleans and Montpensier are excepted, the in-^ 
formation^ good morals^ atitl becoming man- 
ners, of both these princes, and of the lojal 
and noble-minded Count de Beaujolois, do 
equal honour to her judgment and to her ta- 
lents.* " 

Upon the whole, it is however difficult tojJe- 
cide whether her genius is greater than her im- 
morality.f 

* Much of whsit has been said by Madame Genlis in 
her account of her conduct concerning Mademoiselle 
d'- Orleans and her own adventures, is contradicted in 
letters said to b« wtitien by the present Duke of Orleans, 
and refuted as f^lse or fabulous. Sbe is besides justly 
reprobated for her ingratitude towards the Orleans fa- 
mily, to which she owed every thing. 

t On the 7th of April 1 793, when only thirteen years 
oW, theiGount' de Beaujolois was arrestcid by tire jacc- 
biRS> and sent.tQ. the Abbey: In the interrogatory he 
underwent he shewed a grept firmness of character^: he 
answered, upon being questioned, ** Are you an aris-- 
tpcrat? Yes. Do you know any thing of tiie plans of 
your father? No. Have you had any communications 
with Madame de Genlis ? Ft done.*' Born with an ele- 
vated mind, the examples of those round him, and the 
precepts of those to whom his education was entrusted, 
were equally unable to corrupt his loyaltyj and to debase 

the nauve dignity of his mind. 
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KEPviuTJONJRY EXECVTIONEttS 

(Bourreaur)* 



DURING the first twoyciartrf the French 
repubUc, the free citizens of that comitkt>ii- 
wealth were neither permitted to laugh nor to 
cry^ and the appearance of joy Vas as dan« 
gerous as that of grief« If they complaiBcdj^ 
they were accused of being aristocrats^ enemiest 
of a* repuWican form of government'; and iP 
they rejoiced, their mirth was siispieioas, aa<f 
supposed to originate from their satisfaction at 
the public misery^ the consequence of the fa- 
mine then desolating France. ^ Were, they 
aeiioiifi and' composed) the repobiaeans: and' 
j^beobins o amiiter ed thmw as diseofftented and' 

mtfeelin^ 



unfeeUag hypocrites, ,whp^ hmdened want of 
patriotism merited a wo^e 9evere puaisbment 
than the plots of the avowed eaemies of liberty 
aiid^quaUty. Were they silent, or lived re- 
cluse or retired, they must be of that class. of 
indifferent and lukewarm patriots^ whose «»ci- 
vism ancient republics, at the most glorious 
periods, judged as a capital offence and high 
treason against their cpuntry and fellow-ci» 
.tizens. Thys situated, wany of them resiguied. 
tl^episelves to despair, many were deprive^ 
of their reason, some became believers Iqi 
fatality, and all awaited death* with terror and 
mih horror* as the sole i^eliveraojce from ,all 
tH^oir paifOs, trom all their a^^iety, oppressioa^ 
und 4iea4^* 

Diiiring the r^ign of B.uoiaaparte's ^oriky 
|>j.€dee43S3or, JBobespiei:!^, the French »ever 
danced but round ^affolds, to the music of 
cannibal airs ; and, cannibal like, feas.ted, en* 
0ompas&ed wiiii the bleeding and mutilated 
carcases of those plundered and outraged vic- 
tims they had butchered. Those republican 
balls, fetes, and solemnities, always terminated 

• Sec tfi Quolidien, Jmjuary 9, 1795, pa^ie «. 

by 
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by the publication of new lists of proscription^ 
and by noting fresh individuals for destruc- 
tion. 

* After this tyrant was no more, and his'ac- 
compTices had for their own safety op^hed the 
"prisons and released those whom tliey hiid no 
right to arrest, tlie usual volatile, giddy, fickle, 
unthinking, and despicable character of the 
Unfortunate French people, began to manifest 
itself, in their declarations as well as \h their 
amusements. Instead of combining to clias- 
tise the great and regfcide criminals^ from 
whom they had suffered so much ; instead of 
uniting to plan the restoration of a lawful and 
regular government, and by it to prevent in 
future the return of those atrocities by which 
they were so near being sacrificed; they turned 
them into ridicule^ and avenged veal outrafges 
by songs and. epigrams, by an impolitic eon- 
tempt, and by contemptible caricatures* They 
thought to express the height of their resent- 
ment, by excluding the guilty, powerful, or 
enriched upstarts of these times> and all other 
perpetrators of revolutionary crimes, from a 
ball to which they gave the singular but 

appropriate 
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appropriate appellation of the Ball of Vic- 
tims.* 

" This ball, during the winter of 1794^ was 
hqld by subscription in the first floor of the 
Hotel (le Richelieu. Madame Napoleon Buo- 
naparte, then the disconsolate widow of the 
guillotined Viscount de Beauharnois, was one 
of the principal directresses of- this ball, al- 
though her bon ami Barras was excluded. 

No person was admitted as a subscriber who 
xroiild not prove that he or she had to deplore 
a pairent, a husband^ a wife, a brother, a sister, 
or arelalive, dispatched by the revolutionary 
assassins, who had not also been imprisoned 
or exposed to the danger of death by hunger 
and by the guillotine.^ 

The writer of this article had the misfortunq 
to be one of the members of this ball of vic- 
tims. Knowing its composition, and judging 
the feelings of others by his own, he went thi- 
ther with truly melancholy sentiments: certain 
of meeting with upwards of two hundred fellow- 
sufferers, wounded like himself in a manner 

• See Lc Quotidien, January 9, 1795, page 3. 
t Idem, 

impossible 
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impoasiblefpr any huimtn 1>eii^ to (alleviat^j 

much less to remedy, he expected from these 

« 

irreparable evils inflicted on them all^ an* 
equally mournful sedateness, that their lamei>- 
tations would make music discordant^ and 
change a ball into a kind of funeral service. 
He was however mistaken in his supposition* 
Dancing and music^ music and dancings were 
the exclusive order of the night. They all en^ 
Joyed the present without meditating on what 
had passed^ or apprehending any thing which 
might afterwards happen. They cared no 
more about ftituriiy, than they seemed to re- 
collect what they had just endured* 

^^ Your good father^ your valiant brother,' 
your amiable sister, have not they all.perished 
since we mot the last time.^ It is shocking 
indeed ! do not mention it, it might make on^ 
low-spirited : come, let us join in the dance. 
Who could have foreseen that your pious 
aunts, so old, so kind, so charitable to every 
body, should ascend the scaffold i It is abo* 
minable : my paitner is waitiiig. — And your 
husband, who from the beginning of the re- 
volution declared^, himself a friend of liberty, 
he too has been murdered by the republicans? 

I engage 
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I. engage yout for the next dance.— How graee- 
fitlly does Mademoiselle de Mi move! She; 
had^ neyeptJieless^ no mastef during the twenty 
months she was imprisojaed with her parents 
before they were guillotined. Conlkinae your 
dance^ Mademoiselle deM. we admire you. — 
Bear Madame de F. how elegant are your j?flS' 
de trois ! You compliment me> Baron. Faith, 
this is the first ball I have frequented since my 
hnsband and brothers were massacred in the 
prison of the Abbey. But excuse me, I am 
wanted. — I suppose. Countess, from your charm- 
ing gracefulness, that you have engaged Ves- 
trie as a teacher for four hours in- the day? 
Chevalier, you know I am not fond' of flattery; 
I have not danced since the banditti stabbed 
my poor sister, and buried alive in their cha- 
teau in Burgundy my brother-in-law and my 
nephew. But the cotillon ! — Poor Marquis! 
how cruelly the revolution has used you> in 
pillaging you of five hundred thousand livres 
a year as' an emigrant, when you were in pri- 
son under the ' revolutionary axe, from which 
vour severe illness alone saved voul True, 
Duchess-; but the music calls us/^ 
Such were nearly the reciprocalprofossions 

of 
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o.f regret and consolation of the revolutionary 
victims, during five balls at. which I. was prcf* 
sent. A stranger would never have guessed 
tlijs to be the Ball of Victims so much spoken 
of, praised, blame^, or criticised, in the public 
papers; bad it not been. for the black dresses., 
of th^ company, fqr the black hangings of the. 
roomS| for the black ribbands of the Addles, » 
and for the black crape decorating the xkande^ 
lUrs. In truth, nobody looked for, , expected, 
or listened to, any thing but plea^ire. The 
inusic and the crowd made most, if .not all of 
them, forget both property, proscriptions, dun- 
geons, scaffolds, famine, guillotine, and mas- 
sacres. Disgusted and grieved, I often ima- 
gined I saw the shades of their butchered , 
relatives indignantly reproaching theni with 
their insensibility, their improvidence, and 
their abominable rage for gaiety, entertain- 
ments, and shows; but I wronged the deceased 
in so thinking. Had they been alive, they no 
doubt would have acted like those whom they 
had left behind : they too would have danced. 

The second Ball of Victims was interrupted 
for an instant — only for an instant, by a tragi- 
comic scene. For fear pf not killing enough, 

Rojjespierre'a 
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Tlobespierre's revolutionary judges often com-» 
mitted mistakes from resemblance of names 
or persons, or rather from indifference. Many 
individuals are still alive, of both sexes, whose, 
i^ames are among those condemned and ex- 
ecuted in the reign of terror, and in whose : 
place some unknown and innocent victims ; 
have pefislied^ This was the case of two ladies . 
of the name of De Brienpe : both had been 
coircealed, but both were mentioned in the list . 
of guillotined persons^ and each of them con- 
sidered herself as the only one saved. Tlieir 
shrieks in meeting so unexpectedly at this ball 
were piercing indeed, " I thought you mur- 
dered, I am in mourning for you,*' each ex-- 
claimed to the other at the same time. After 
mutually embracing and congratulating for » 
five minutes, they dried their tears, and joined , 
in the danc^. . 

In the second floor of the same Hotel de 
Richelieu assembled another and an opposition 
party, as they were then called, wheveiliey 
also danced. This opposition -ball was pro- 
perly styled the Ball of the Executioners (bour- 
reaituj. In defiance of those dancing below, 

their 
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their rooms were htiftg with red, their dress 
was red, and over the door of etitraAce was 
suspended a red flag and a red cap. Nobody 
was a member of it who could >Dot prove him- 
self to have committed since the. revolution 
some crimes deserving the gallows should roy-^ 
alty be restored, or to have bought some na- 
tional property, or plundered some of the 
estates of the clergy or nobility. It might be 
expected, that froni their impunity and auda- 
city they had bdnished remorse, and their noisy 
riots proclaimed it. No less remarkable* to an 
observer were the mutual politeness and fra- 
ternal compliments that were exchanged be- 
tween the Victims and the Exefctitionefs when 
they happened to meet together in the staif- 
case. Their curtesies were low and their 
civilities \veYe long, and probably equally 
sincere; and then they all went to dance. 
They were all, however, in a hiJrry to kill time, 
memorj*, or conscience. 

In a work where these balls of Victims arid 

Executioners' are both mentioned and repro-^ 

bated) it is stated, that whilst Madanle Jose- 

,phii^ de Beauharnois was dtmcing in the first 

...» floor 



THE BALLS, Ac. 361 

IToors in defep mourning, her thea lover Barras^ 
and tier present husband Napoleon Buona- 
parte^ were fraternizing with their accomplices 
and dancing in the second floor, red from head 
to foot.* 

* See Les Annales duTerrorisme, preface, page 18. la 
a note it is said that it was in theltair-case of the Hotel 
de Richelieu, that Barras presented his mistress for tbc 
ifirst time 10 her Corsican husband. 



Tot* t. It 
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MJDAME FOUCHEi 

THE WIFE OF THE MINISTER OF POLICE, 



IN March 1767 a friar of the order of Ora- 
toh*e at Nantes, named Fiquet, w^s expelled his 
convent for his immoral and scandalousconduct. 
Shortly afterwards he added apostacy and blas- 
phemy to vice and infamy, by breaking his vows 
of celibacy and manying a courtesan, long 
known by the name of Eleonora du Tout. Six 
months had scarcely elapsed before his chaste 
spouse was delivered of twin daughters, who were 
^baptised as the legitimate children of Fiquet. * 
By the number of her customers, and by a 
disposition naturally economical, if not ava- 
ricious,^ Madame Fiquet had accumulated a 
small capital. But though most men of the 
city of Nantes had contributed to its increase, 
no one could claim any particular share. They 

* La Dc^aoncUtion des Breton s^ &c. }>rerace9 page 2. 

might 
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might perhaps still, if they chose, fraternize 
with the proprietor, but they had no hope of 
fraternizing with the property. It belonged 
exclusively to hei: ; aad, as long as he con- 
tinued a complaisant husband,, to him who had 
made her an honest woman.* 

Fiquef having from prudent motives re- 
nounced all interference in the domestic con-* 
cerns or in the direction of his house, likewise 
avoided meddling much in what regarded. the 
education of his wife's children. He was, 
however, permitted to teach them to read and 
write; and even when' Madame Fiquet h^ 
any friendly visitors, to whom his presence 
was unnecessary or disagreeable, to take a walk 
with the girls along the banks of the Loire : 
but as they began to grow up this last favout 
was curtailed. Being tolerably handsome, 
and estimating the value of their youthful 
charms by the sums that had been paid for her 
own, their mother was apprehensive lest hex 
husband without her knowledge should either 
dispose of them to some rich amateur and 
pocket the money, or perhaps take advantage 

* La IMnonciation des Bretons, &c. preface, page 2* 

R 2 o( 
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of their innocence aad 4iiexperieiioe to seduce 
or debauch them himself. She was too welt 
acquainted with hig principles to doubt whe- 
ther his conscience would long scruple if oc- 
casion incited lubricity and kist to augment 
the number of his crimes bj the perpetratioa 
of incest. * 

Madame Fiquet died suddenly in 1787> and 
in nsS Hortense Fiquet was delivered of a 
btill-born child. Though the real father of it 
remained unknown^ scandal attributed-the pa- 
ternity to Fiquet and Co. ; that is to say^ to all 
the libidinous friars of the order of Oratoire, 
who since the death of his wife daily rioted m 
]Piqu^t's house. + 

Among the rest the reverend father Fouch6 
distinguished himself by his profligate songs 
and proiune and wicked conversation. In the 
year 1790, when be had deserted the convent, 
and exchanged the frock of the friar for the 
Rational cockade and red cap of the jacobin^ 
he seriously paid his addresses, not. to Hor-* 
tense, but to her sister Charlotte, who was of 

* La O^nonciation des Bretons, &c. pTerace> page 3« 
t Ibidem. 

a very 
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tt very diflferent disposition. Being of a reli-, 
gious turn of mind^ she had selected for a 
friend y for ia guide, and for a confessor, a re- 
spectable curate at Nantes. His admonitions^ 
his pre^ceptSy and his prayers, had preserved 
hei' unpolluted in the path of virtue; from 
which neither the infidelity af her father, the 
depravity of her mother, nor the example of 
her sister, had tem pried her to deviate.. Sus- 
pecting with reason that Fouche had intrigued 
both with ht^r mother and sister, she repulsed 
his offers of matrimony with horror and indig- 
nation; and to bie relieved from his trouble- 
some assidviiies she quitted the house of her 
pareoi to reside with a Madame Sauliere, a 
pious lady, to whom she had been recommend- 
ed by the curate. * 

When Hprtense was informed and convinced 
of Fouch^'s proposals to her sister she became 
outrageous, and determined to avenge herself 
fqr the slight of a lover by denouncing th^e 

• La IMnonciation des Bretons, &c. preface, page j4. 
In a note it is sad that Foucb^ shortly afterwards djjs» 
patched his father-in-law, who ly accident 9t\\ into the 
Loire and was drowned. 

abomination$ 
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abominations of a traitor. For that purpose 
she Wfent to a justice of the peace, and de- 
clared in the presence of several persons, '' that 
Fouche had not only twice gi^en her drugs to 
cause a miscarriage, but that she would prove 
by witnesses that he had administered poison 
to her mother to avoid repaying a sum of three 
thousand livres, 1251. which she had lent hini 
the* day before her death." Not to give the 
aristocrats an opportunity to ci*y out or publish 
anypremature accusations or cafumnies against 
the patriots," the justice of peace, who wiw a 
brother jacobin* with Fouche, exbbrtcd him to ' 
bury this affair in oblivion- as soon as possible 
by marrying Hortense Fiquct, which vr^ all 
that the girl then wanted. * 

Hortense Fiquet has^ since, hy her patriotic 
behaviour, shewn herself worthy of being the 
wife of the robber and assassiny Buonaparte's 
ptesent senator, minister of police, and grand' 
officer of his legion of honour, his Excellency • 
Monseigneur Fouch6, whose at4*ocities were so 
notorious and so enormous, that in 1795 even 
the guilty regicide National Convention ex- 

• Les Annalei du Terrorisme, page 463. 

pelled 
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pclled hitn Aom its bosom; as disgracing even 
the most disgraceful, disgraced; and barbarous 
legislature that ever, usurped power or op- 
pressed and butchered mankind.' To elucidate 
this assertion, one of ihe many patriotic traits 
of Madame Fouche is sufficient. Those of 
her husband Irave already been published ia 
unother work.* 

During the dreadful period when Fouche 
and Carriere in 179"^' daily ordered thousands 
of loyal Vendeans to be shot, drowned, or 
guillotined at Nantes, Nevers, and in its vici* 
nity, together with every relative, friend, or 
even acquaintance of these unfortunate roy- ' 
alists, Madame Fouch^, then styling herself 
*' the female citizen sans-culotte Fouche," sent 
the following curious card of invitation, o^ 
rather of requisition, to all female citizens 
whom she thought believed in Christianity, or 
whom she supposed deploring the loss of mo- 
narchy; by whom she imagined the crimet 
of rebels were detested or their tyranny ab- 
horred : 

• Sec the Revolutionary Plutarch, Vol. I. page 103 
ct seq. 

'' Liberty! 
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^ liberty! Equality! Sisterhoodi or Death! 

'** Nantes, the S8th Gerinina], year ii of 
4he French Republic, one and indivisible) 
Of April 20th, 1794. 

'^ To-morrow eleven hundred and nine Verv- 
dean rebels or fanatics are to be drowned ia 
mass. To give a proof of your patriotism, 
you are invited and expected to assist as a wit*- 
ness of this grand civic baptism. 

" Health and sisterhoods 

(Signed) <* HORTENSE FOUCHfi, 

. A female citizen sans-culottt/^ 

Her sister Charlotte and Madame Saulier 
were among those invited^ among those who 
declined the invitaticm^ and among those who 
in consequence were arrested^ and a few days 
afterwards executed^ as enemies of liberty 
and equality.* 

How incomprehensible are the decrees of 
Providence! A woman who confides in her 
inndcence^ is sincere in her religion^ and faith- 
ful to her duty as a subject and a Chiistian^ 

* Les Annales du Terrorisme, page 454 3 and La D^« 
noQciation des Bretons, preface, page 6« 

not 
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not only expires like the vilest of criminals^' 
but involves ia her miserable fate her kind and 
Yirtuous benefactress; while her sister^ Accused 
of incest^ avowing herself culpable of infanti- 
cide, and suspected of being an accomplice of 
the plunders, robberies, and murders of her 
husband, lives with him in splendour and af« 
floeoce, envied and respected. Has visitors and 
flatterers, but not a single reprover, except her 
own conscience ! What better proof of ano- 
ther world, and an all-remunerating Provi- 
dence ? 

That audacity accompanies prosperous and 
9ticcessful wickedneas is not surprising, but 
that persons elevated by birth ^nd eminent for 
virtue and talents should gratify the ambition 
and pride of villains whom they must demise if 
not abhor, would not be believed by posterity^ 
bad it not been officially announced in the Mo- 
sitem*, and witnessed by every inhabitant and 
visitor at Paris in the winter of 1804, tluit 
sovereign princes from Germany, their coa« 
sorts, sons, and daughters, have bowed at the 
iisterly routs and partakerr ot the sinter I ij ban- 
quets of Madame f oucbe, as well as of those 

E 5 of 
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of Madame Napoleon Buonaparte^ a^d other 
vile harlots and known adultresses. , 

The language of Madame F6uch6 is vulgar, 
her manners inelegant and aukward, and her 
person, though not ugly^ has something for- 
bidding and disagreeable. She looks younger 
than she really is, and pretends to be still 
younger than she looks. Having frequently 
committed low blunders in her conversation 
with persons of education above her, her hus- 
band has given her three rules how to avoid 
exposing him and herself for the future when 
in compan)' — '' 1 . To hold her tongue : 2. To 
hold her tongue : and 3. To hold her tongue."* 

Fouch^, as minister of police, has his mis- 
tresses for nothing, and Madame Foncbe her 
gallants, by whom she is paid. These are 
chiefly unfortunate petitioners to her husband, 
who to terminate their affairs with him resort 
to the antiquated beauty qi his wife and to her 
interest. Talleyrand is stated to have said: 
*^ Indeed the wife of my dtar colleague Fouche 

• See lies NouvcHet \ la Main, Frimaire, year xiik 
No. III. 

has 
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has her fixed price, as regularly as any Parisiaa 
courtesaQ licensed by him to expose her charms 
publicly to the highest bidder. It is a family 
fault, inherited from her good mamma/'* 

Madame Fouche brought her husband a 
marriage portion of four thousand Hvres, iGfil. 
He allows her now twelve thousand livres, 5001. 
a month as pin-money. Her portion was a for- 
tune to him in 1790. His pinrmoiiey to her 
does not amount to a twentieth part of his pre- 
sent income ! f 

• See Les Nouv^Ues a la Maiiif Frimairc, year xiii. 
page 7. 

f Idem, page 7, in the note, where it is also stated, 
that Fouch^ has lately obtained an imperial patent for the 
invention of a portable guillotine to dbpatch suspected 
persons in prisons without noise, and for a new rack to 
force them to speak toithout crying out. 

As a small return for the friendship of hisyrfew(fFduch^, 
and for the edificatimi of Madame Fouchd, the author 
has been particular in quoting all his authorities minutely* 
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le ditok i la ouit sombre? 
O nuit ! tu vas daot ton ombre^ ' 
, AremeveUr pour tonjoart. 
Je redisob i Taixrore: 
- Le jour que t« fais ^clorre^ 
Est le demtcr de mes jours* 

THE revolution of the 18th of Fnietichnv 
or of the 4th of Septeijdber 1797> again ipto^ 
scribed all honest and \oyA men in France ^ 
Hot only those who wefe horn Frenchmen^ but 
foreigners who had the misfortune to possess 
any property or claims in that degraded 
country. The same day a decree passed^ whicjh 
ordered every emigrant^ and every person of 
either sex and of whatever country^ whose name 
was on the list of emigrants^ to quit Paris withiu 
twenty-four hours^ and France within a week- 
In this latter case was the writer of this article^ 
who^ though a British subject^ bad his name 
'■ inserted 
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ins^ted om the list of the emigrated nobility of 
the province where he had inherited a large 
testate. 

Being detained hy illness at home, an^, 
besides^ afraid of shewing myself in the 
streets^ all my friends in the same situation^ I 
had , no opportunity of gaining information 
concerning this cruel decree, before the period 
of twenty-four hours had expired. The first 
intimation I had of it was from my landlady, 
to whom I was unknown. She entered my 
Toom with precipitation, very much alarmed at 
« report that in the same night a domiciliary 
visit was to take place in search of individuals 
outlan^ed by a decree which they had neglected 
to 6hey. tJpon inquiry, I was soon convinced 
that this decree extended to myself as well a^ 
others. Having often, during the two months 
I lodged with her, heard her complain of the 
revolutions and express a wish for the return of" 
loyalty, I confided to her my situation, uni 
tbthed her adviee. As it was already daark, she 
expeeied every moment the police cofnmissa/ry 
*6nd hi s gen^d^armes to make their app^iranc^,. 
•and begged me therefore^ for the sake of my 
'Ma sufety, to se^E. sotae Qlher refoge, at kadi 

for 
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for some few nights. She promised to take 
care of my eifectg, aad if I did not or could not 
come back^ to deliver them to any person who 
should produce a note from me. 

It has often but always justly been remarked, 
that one misfortune seldom comes alone, or 
not attended with others. I had then no more 
money at my disposal than two louis-d^ors, nor 
any hope of obtaining a supply> all my frienrds 
and relatives being by the sudden revolution 
either transported, exiled, imprisoned, or mur- 
dered. Thus situated, life was not very desir- 
able ; I therefore went, without any fixed plan^ 
to a coiFee-iiouse in the Palais Royal, a place 
where nothing but indifference of existence 
could have induced me to go, being* more 
closely watched b^y spies than any other resort 
in the capital. I was scarcely seated, before 
a man, perhaps a spy, came in, calling out, 
'< Citizens, will you buy the list with the names 
of all outlawed persons after whom the police 
is in search, and who are to be shot to-morrow 
morning. '' I purchased it for four sous, or 
twopence, and fouhd my name the twenty- 
second of two hundred and sixty which it con- 
tained. My reading of this list was interrupted 
. by 
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by the landlord^ who warned us, that if our 
passes or cards of citizenship were not in order, 
with all the usual formalities, it would be better 
for us to retire, as in some minutes the Palais 
Royal would be surrounded by the military, 
in order to effect a general domiciliary visit*^ 
Ol; eighteen customers in the coffee-house, »ix 
went away with me, sighing alid no doubt 
equally miserable. 

In leaving the Palais Royal, 1 met a hack* 
ney-eoach, and called to the coat;bman to stop. 
When he opened the door, he said in a low 
tone, ^^ For God's sake> citizen, if you are pro-* 
scribed, do not enter: the first patrole will stop 
me and arrest yoti/' f put half a crown in his 
band and went on. I had not gotie f;^r> before 
some flambeaux shewed me' a carriage of a 
foreign and neutral ambassador^ with whom in 
happier days I had been very intimate, who 
bad often made me offers of service, and who 
as a friend had some years before passed a 
whole summer with me on an estJate I possessed 
twelve miles from Paris. I went to his hotel, 
where, though he was not at home, as I was 
known to his porter and servants, they ushered 
me into his study in expectation of his return, 

which 
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wbibh they supposed coald Dot b^ disftanf . At 
half-past eleven o'clock at night be joined me^ 
but so terrified that he had scarcely power to 
fepeak. He stammered, however, " Wh^t 
could induce you to come hither? To save 
myself from the Temple, I have sent' for a po* 
lice commissary to arrest you. I am sorry foT 
it, but it is your own fault. I shall, notwith- 
standing, petition the Directory to-morrotr 
for you in hope of saving your life;'* Without 
answering this brave, grateful, and generous 
Matesman, I put on my hat, pushed him aside, 
and with a look of indignation went away. 
When I was on the stairceUe, he called, out, 
^^ Servants, servants, stop him ;'* but the 
porter's wife, unacquainted with his excel- 
lency's nobie sentiments, opened the gate and 
let me pass. At the comer of the street, about 
twenty yards distant from the ambassador's 
hotel, I saw a.police commissary accompanied 
'l)y eight gens-d'afmes, and heard him tell them 
to make haste. Such was their hurry, thait. 
although I ran almost against them, they did 
not, as was customary, stop me and ask ifae for 
my pass or card of citizenship. The then offi-- 
cial paper, Le Redactenr, two days tfterwardi 

related 
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telated this anecdote^ la making h6nourabI# 
inention of this loyal ambassador's patriotism. 
In this distressful dilemjna, my feelings may 
easily be conceived, Althongli I was unwell, 
and it rained very hard, Iresolved, as my last 
tesodrce, to pass the night under the trees in 
the garden of the Thuilleries, at that time not 
to well guarded as at present. But before I 
could approach it, I had to escape seven watch* 
liouses in my way. When walking in one of 
the streets near the Palais Royal, I heard a 
patrole on horseback advance towards me. To 
avoid hitn 1 laid down and hid myself among 
'irome large free-stones, destined for the build- 
ing of some houses in the vicinity. Being 
wet through and covered With mud, I left my 
jretreat as soon as the patrole was at a distance ; 
but upon rising, I was rather alarmed by ^ 
voice that repeated " I have seen you ; do not 
go on : I will try to save you.'' Before I had 
recovered from my surprize, a door which I 
knew led to a thoroughfare durihg the day, 
was opened by a young woman, who invited 
Me to follow her. She resided in a small room 
of the <ntr€$ol, which is in French houses a 
low floor between the ground and first flooir. 

^c^Yott 
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JJ You are proscribed," said she ; " trust to God 
and to me," She had not finished these words 
before repeated knocks on both sides of the • 
passage, in the name of tlie law, (de part 
dt la lot) ordered the doors to be opened for a 
domiciliary visit. Convinced that I was be- 
trayed, I regarded her as a traitor,* and having 
pistols in my pocket, I took them out with in- 
tent to punish her and dispatch myself. Her 
calmness in observing my movements^ and her 
. quickness in touching a spring that changed a 
looking-glass by the side of her bedinto a door, 
through which she forced me into a small dark 
closet, soon convinced me that my suspicions 
were unfounded as well as ungenerous. In 
a few minutes I beard the police officers enter 
aijd begin the visit. Every corner was ran- 
sacked ; the mattrasses wfere pierced in her bed, 
and even her drawers emptied. When I thought 
they had finished, a gens-d'arme said, *' but 
whose hat is this?" (It was mine, but in the 
hurry we both forgot it). ^^It is wet," continued 

• This suspicion was not rasb. The same decree that 
condemned me with others to death, offered a large re* 
ward for our discovery, and subjected to capital punish- 
roent any pecaoa concealing us^ 

' be, 
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he, '' and of English manufaxjture : here is the 
English stamp; it certainly belongs to some 
emissary of Pitt ?'- — ^' No/' said the girl, " it Is 
the hat of my sweetheart, a young conscript, 
just arrived from England, where commerce 
called him. He left me ten minutes ago/' — '' If 
that is the case,''answered the police commissary, 
'^ I must put the national seal on yotir door, 
and you must go with us and remain a prisoner 
until we find your sweetheart, who undoubt- 
edly is a deserter, if not a spy or an emigrant/' 
-r*'* Carry me where you like/' she said, " if I 
€ven was acquainted with my friend^s abode/ 
you might kill me, but you could never oblige 
me to betray him. I have, besides, proiectort 
who will soon procure me my liberty/* 

'The last words she spoke very loud, so as-to 
console or comfort me. The silence that after* 
wards followed, plainly informed me that my 
benefactress was arrested. I then began to 
reconnoitre the closet. It was about seven feet 
Jong, three feet wjde, and as far as I could 
judge, its height was the same with the length* 
I found in a basket about a pound of breadj 
half a roasted fowl, but not a drop of anj 
thing to drink. In oxie corner was a brokea 

chair^ 
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ehair^ on which T sat down^ after having mt* 
successfully attempted to open the door through 
which I had .entered. Necessity, as well a» 
philosophy^ made me resigned to my fate, and 
the unusual fatigues of mind and body procured 
me some moments agitated repose; but the 
cold from my damp cloaths, and thirst, sooa 
again awakened me. Some hours afterwards^ 
I thought I began to discover daylight. After 
a long examination, I found a window about 
ten incnes long and five wide, with an iroa 
grate. By getting upon the chair, I could 
observe a wall about the distance of twt> feet>> 
but no other window was opposite ittiotf; I^ 
llowever, very plainly heard many pexsosur 
speak, both over and under me, and that the 
fubjeet of l^eir conversation was the arrest of 
Mafia Farbe, which I supposed to be the name 
pf my unknown friend. 

By entirely undressing myself, and walkings 
backwards and forwards, covered only with my 
great coat, until my other cloaths were dried, 
I did not long suffer from cold, but my thirst 
Wl» almost insupportable* As I had my watch 
about me, though I could not see, I felt the 
hours with my fingers, and therefore knew per- 
^ fectly 
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fiectljr well the time* During the fir^t twent^r 
four hours^ I was easy enough in my mind, m 
jay own account^ my whole anxiety h^tiqg oa 
the rack for that nobl^-^minded femple^ whf 
had so generously exposed herself foj: $, 
stranger; but after forty-eight hours ba4 
passed away^ my thirst became intoler^blej 
particularly aft^r I had eaten th^ pro^i&ionfi 
left in the closet. I could neither sleep^ walk,* 
nor think. It required all my philosophy an4 
confidence in the bounty of t)ie Almighty,. tQ 
endure any Ipnger a life rendered so miserable* 
But as very little probability existed that l 
should escape the present distress, I fixed qx| 
the evening of the next day as the period of. 
finishing my wretchedness with my pistol% 
should not Providence previously relieve mC). 
My imprisonment during the reign of Robes^ 
pierre had made me acquainted with .the effects 
«f hunger. I can, therefore, from a sad an4 
cruel experience declare^ that it is a thousand 

* £very body who has been at P^ris» knows that th^ 
houses there are of stone^ five, six, and seven stories high, 
and each story occupied generally by a different family. 
The floors are also of stonci laid -over with Mcks ot 
jplanksi , painted/ 

times 
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thnes worse to perish from thirst than of want 
of food. 

' About noon on the fourth day, when slum- 
bei^ing, or rather fainting through excessive 
weakness, the door was opened^ and I found 
. myself suddenly embraced, and my face inun- 
dated with a flood of tears flowihg^ down the 
cheeks of my benefactress, who exclaimed, 
''Thank God, my poor friend, you are still 
alive ! now you are safe ! What restless nights 
and unhappy days have I not endured on 
your account?'* As soon as I had recollected 
myself, I asked her how it was possible that 
she could so much interest herself for a per- 
*«on who was an utter stranger to her ? *' It is 
true," answered she, '^ that I do not know you, 
but it is also tnle that I know those who have 
proscribed you are the most sanguinary of 
"villains; but let us converse on this subject 
another time. I have brought some broth to 
restore your health, and some clean linen .to 
make you rhore comfortable.* This night you 
shall occupy my bed, and I will sleep on a 
mattrass in the closet, where to-morrow I in- 
. tend, with your assistance, to place the sofij. 
Do not be afraid if you hear any knocks at the 

door. 
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door. I expect some customers^ but I shall re* 
quest my neighbour to inform them that I 
want this night to be alone." , 

From the conversation of the gens-d'arme$ 
and commissary of police, as well as from the 
situation of her dwelling, I supposed that my 
hostess was one of the many unfortunate wo- 
men, disgracing the police of all capital cities, 
and so dangerous to the morals and health of 
youth. ' In this I was confirmed by her own 
Inouth the next morning. '^ I am," said she, 
*^ but an outcast of society, an abandoned 
prostitute, become so from necessity, not by 
choice* My father, who was a sergeant in the 
Swiss guard, being killed on the 10th of Au- 
gust 1792, left me destitute, together with my 
mother, who died through teiTor during the 
'massacre of the prisoners in the September 
following, when her brother was murdered, 
\ was then only fifteen, without any friends or 
relations in France, and Without any means of 
joining those I had in Switzerland. Jacques 
^Farb6, a young volunteer- from Dijon, paid his 
addresses to me and married me. With him 
I went to the army of the Rhine, where he was 
killed. When I demanded money of the re» 

presentatire 
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preientative of the people St. Just^ to carry me 
back to mj country^ he put me in requisitioa 
to accompany the battalion^ to which my late 
husband belonged^ and. to receive^ under pain 
0f deaths the embraces of those who desired it. 
This he ccdlcd a measure of safety to prevent 
desertion. In this manner I had passed six 
months^ when young Custine took a fancy to me^ 
and carried me with him to Pari§. I returned 
hither at the time when so many people were 
daily guillotined or outlawed* Custine be** 
haved very well to me. It was in consequence 
of his advice that I had made the contrivance 
of the closet^ aild by his liberality 1 furnished 
my room in the manner you see. But thou^ 
it was not ready in time to preserve Custine^ I 
have during the reign of terror concealed in it 
two citizens^ one of whom^ the Director La 
Beveilliere le Peaux^ is now a great man^ but 
he no longer thinks of poor me. I have for 
these four years been a common prostitute^ but 
I am esteemed and pitied by all my neighbour^j 
and even by the police. I cannot^ howeverj 
expect that any ojoe will marry, such a one a$ 
me ; and as I have not learjied to work^ and 
even if X had^ nobody would employ sne, I 

fear 
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fear that I shall die as misembly as I have lived. 
Were not all convents destroyed, I should long 
ago have sought an asylum there, and by a 
life of repentance shewn that I detested and 
Icnew the horrors of vice, even though I was 
vicious. As it is,«T'have no other consolation 
than to serve the unfortunate, whoever they 
are, to the utmost of my feeble ability. Half 
a dozen regular customers visit me, and when 
not reduced to absolute want, I make no new 
acquaintances.'' Such was nearly, in her own 
words,' the story she related. 

Upon my acquainting her with the low state 
of my finances, which for the present did not 
allow me to acknowledge her kindness in the 
tnannershe deserved and ^T desired, but that I 
hoped at another period she should have no 
reason to couple me with the ungrateful repub-» 
lican director La Reveilliere ; she interrupt* 
ed me with these words: My motive is known, 
to God alone; what causes your uneasiness 
gives me satisfaction. I shall have enough by 
what I gain from my friends, or by pledging 
my trinkets, to support you for many months. 
Were you rich, I should serve you with less 
• VOL. I. s pleasurfi 
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pleasure^ as you might mistake of judge wrong- 
ly the reason of my actions. 

Being the day after seized with a burning 
feverj which continued for near three weeks^ I 
was totally insensible of what occurred during 
seventeen or eighteen days. The costj pain, 
and trouble^ I then occasioned poor Maria, 
may easily be conceived^ as she alone attended 
liie at the expence of her purse and rest, and at 
the risk of her healthy and even her life had 
J becQ discovered^ though a corpse. When I 
recovered my speech and my reason^ I could 
well read in her ey^s the expressions of joy 
)ier mouth pronounced. But in proportion as 
reason returned^ my mind felt all the pangs 
that unavailing and impotent gratitude must 
give every sensible^ honesty and independent 
inan. I observed that she had not only strip>m 
pied herself of all her trinkets^ but even that 
part of her furniture had been disposed of. 
^er unexampled delicacy and generosity she 
had carried to such an extreme^ .as not to 
change the double louis I had in my pockety 
^i^ch less to sell or pledge my watch^ although 
she had purchased me sonie shirts, pi^id for thfi 
fkdyice of physicians^ and for all the m^i- 

cines 
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tin^s I atood in need of. Tbits behaviour w&i 
the more praise- worthy; as she at the same 
^me^ for fear of exciting suspicion, sent away 
nil her visitors^ under pretext of being herself 
infected with an infamous disease. Such traits 
^f humanity and self-denial are^ scarce in his- 
tory as well as in society. 

The way in which she ccHisulted the physi- 
t^ians concerning^ne was both ingenious and; 
tiresome. She wrote down regularly three 
times in twenty-feur hours the syijuptoms of 
my fever^ and on showing her annotations td 
the members of the faculty she said^ that they 
<!oncemed a brother who resided two miles 
from Paris. 

The first thing I did during my cohvales- 
«ence was to write to my former^ landlady^ 
^md to get back the effects I had left with her. 
I next gave Maria a note to a banker, on whom 
I had no credit indeed, but with whom my 
parents had kept cash for upwards of thirty 
years, and who advised me in June 1792 to 
borrow on my property in France fifteen hun- 
dred thousand livres, or seventy-two thousand 
pounds, a sum he ojBPered to procure me at an 
interest of six per cent* Unfortunately I de- 

s 2 dined 
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ciiiied tbe proposal. Him I now requested to 
advance' me fifty louis d'ors on my watch, 
chain, and seals, worth double that sum. This 
Avaricious and dastardly brute, after threaten- 
ing my messenger to have her taken up, told 
her he would have nothing to do with an out-* 
lawed aristocrat, who merited his fate. Not 
to depress me with the recital of such a re- 
4^uke, she, not without difficulty, obtained the 
sum from a countryman of hers, who from a 
J)orter had become a mone^-lender, at the rate 
of two per cent, in the week. It was only after 
iny full recovery that she related the conduct 
of the banker, who in 1803 shrunk before me, 
and proved himself as mean as in 1797 he had 
been cruel and illiberal. He is now, and deserv-' 
edly^ a member oj- Buonaparte's legion of ho^ 
nouf. 

Through want of air and exercise, my con- 
valescence was long;' therefore, when after 
dark the 'eveniqgs were dry, I ventured out 
for half an hour, always accompanied and 
watchpd at a distance by my friend. In on6 
9f these walks I happeued to meet the Princ6 
of L., who, notwithstanding his disguise, I re-- 
collected and spoke to. Our surprise Wfts re* 

ciproCal, 
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€iprocal, and equally great at finding eacB 
other in Paris, under 'circtithstances similarly 
dreadful. Like me, he was not a French sub- 
ject, but a native of Belgium: like me, he had 
gone to France to claim his sequestered pro- 
perty; and like me, hjB had been proscribed 
.without any trial, or even an accusation. But^ 
less fortunate than- myself, he had fallen into 
the hands of infamous and merciless robbers, 
inrhom money alone prevented from becouiing 
his assassins. He. was obliged to pay to a 
cobler a louis d'or a night for sleeping on straw 
in his stall, and the same sum for occupying 
his garret duriag the day. f He paid in propor- 
tion for his victuals, and every thing else, an4 
was besides exposed to those vulgar familia- 
rities which render the sufferirigs of a person 
of elevated mind and rank so much the more 
galling, 

Maria's anxiety during my conversation with 
the prince de L. I could remark from her at- 
tempt lo hear what we said ; I therefore did 
not keep her long in suspence, but told her 
that another opportunity was offered her to 
practise her natural benevol^ce. Without 
<;^Iing her who my friend was^ I asked if she 

thought 
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thought she could with safety to herself har^ 
hour us both. Without hesitation she answer'* 
ed, '' most undoubtedly, and with all iny hearty 
onlj follow me, and fear nothing.'* 

It was indeed time for lay friend to find an- 
other and a better reAige ; his healthy always 
delicate, was now so impaired, that he had lost 
both appetite and rest. He Was besides co* 
yered with frith and devoured by vermin, ia 
the nasty hole where he had sheltered hin^self 
against the inclemency of the weather and the 
'vengeanoe of hi« persecutors. Four dayift after 
•his arrival at Maria's he was sc^ ill^ that he 
could not leave his bed, aad even made hfs 
will ; a curious monument of the Goi>fu6km 
and horror of our times. This will of tb^ 
presumptive heir to a Grerman principality, and 
to paternal estates producing near eighty thou- 
sand pounds a year, was written in a closet 
where charity had lodged him, and was wit- 
nessed by a fellow-outlaw, and a harlot, their 
henefactress.. 

Well prctvided with cash, one might at all 
the periods of the revolution engage the incor- 
rtiptible French republicans to d6 any action 
however vile or wicked. They would sell 

their 
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their country, betray their- friends, sacrifice 
consanguinity, and prostitute their wive& and 
daughters. 

The Swiss usurer with whom Maria had 
pledged my watch, hinted that he supposed 
from the seaU thpt it belonged to some proscribe 
ed aristocrat. He said tiiso that he was ac- 
quainted with a public functionary who could 
procure this ai'istocrat a pass to escape, if he 
'had one hundred louis d'or to dispose of. As 
my friend had credit for large sums^on Ham- 
burgh and Vienna, I mentioned this overture 
to him, and we agreed that I should hrst try 
the expedient, he bejBg still too unwell to un* 
dertake a journey. For-a hundred lonis paid 
down, I obtained a directorial pass, signed by 
Barras and Talleyrand, in which, under a fic- 
tions name, I was stated to be an agent of the 
government, sent to buy cattle in Switzerland 
for the French armies. But as a rogue has no 
principles to prevent him from becom^ing a 
traitor, we were all three apprehensive that this, 
pass was merely a snare to entrap me, or to 
extort more money from me. I however set 
out for my journey, which was not interrupted 
by any disagreeable impedin^nts^ except those 

fraternal 
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fraternal caresses to which, as a pretended di- 
rectorial agent, I was forced to submit fron^ 
the low rabble of municipalities, and of the 
departments where I exhibited my pass. 
,. When I arrived at Basle, I wiote to mj 
friend, who continued to suffer, but at the same 
•time was so charmed with Marki's unceasing 
care and kind atteiltions, that he charged me 
to have in his name an annuity of twelve hun- 
.dred livres, fifty pound, settled on her for life, 
and payable in Switzerland. In executing thip 
commission with the most lively pleasure, mj 
8ole regret wais that fortune yet deprived me 
of adding an equal sum. 

Six weeks afterwards my friend presented 
Maria to her relations in the Canton of So- 
leure, who, although they_heard his recom- 
mendation, and accepted of his liberality^ . 
used her so ill, and so often reproached her 
with the errors of her youth, that her tender 
Jieart, benevolent to all mankind, could not 
«ndure it. She fell into a decline^ and was 
persuaded by my friend tp go back to Paris^ 
and consult the. faculty. There I found her 
again in 1803 in the dress of a nun, having en- 
tered into the order of the Sisters of Charity* 

Those 
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Those respectable sisters, iii renouncing the 
world, make vows to pass the remainder of 
their days entirely in serving suflering huma-' 
nity, in hospitals, and in other abodes of mi^ 
sery. Theirs is the only religious order ex- 
isting in France. When I saw Maria the last 
time she was at Hotel Dieu, washing two 
corpses of persons nursed by her, but who had 
expired under her care. They were stranger* 
to her, but her tears nearly choaked her, and^ 
she could scarcely speak to me. The daily 
and almost hourly repetition of such scenes,, 
which she was^ obliged to witness, had not^ a» 
is frequently the case, hardened or altered her 
genuine feelings. She wept over them in the 
hospital as she six years before bad done over 
me in the closet, when uncertain whether I 
was dead or alive. Surrounded by the dead 
and by the dying, and in performing the most 
disgusting offices, her tenderness, her pity, her 
patience, and her resignation, is always the*' 
$ame. She seemed to say, " My God! I can' 
never endure -or do enough to expiate my 
feults." For an artist she would be the most 
perfect model of a penitent Magdalene. She 
IS above the middle size, of a beautifully cx-. 

s 4 pressive^ 
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pressive, but also soft, countenance, simple 
i^nd unaffected. She employs the annuity settled 
on her by my friend in alleviating the pains or 
>¥ants of those patients she nurses, in distribut- 
ing small sums among the friendless beings 
■who recover their health after being in the 
hospital, and to bury decently those whose 
death-bed she has attended.* 

When bidding her adieu, I said in com- 
plimenting her on her healthy looks, we 
shall meet again. " O, Sir," answered she^ 
'^ not in this world ; this colour on my cheeks, 
and this fire in my eyes, are consuming my 
blood. I do not hope ever to see you again; 
Injt the will of God be done. Excuse my last 
advice to you. Beware of France, the revolu- 
tion is not yet over, it will kill you/ 



f^ 



* Though the cxpences of Buonaparte's ridiculous im-* 
penal mantle would be sufficient to bury all persons dying 
in the hospitals of France for years, they are, according to 
his hnmane regulations, piore indecently treated thati 
dead horses iu Eugland. At ten o'clock at night a cait 
attends each hospital, ia which all those who have ex* 
pired within the preceding); thiriy-^four hours, are thrown 
promiscuously together without any covering. In one 
of the suburbs large pits are dug« into which they ara 
fluDg aadafterwarild covered with lime. 

ANNETTE 
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ANNETTE LA VIGNE, 

THE LYONESE ORPHAN. 



THE ruin of trade and manufactories or^ 
ganized^ and the rubbish of houses demolished 
at Lyons in 1793, by order of the present se- 
nator and minister of police Fouch6, and othep 
accomplices of Robespierre, are still to be seea 
and are still bewailed. Orphans still mourn 
the loss of those parents and relatives whom 
this grand officer of Buonaparte'^s legion of 
honour, and his tender associates sent to be 
guillotined, drowned, or shot. Time, however, 
the great reliever of all evils^ h^s now lessened 
the horror, though not erased the recollection 
ef these abominable deeds. In 1795 and 179^, 
when the memory was fresh, the wounds bleed- 
ing, and the strokes smarting, the sufferers 
avenged themselves on those culpable perpe-- 
trators, who happened to fall into their hands, 
becanse the lnws^ impotent or indifferent^ either 

could 
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could or would not punish them. A weak rea- 
son and dangerous precedents indeed, but if 
excuseable,. only so when villains in power 
screen from the cry for justice of injured inno- 
cence and beggared honesty tjie bravos they 
have employed, and the plunderers with whom 
they have shared the spq^K That epocha,. 
called in France the royalist reaction in the 
south, though little known or mentioned by 
foreign writers, is nevertheless a remarkable 
period of the revolution. It shewed to what 
extremes unbridled passions can carry a people^ 
by turns the victims and the executioners of 
crimes, but all profiting by the impunity which^ 
during civil troubles, anarchy often insures to 
audacity. 

In the latter part of June 1796 the writer of 
this narrative v/as at Lyons, and lodged at the 
Hotel dn Pare, near the Place of Terreaux* 
According to the custom of France, he dined 
and supped at the ordinary, where violent po- 
litical discussions often occurred, and the jaeo-' 
bins were universally execrated, and seldom if 
ever defended. One evening a stranger sat 
down to supper, who bad the imprudence and 
impudence both to extenuate aad to applaud 

the 
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the enormities committed during the reiga of 
terror by the jacobins at Lyons. He was of 
course not only abused and ill-treated by every 
body, but challenged to fight with pistols by a 
young lady dressed in man's cloaths. Instead 
of declining in a decent manner this summons 
to combat, he answered her in a most gro^s 
and vulgar language, and inspired hy such a 
conduct a general contempt. Inquiry was mad^ 
who he could be ;. to which he answered with 
boldness: ^^ I am a native of Corsica, the 
cousin of the great Buonaparte^ the conqueror 
of Italy. My name is Histria. «I assisted my 
cousin in dispatching the Toulonese royalistSj^ 
was imprisoned with him as a terrorist at Nice^ 
and was afterwards exiled by the Committee 
of Public Safety tq my native island. I am 
now called to the capital, being appointed an 
aide-de-camp to citizen Barras, the director." 
: The next morning I went out early to take 
.a walk along the bank of the river Soane^ 
when I observed the young lady in man's ap-^ 
parel advancing rapidly towards me with hex 
hand in her bosom. On her nearer approach 
J[ saw she had hold of either a pistol or a dag- 
ger, . Having heard of many daily and shocks 

ing 
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ing scenes, the consequence of revenge, I 
never went out without, pistols in my pocket 
to protect myself, if attacked by mistake or 
premeditation. I therefore prepared to defend 
myself, but after looking in my face she said : 
^^ I beg your pardon. Sir, for having caused 
you uneasiness. I esteem j^ou, and it was not 
you I am looking for. Have you seen th* 
cowardly Corsican, who behaved so brutally 
to me last night ? He intends to embark thi» 
morning in the boat of the Paris diligence, 
but I hope that he will not escape me. I am 
hatching for him." Perceiving that she waji 
much agitated, I tried to calm her by telling 
her that so much beauty and so many accom- 
plishments were above the attacks or insults of 
a low sans-culotte jacobin. " Sir,'' answered 
she, ^^ I might forgive him, but the jacobins 
have murdered my father, my mother, three 
brothers, and two sisters ; and bad I been 
here then, 1 too should have perished.*' In s^ 
saying she ran away tow'&rds a man at so&h^ 
distance, acco'mpahied by a por^r .carryit^ 
his luggage. I folloifed a^ fast as I colsld, but 
the Corsiean Histria lay already weltetiMg ia 
his Mood on the ground.' M she wifthdfett 

f he 
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nbe said to me: '' Sir, he has refused to fight 
fairly and honourably. Was he ever to be in 
authority he would certainly assassinate me. I 
have prevented it by inflicting on him seven 
ounds^ one for each relative I have lost by 
the atrocities of his accomplices." The wound- 
ed jacobin was first carried to the office of the 
Paris diligence, and afterwards to an hospital^ 
where his wounds dW not appear to be mortal; 
but a few days afterwards a person, calling 
himself an acquaintance^ was permitted to visit 
him, and shot him through the heart in the 
bed. 

Such was the detestation of the jacobins at 
Lyons, and such the anarchy ravaging France^ 
that this lady dined the very day as usual at 
the ordinary, though her rashness was no secret 
to any one. After dinner she asked me to go 
out with her, as she desired to converse with 
me. That I did it with reluctance did not 
escape her penetration. She therefore said 5 
^* You are perhaps fearful or ashamed to Walk 
in the company of an assassin; but if you will 
listen to me yon shall soon be convinced that 
this assassin is more to be pitied than re-* 
probatedj being one of the greatest and 

most 
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most wretched sufferei-B of tbe iafemal revo- 
lution/' 

We went over the bridge of Morant to walk 
on the Breteaux, on the banks of the Rhone. 
'^ In these trees," said she, " you still see the " 
marks of the grape-shots. Here my good and 
unfortunate father and brothers were shot to- 
gether, and these grape-shots were perhaps 
vomited, from tbe mouths of the same cannons 
that mutilated or dispatched them. Here, 
beneath this very turf on which we tread, 
repose their remain^ My no less unfortu- 
nate mother and sisters were put in requisi- 
tion to bury those they so much loved and 
deplored ; but within three days they in their 
turn were executed and buried in this same 
walk. Do you see. Sir, the ruins of a large 
house on the other side of the bridge of Mo- 
rant ? I was born on that spot, and those are 
the relics of my paternal dwelling. I left it 
five years ago, when only twelve years of age. 
It was then just whitewashed, new painted, 
and fresh decorated for a ball given by my 
tender mother to our relatives and friends on 
the eve of my departure for Fribourg in Swit- 
zerland^ whither I was sent to be educated.. 

At 
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At. this ball forty-four persons then danced^ 
all happy, independent and rich>,aad worthy 
to be so. Of those at my return ^ast month I 
found only two alive, one of whom is mad and 
the other, a beggar. I am myself .without a 
house, without a relative upon earth, and aU 
inost without a friend: my mind tormented by 
the remembrance of the past, suffering frotn 
every thing that I see at present, and deprived 
of all prospect of relief for the time to come^ 
I must renounce all ideas of happiness on this 
side of the grave. In vain do I even claiiT)i 
the restoration of my trifling property that h^f 
escaped the rapacity of the murderers of mj 
family. In vain do I call for the vengeance 
of the law on them. I have been ev^ry day • 
at the municipality, at the department, and . 
with the judges; I have written to ministers^ 
and presented petitions to government; and ( 
am not advanced farther than the first day I 
again set foot in my degraded and blood-stain-* 
ed country. In a few weeks I shall nq longer 
possess the means of subsistence. To a person 
who so young has already experienced so many 
atrocities, seen so many horrors, and endured 
$0 many uiijust an i barbarous outrages, it must. 
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be perfectly indifferent whether she dies on the 
scaffold as anassa^sin> or by hef own hands as 
a suicide. Did yon see the young man who 
last week always sat by my side at the table? 
He is my lover^ the son of a counsellor of 
the pari iament of Thonlonse. His^ parents and 
brother were beheaded at Paris, wMIe mine 
were butchered at Lyons. He is now just ar-» ' 
ri^d in the capital, for which, if they do not 
aiTest me here^ t intend to set 6at in. a day or 
two; and whek« I shall be glad to se4 j^n at 
his sister^s; in the street of Itlniversit^/' 

Upon my interruptioa and question .how she 
eonld confide ht me> to whose seiltrments' sfa6 
Was a stranger? she said: *' I have obserred 
• you with attention, ftnd am convinced that yort 
hate the revolution, which probably has in- 
flicted incurable wounds on you as well as oa 
myself, I say incurable, irreparable, because^ 
though the republican tyrants and usurpers in 
place may restore me a portion of my patri- 
mony, they cannot recal to life parents, bro- 
thers, sisters, relatives, and friends ; in a word, 
those without whom life is an intolerable bur- 
den and even a curse." , 

1 advised her (and she followed my advice) 

no 



ANNETTE LA VIGNE. *(» 

BO longer to reside at the Hotel du Pare. She 
slept at the house of an acquaintance until she 
6Ct out for Paris, where she arrived without in- 
terruption. Though one cannot but detesi 
ussassiimtion^ an assassin circumstanced like 
|>oor Annette la Vigne, in continual paroxysms 
of grief or rage^ can demand that extenuation^ 
that compassion^ which humanity never refuses 
to wretchedness^ and which extraoi'dinary and 
unusual misfortitnes may expert as a daty^ if 
tiot require as a right. Who would presume 
to cast -the first ftlone at that deserted and desti- 
tute orphan who, m the agony of grief, irfttoo- 
lates up^n tlie tomb' of «>acrificed relatives and 
friends thdir destrdyers or their guilty instru- 
mefits?- 

Thriee months afterwards when at Paris I 
met Annette and her lovel^at the theatre Fey* 
deau. They were in the pit, and I in the 
boxes of the first row. They noticed me be- 
fore I remarked them, and just when the cur- 
tain was drawing up they called to me by my. 
name aloud, excl^iiming: ^^ Well, the patriots 
under Jourdan have got a sound drubbing 
from the Archduke Charles." Their indiscre- 
tion obliged me to quit tlie play, and to avoid 

their 
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their compapy* By inquiries^ however, they 
discovered fny lodgings. I warned them against 
their imprudent behaviour, and they promised 
amendment. When, however, the fulminating 
letters of Napoleon Buonaparte, then block* 
ading Mantua, in which he insisted on the 
punishment of those who bad killed his cousio 
Histria^ were laid before the Directory, they 
ordered the minister of police Cochon to pro« 
secttte them with vigour. Annette and De 
Chataigne, who then was married to her, were 
therefore under the necessity of quitting Paris^ 
having no passports^ On the dOth of October 
they dined with me at the brothers Robert's^ 
restaurateurs, in the Palais Boyal ; the same 
night they left Paris for Languedoc, and I 
never saw them more. In a work, however, 
relating some of the atrocities of the French 
republican and revolutionary banditti, I find 
the following paragraph : * 

* See Le Voyageur Suisse^ pagie 34. In the same work 
are also found many of the particulars of this sketchy 
which were also mentioned in the news-papers of that 
period. A man accused of being a jacobin or a terrorist 
was, during 1795, 1796, and 1797, exposed to immediate 
destruction if known again at Lyons. « The uaUal maa«^ 
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' ^* Francis de Chataigne and Annette la Vigne 
tvere models of love and of ajfFection^ as well 
as examples of anheard-of calamities. Both 
had to deplore the loss of parents^ relatives^ 
friends^ and fortune : both married from inclir 
satioUj and desperation brought both to com-' 
mit rash acts^ and to make their exit by un- 
timely ends. A Corsican^ of the name of His« 
tria^ a cousin of General Buonaparte^ provoked 
in June 1796 Annette to aisiassinate him. De 
Chataigne was then in the capital. In Septem-^ 
ber 1797, after the new revolution in favour of 
the jacobins^ ^he was taken up and ordered to be 
tried by a military commission. De Chataigne^ 
iiowever, not only accused himself of the crimc/ 
but had bought over witnesses to afErm that he 
was the assassin. He was therefore condemn* 
ed and shot^ and Annette was released ; but no 
sooner did she hear what had happened to her 
husband^ than she presented herself before the 
military commission^ shot the president through 

ner of the people was to knock them down and throw 
them into the river. During a few weeks in the summer 
of 17969 1 witnessed half a dozen of these assassinations^ 
all perpetrated during the day, and hardly noticed by the 
aaa^ifUates or the publip, > 

the 
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the head with one pistol and blew out bet 6wn 
brains vfith. another. All Lyons said that the 
president deserved his fate^ because he^ with 
all Lyons^ knew that De Chataigne was inno* 
eent^ and sacrificed himself to save the life of 
a wife he adored." 

Annette laVi'gne was about five feet fiv^ 
inches in height^ with a beautiful shape and a 
liandflome face. Her large black sparkling 
eyes bespoke sensibility and announced ten* 
derness at the same time. I observed them 
more frequently suffused with tears than indi-> 
eating fierceness. Her iensations were quick^ 
and her actions sudden and often violent a» 
well as her language. Her love or esteem was 
as immoderate as her hatred. Her innocent 
«Qd unsuspicious character m^de her regard 
and trust every man she esteemed as a brother 
and every woman as a sister. She carried her 
gen^osity so far that to relieve the imitgKnary 
wants of others she augmented her own misery^ 
which was real. She was many days without 
a dinner^ while those on whom she bestowed 
her bounty rioted in debauchery and ridiculed 
their benefactress. She visited no person who 
did not dislike Uie revolution^ and those she aU 

ways 
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ways judged honest and honourable; on the 
contrary^ those who approved of only a single 
one of its acts^ were despised by her as fools or 
detested as criminals. 
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RErOLUTlONJRY FASHIONS. 



THE suspicioua activity of French revo- ^ 
lutionary rulers is almost incredible. Their vi \ 
gikint tyranny interferes in every thing; it.- 
extends its inquisition even to the fashions* 
Their impertinent^ pedantic, troublesome, and 
oppressive revolutionary mania has regulated 
end continues to regulate the dress and ac- 
coutrements, as vvell as actions and duties, of 
their victims, accomplices, or slaves. The 
wearing of a proscribed colour has brought 
many to an untim€;ly end'; and the neglect of 
^/rearing the motional one, has deprived the 
thoughtless or imprudent defaulter sometimes 
ef life, and idways of liberty. 

The first national colour was green. From 
the 12th of July 1789> in the evening, to the 
15th of the same month in the morning, green 
cockades were worn at Paris, and those who 
^id not show tipon their hats this emblem, of 
insurrection^ were insulted^ wounded, or killed. 

This 



revolutjonarV fashions. 4<» 

Tbis colour was selected in honour of the 
green livery of the then popular hero of the 
day, Mr. Necker; but Camille Desmouliaes 
having observed to the active citizens of the 
Palais Royal that green was also the colour of 
the livery of Count d'Artois, (who was tooloyoj 
and too wise not ' to detest the conspiracy as 
well as the cor^spirators) it was imucifediately 

. laid aside; and upon the mption oP^his apostle 
x)f French liberty, was supplanted by the pre- 
i^nt tri<coloured cockades. His reason for 
proposing blue, red, and white, he explained 
-to be, because the first, or bljae, was that of the 
imcient liveries of French kin 8:s; the second. 
H>r red, because the conquest or recovery of 
liberty would always cost blood ; and the third, x 
or white, because the nu)tiv<fa of the French 

' patriots and frierlds of liberty werepurcy and , 
would remain unpolluted* 

On the 19th of the same month, Louis XVI. 
was tj>liged to put on the first tri-coloured 
cockade, which at the towa-hall was delivered 
into his majesty's liands by the mayor of Paris, 
Bailly. It was not, however, considered as 
the national cockade until the Parisian patri- 
otic rabble had, on the 5lh axwl 6th of October 
VOL. I. T ITSft, 
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1739, murdered the king's life-guards at Ver- 
sailles^ for performing theii* duty^ by Continuing 
on their regimental hats the white military 
cockade^ formerly^ and during fourteen eea- 
luries^ the colour of the French armies and 
nation* 

About the same time^ several pa^nW/c ladies^ 
as Madame la Fayette^ Madame Genlis^ Ma* 
dame Necker^ her daughter Madame Staelj 
the^wives of the Lameths^ and of other mem* 
bers of the rebellious crew^ jexhibited them* 
selves in the galleries of the national assembly^ 
at the theatres;^ and in the walks^ with tri- 
coloured muslin dresses^ tod tri-coloured ri* 
bands in their bonnets. But notwithstanding 
these illustriotis examples^ this fashion, did not 
take^ except among those families that shared 
i 1 the plunder of the clergy^ or participated 
in the crimes of the demagogues. 

.Though it was dangerous to reside or to 
travel in France without this sign of approba-. 
tion of rebellion^ no positive laiv obliged any 
one to be dishonoured by it. Men without it 
were indeed exposed to insults^ but wpmen 
were not yet noticed. White gowns^ white 
^bonuets^ white ribands^ white cloaks^ white 

sboes^ 
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shoes, were during the three first years of the 
revolution the most prevailing and fashionable 
colours, as being supposed those, of loyalty. 

After the bloody scenes of the lOih of August 
179^1 Aiid the massacres of prisoners in the 
September following, not only the tri-coloured 
cockade, but every thing else indicating .love 
c^ licentiousness and anarchy, under the appeU 
lation of liberty and equality, was adopted 
from prudence and necessity by every one who 
wished "to escape proscriptiop and death, or 
preserve liberty and life. Sanseulottism then 
became the fashionable order of the day ; that 
is to say, every citizen who did not wish to be 
imprisoned^ as suspected, or murdered as an 
aristocrat, decorated his- head with a red cap, 
put on ragged or dirty pantaloons, with a short 
coarse jacket, called a'carmagnol dress. He 
was not to »have more than once a month, to 
wash only once a week, and to change hi^ lineq 
only once a fortnight. The more filthy and 
disgusting he was, the more evident was his 
patriotism. 

This stinking and disgusting fashion extend- 
ed even to those of the fair sex, who from fear 
or j>olicy desired to belong to the rcvolu- 

T C tionarjf 
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tionary haut ton. Many female citizens^ to 
prove their sansculottism^ and love of liberty 
and equality^ ivent so far as to add wooden 
shoes to then* other republicati ornaments, and^ 
to keep up external appearances, oftea covered 
Ivith rags their cambric chemises. 

Pofwdef was entirely proscribed in 1793, and 
wigs were common among citizens of both 
sexes. Those of black hair, called a la Brutus^ 
were the most worn until 1794, when, to please 
the sanguinary chiefs of- the reign of terror, 
and to evince their patriotic ardour^ women 
had wigs made of red silk or cotton, or of hair 
dyed red, in imitation of the red caps* When 
the pretended assassins of Robespierre were 
executed in red frocks, red handkerchief and 
red shawls were also the tributes which beauty 
and fashion paid to the fear of this monster. 

Wigs of fair or light hair, called a la Titus, 
banished, after the death of Robespierre, those 
of cottleur de sang, as well as those of a la 
Bnitus, The naked fashion also then began 
to rtiake large strides towards popularity. It 
was fti'st invented after the execution of Ma- 
dame Elizabeth, the king's sister, in April 
1794, to prevent the executioner from tearing 

off 
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off (as be had done- with the virtaous- princes^) 
the handkerchiefs^ or cutting down the gownt 
of those unfortunate Indies condemned by the 
revolutionary tribunal t^ perish in a mass. 

In 1795 the fashions W Mmcadin and of 
Incroi/abhi were in open war with^^at of the 
Tliermidorians. The two former were accused 
of being the descendants of the aristocrats and 
royalists of 1769> andtbe latter the progeny 
of the patriots of the same year. These rival 
fashions caused some bloody and many comic 
scenes^ and furnished subjects for farces at tlie 
theatre of the Vaudevilles, and for caricature* 
in the Palais Royal and on the Boulevards. Ta 
the former belonged those accoutred with coats- 
broad behind and black collars, with cifdenettenfi 
or their hair dressed, and with roand hats,, on 
which a large black riband almost concealed 
a small national cockade. The latter assamed 
half a sansculotte dress; a coat buttoned so' as 
to conceal both the waistcoat and shirt, biacic 
cravats, and a large cocked hat, covered with 
wax cloth, ahd decorated with a large national- 
cockade of wool or cloth. 
According to the good humour of the go-', 

vernment. 



414 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

Ternment^ these fashiims were persecuted or 
left undisturbed; and wigs a la Titus, a la Ca^ 
racalla, or a la Brutus, were seen by turn^; 
the former when the jacobins were supposed 
in disgrace^ and the latter when the royalists 
were arrested or shot. The revolution of the 
18th of Fructidor^ produced by the plots of 
Barras and Buonaparte^ left the jacobins mas- 
ters of the fashionable^ as well as of the poll* 
tical field of battle. 

Nine months before, or ia the beginmng of 
nd7> gowns embroidered with JUt^rs de b/s^ 
waistcoats and cravats with the same emhroir 
dery, became very popular. White plumbs 
and white fans> called souvenirs, on which was 
painted a transparent urn, representing the 
portraits of Louis XVI, his queen, sister^ and 
Stpn, with another white fan, called a^Pesperance, 
which by a certain turning shewed the por- 
trait of Louis XV IlL in royal robes, with 
i^pangles forming a^vive le rot ! 

During 17dS and 1799^ when the jacobins 
w^ere in power, carmagaols and red caps again 
belonged to the livery of a staunch republican, 
and some emblem or other of liberty was worn 

"by 
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by ladies as an evidence of therr republicanism 
and as « preservative against French patriotic 
intolerance. 

Death was during the time of Robespierre 
tlie punishment for all persons of both sexes, 
who should appear without a national cockade. 
This was afterwards modified to imprisonment 
and fines, whiclMvere in 1799 strictly executed, 
eren with regard to foreigners. When the 
sansculotte Buonaparte had usurped the throne 
of the Bourbons, sansculottism was entirely ba* 
-Dished^ and the national cockade by degrees 
neglected. Embroidery, laces, jewels, fea- 
thers, and those expensive dresses not seen 
since the beginning of the reign of Louis XVJL 
were again introduced. 

Under pretence of patriotism, " but front 
hatred to England, Buonaparte intended to 
make silk dresses exclude those of British ma- 
nufacture; but the impartial or the discontented^ 
as well as the independent or factious, prefened 
what was economical and conveiiient to what 
was expensive and troublesome. Excepting 
his courtiers, placemen, flatterers, and their 
ladies, all the other slftves of the upstart still 

acknow- 
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acknowledged themselves sabjects of the £ng- 
lUh empire of fashion. 

Several other fashion^> as those a la regret, 
a la repentiry a la Henry IV. a laCkarettc, a la 
d'Enghien, &c. have shown themselves merely 
to excite the persecution of government and to 
disappear. 

Many persona during the revolution have 
lost their lives fof being refractory in the hb^ 
shionable world. On Saturday, September £, 
17d7> the writer of thi» saw a young man with 
a black collar to his coat stopped in tlue court 
of the Palais Royal by a jacobin, who asked 
him^ '* For whom are you mourning ?" '* For 
you/' answered the young man^ shooting him 
through the head. This, happened at ono 
q'cldck; in the afternoon^ opposite a watch* 
house, but no notice was taken of it. Two days 
afterwards the jacobins effected a new revolu- 
tion, and shot or transported every one whose 
c^at had a black collar. 

A young girl atLyons, of an interesting figure, 
was brought before the revolutionary tribunal, i« 
1794, for refusing to wear the national cockade, 
lliey demanded her reasons. '* It is not the 

cockaf]e 
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cockade I hate," she answered, '^ but yoti that 
wear it, and it appears to become the signal of 
crimes; as such it shall never be placed on my 
forehead." A jftiJpr standing^behitid this cou- 
rageous girl, fastened the cockade to her bon- 
net. She coldly took -it oflF, -and throwing it 
on the bench of the tri{)unal said, '' I return 
it you." She went out, but it was to dcathJ^ 

* See Interesting A'needotes of the Heroic Conduct of 
Women during the Revolution, printed for Symonds, 
Paternoster-Row, London, 1 BO:?, page 154. 

The whole of this narrative the author has 'written 
from memory, having lost 'his notes. Though he had 
the misfortune to witness most of the shocking occur- 
rences, ahd always paid UtteAti»n<tD what evinced th^ 
spir.It o/ jthe ti^jes^ son^e errors,, may have crept in, o» 
some omissioii^ occurred, for which he asks the induU 
gcnce of his readers. ♦ 
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Citoyent r«vo|t^,pretendusM>uTera]nt, 
Qvi voos iaiteft un jeu du maUkeur des humaxns, 
Qui pavant du carnage auz bras de la ttiolesse, 
Du meurtre et du plaifirgoutez en paiz VyvrtiMe, 
Mon nom deviendra cher aux Mtdt avenir^ 
Pour aveir tealement tent6 de vous funir. 

THAT one nation ^kould arrogate to itself 
the right of overturning the laws of another^ 
and of forcing it to receiye ne^ institutions ; 
that a victorious empire^ abt^ing its power and 
its- success^ should turn its arms against happj^ 
feeble^ and peaceable neighbours ; that the de<* 
praved leaders of that empire should secure the 
triumph of so infamous a tyranny by means 
still more infamous ; are scandals from whicii> 
though rare^ the sad imuals of the human rac^ 
are not totally exempt ; but that the original 
notions of justice^ of liberty^ and of natural 

Tight, 
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right, should have been subverted by men who 
so impudeatly pretend to set themselves up as 
their restorers ; that they should go with the 
cadaeeus and olive-brs^ncb in their hands to 
assassinate unsuspecting and deluded nations 
in amity; that French oppressors, glutted with 
blood and plunder, should preach the rights of 
man to tiie shepherds of Schweitz ; the code of 
nature^ to the mouiftaineers of the A1p6, and 
public morals to tribes whom even the very 
virtues of Parisian emperors, senators, legis- 
lators, &c, would turn pale with horror ; that 
the lies of hypoerisy should be succeeded by 
savage atrocity ; > aud that, with the smile-of 
friendship, they should stab their victims, with 
tli^ calami ties'O^f war, the abuses of con quest, and 
the abominations of despotism ; are novelties* 
so monstrous, that ages to come will wonder at 
the- depraved character and barbarous prin- 
ciples of the French goverjiment. 
. It would be polluting the public eye to re*- 
ei*e all the horrid outrages which marked the 
pjith of the French .republicans in Switzerland; 
But threatened' as thisxjountry is with an inva-' 
^ti by these outcasts of humanity, the pub- 
licatioa of some traits of their proceedings may 

not 
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aot be thoughjt uninteresting or uselessr The 
wife of an innkeeper at the Village of Lohnc 
was, in February 1798, nearly crucified l>y » 
part}* of French soldiers, and expired under 
their brutality. Two young ladies of a patri* 
qian fomily of Fribourg were overtaken, in 
travelling to visit a relative,- by twenty-five 
Frei^ hussars, who, after committing the 
most indecent outrages upon them, killed 
them. They were found dead on the highway. 
Hundreds of women were abandpned to such 
infamoUiS treatment, and their lifeless bodies 
were thrown unburied into the woods. At Sick- 
t}i€tl> a company of grenadiers entered the house 
of the minister, whom they tied to the post of the 
very bed upon which they violated, under his 
eyes, his wife and three daughters, the youngest- 
only nine years of age^ who all four after some 
few hours insensibility became corpses^ and 
made him the most unfortunate of husbands and 
fathers during the two, days he survived them. 
In the smaller cantons, one of these French 
inonsters, not being able to overcome the re- 
sistance of a woman big with child, plunged 
bis sabre into her heart. The relations of this 

poor young victim,^ having caught the alarm 

at 
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at her criesj, and cut the wrists of her ravisher, 
their merited vengeance ^vas proclaimed by 
General Brune as an inexpiable' crime. He 
excited .the fury of his soldier^^ who after ra* 
vishiog every female^ and murdering all the 
Bieo^ threw. them all together^ the living* With 
the dead » in the flames of their burning dwell- 
ings.* 

A competition of rapine was established, be^ 
tween the French civil and military agents and 
their satellites. From the plundered canton of 
Soleure, the French troops sfU'ead themselveg 
over the country of the canton of Berne. Above* 
thirty villages^ in the space of several leagues, 
were given up to pillage; country houses/ 
town houses, farms, cottages, stript from top- 
tp bottom ; and what iiirniture could not be 
carried otf, broken to pieces. The mansion^ of 
J^gistorf, inhabited by an old lady of sixty, ^ 
having been pillaged by some hussars, they 
left her her library, linen, and pictures; but 
with those the officers who came up afterw^s 
loaded theijr waggons. 
. Al Berne,in virtue of the' respect promised > 

• See Bulletin Helvetique, for 1798; Possett's Neueste Welt 
Kande for 1798; Helvetischer Revolutiuns Almanack, for' 
1799{ andHamburgbPolitUcbes Journal; £br 1798, part I. 

by 
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by General Brune to persons and property, all 
who were found in the streets by the enemy" 
on their entering; were stripped : money, 
watcbes> jewels, and even handkercbiefs^ and 
hats, composed this first booty. The cellars- 
broken open, Yictiials seized, and tbefis c(Hn*' 
mitted in most houses, were but ah earnest.' 
Jn the night between the 5tli and 6th of March 
1798, the French banditti fell on the adjacent 
country, and three hundred houses were broken' 
open and plundered. The low town of Fri- 
bourg, and the neighbouring places, met the 
same fate. 

. The atrocities of the generals who were wit- 
nesses to the pillage committed^ exceeded 
those of their soldiers, and therefore they 
neither chastised nor restrained them. Genera] 
Brune, indeed, established -a market for pro*^ 
tection. - He opened a tariflF where the ifmpurity 
of the theft was atoned for by suffering the in-^- 
l^Bkbitants to ransom their property, and the 
general himself thereby defrauded his brothers ' 
in arms. The remission in ransackiiig the< 
country, was owing entirely to the despair of 
the inhabitants, and the number of ruffians ex« 
terminated by them. 

But General Brune very soon caused these 

firs^ 
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fif^t ravages to be but little tbought of. Re« 
peat)ng Buonaparte's scenes at Milan^ Mo« 
dena^ and Bologna^ he without acknowledge 
xaeats^ inventories, or ininutes^ seized at Berne 
Uie state treasure, and swallowed up all the. 
public banks, and also the private ones of the 
patrician families. He made away with the 
magaEines, public fnnds, and the arsenal. Im- 
mense collections of corn, wine, and ammu- 
nition, three hundred pieces' of artillery, an 
armoury for forty thousand men, the cannon- 
foundry, and the- commonest utensils vanished 
under the hands of that robber. Fribourg and 
Sol^re witnessed a repetition of the same 
conduct. 

But in turning from this bloody feculence of 
French republicans, it is some consolation for 
the loyal and good, to take a retrospecjt of 
actions, which in characterizing do honour to 
the last sighs of Helvetic liberty. In February 
1798,. in the environs of Berne, eight hundred' 
women took up arms at the laudsthurniy and ; 
gained the last battU^s. At Frauenbrun, two 
hundred and sixty women and girls received 
the enemy with scythes, pitchforks, and pick- 
axes, of whom one hundred and eighty were 

killed. 
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killed. The same scene was presented at 
Neweneg) at Laupen^ and at Lengnau. In the 
battalion of Oberland^ which defended the last 
place, there was a man serving with three sons 
and seven grandsons, all of whom lost their 
Kves.' 

' One glorious effort of magnanimity sur- 
passed even the memorable sacrifice of the; 
Spartans at Thermopylae. Eight hundred 
Swiss youths devoted themselves to death. 
Overpowered by numbers, they refused cjuarter. 
Seven, who escaped the first carnage, disdained 
to live slaves, and rushing into the ranks of 
their enemy, perished .under the ruin of their 
country. In the :^me battle, disarmed women 
threw themselves on the cannon of the French, 
and clung to the wheels to prevent them from 
advancing, and suffered themselves to be cut 
to jMeces sooner than let go their hbld. 

In the lower district of the canton of Under- 
Walden, about fifteen hundred Swiss took up 
Qjtms, and without the smallest hope of foreign 
assistance, prepared to resist the whole force 
of th^ French, and to die rather than surrender 
their freedom. Having entrenched themselves 
on the bordeis of the lake, and at the entrance 
. ■ * of 
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of tlie valley of Stantz^ with their women and 
children, they firmly awaited the attack. The 
French advanced to the assault in separate 
columns, some crossing the lake in armed ves-^ 
rfels, and, others marching over the mountains. 
On the 9th of September, 3793, the invaders' 
were repulsed in different onsets, and two ves- 
sels being sunk with five hundred men, the 
French were mtimidated and refused to pro- 
ceed, until a party, encouraged by the pro- 
mises and urged by. the threats of their 
general, disembarked and forced the entrench- 
ments. At the sanji« time, two other columns 
landed at different points, and the corps, rush^ 
ing from the mountains, fell upon their rear* 
The small but heroic band, confined in a nar- 
row defile, and surrounded by a force ten 
times their number, sustained the assault with 
unparalleled courage. " Then began,'* says 
an eye-witness of this desperate conflict, ^ the 
battle and the carnage. Our rustic heroes 
fire on every side, fight foot to foot, .i*ush 
among the enemy's ranks, slay and are slain. 
These strong mountaineers were seen pressing 
French officers to death in their nervous 
arms. Old men, woijien, and children, roused 

by 



4/SS THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. 

by the noble example^ and catching the en- 
thusiasm of their sons^ husbands, and fathers^ 
appeared throwing themselves into the midst 
of the French battalions^ arming themselves 
with clobs^ pikes, pieces of _muakets, nay, the 
very flimbs of the human body, strewing the 
ground with carcases, and falling with the 
satisfaction of having fought to maintain their 
native land free from a foreign yoke*" The 
French, exasperated by this incredible resist- 
ance,lput to the sword not only their opponents 
on the field of battle, but involved all whom 
they met in indiscriminate slaughter;* and the 
valley, from one end to the other, became a 
prey to pillage, flames, and carnage* ^ Two 
hundred natives of the canton of SehweitZj 
hearing the- cannonade, were ashamed of hav- 
ing deserted their brethren, and hastily arming 
themselves, forced the post which the Frencll 
had established at Brunnen, and towards the 
end of the 'dt^y approaching Stantz, saw the 
conflagration which plainly told them &e iktal 
^vent of th^ action. They devoted themselves 
to revenge the fate of their countrymen, and> 
after exterminating above six hundred of their 
enemies^i fell oa the field of battle. '^ Many 

of 



MARTHA GLAR- 49^ 

of those brave people/' said the French officer 
who delivered the Swiss standairds to the 
directory, '^ without any arms but scythes, 
and clubs, placing themselves at the mouths 
of the cannon^ were mowed down with grape- 
shot, and rejected the quarter which was offered 
them from humanity/* 

The Senator Effinguer, a man seventy years 
old, joined the army on the 4th of March 1796# 
in the evening, with his. sword in his hand> and 
pistols in his girdle; he engaged at the head 
of a company of grenadiers, was wounded^ 
taken prisoner, and died in a fortoight after 
at Soleure, in the military hospital, where 
Brutie had been base enough to shut him up. 
among soldiers dead or: dying. Another sena* 
tor, Mr. Herbert, rather than survive the isAl. 
of the. state, . died by a baU from his .own 
pistoK 

> A young peasant of Avenejie, about tweiity 
years old, was threatened by the French with 
death if he ^ did not take up arma against the 
state. He boldly refused, adding that it' war 
Buonaparte, in passing through Switzerland in 
1797, who had caused all the misfortunes of 
the country. On this^ he was led to punish* 
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mei^t^ aad suffered himself to be shot without 
asking for life. A similar instance happened 
after one of the battles foaght in the smaller 
oantons, in the month of- May, 17i>B. The 
apostles of French liberty^ l^i'ging ^ Swiss 
prisoner to accept the new constitution^ if he 
wished to save his life, ' he shrugged his 
shoulders, on which the murderers presented 
their &relocks at him: '' Fik& !'' said he, and 
was shot. At the same period twenty peasants,, 
armed only with clubs, had barricadoed d:iem* 
selves at a farm ; they Were sopimoxied to sur* 
render^ but fefused. The French incendiaries, 
set fire to the house, and burnt these intrepid, 
heroes. 

• So odions and vile is Fr^ich fraternity and. 
liberty, that the very convicts would have 
DOtbing to do with it. . The iosurgeatB. of- 
Vaudois, having in January 1798, set at liberty 
and hondured with their fraternal hugs ten 
malefactors, employed in the public works. at 
Yverdun, they refused to be indebted to rebels 
for such a blessing : their irons being taken off, 
they went and surrendered themselves at Berne. 
On the 3d of the following March, General 
Brune caused it to be declared to the council 

of 
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of Beine,/' that being iafornflied on good au* 
thority, that the greater part of the persons of 
both sexes confined id the prisons as criminals, 
were detained there only on account of their 
4ittachment to France, he required that they 
should be released ; in default of which, the 
magistrates should undergo the like treatment 
that those friends of liberty had teecived.'' 
The French general's letter was read to the 
convicts, to the number of two hundred, leav- 
ing it at their option either to go and join him, 
or return to t|;ieir aid habitations, or as&ist in 
defending the state. They one and all ac- 
eept^d the last, and most of them w-ere killed 
at Frauenbrun. 

. In no country have they more justly appre- 
<fiated the revolutionary and philosophic^il cant 
of French regicide marauders, than in the Hel- 
vetian republic ; and no where have they suffer-; 
ed more from the cruel effects of the encroach-^ 
ments, degeneracy,** depravity, and treachery,, 
of rievolutionary French rulers. It has already 
been seen, that the inveteracy of the Swiss 
against their foreign tyrants, extended to per- 
sons of all ages, of every, class, and of botlv 
s^xes« A truly patriotic zeal and emulation 

pervaded 
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pervaded every bosom : the sire of fourscor^^ 
and the youth under two lustres ; the grand-" 
mother above seventy, and the grand-daughter 
under ten, all united to combat for the liberty 
and independence of their common couotry. 
If one sex fought nobly, the other united au- 
dacity and temerity with valour and resigna* 
tion. 

Among the many Swiss heroines, whose 
names are still in the mouth of every friend 
of liberty and of honour in the Helvetian Alps, 
is that of Martha Glar, a daughter, grand'-' 
daughter, wife, sister, mother and grand-mother 
of shepherds ;-of those innocent citizens, whose 
retired and obscure liv^es, until they were 
visited by the curses of heaven and the off- 
springs of hell, French revolutionists, passed- 
in hard labour, but in honest independence; 
in performing those moral and social virtues^ 
which every where proclaim the religious faith 
of sincere christians. 

In those vallies, among those mountains, 
on the banks of those lakes, where generations' 
had glided away, undisturbed for ages, the 
rumour of R*ench threats, the report of Gallic 
perfidy^ and the relations of revolutionary fe- 
rocity. 



MARTHA GLAR. 431 

rocity, suddenly penetrated hi the latter part 
of 1707> and in the beginning of 1798, not to 
terrify trembling cowards, but to excite en* > 
thusiasm among a brave and loyal people ac- 
qaaiated with their own worth and with the 
justice of their cause, and therefore thinking 
themselves invincible. Alas! they were not 
aware that against dastardly assassins and arm- 
ed slaveis, backed by artificial support, by a 
-numerous artillery, experienced in tactics and 
adroit in manoeuvres, natural bravery and in* 
nate heroism often avail but little. 

Martha Glar, when in February 1798 her 
husband had marched with all other far/hers, 
peasants, and shepherds, against an approach- 
ing enemy, convoked and collected around 
her all her countrywomen and giris of the same 
parish with her. This meetiirg took place in 
the church-yard, on the last Sunday of Fe- 
buary, half an hour before divine service was 
to be performed. She addressed them thus : 

." Daughters of William Tell ! the time is 
now at hand when you may prove yourselves 
worthy descendants of that hero, of that fa- 
ther, of that deliverer of his country* 

''At 
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'' At the time that our country is in peace 
with all nations^ friends with all people^ re- 
specting the usages of ^very body, encroaching 
on the claims of none, those detestable French- 
men, with whose vicinity Providence has pu« 
nished us for our sinrs ; those scourges of man- 
kind, have dared to threaten us with the same 
fetters which degrade themselves, and hope to 
impose upon us the same shameful yoke, which, 
has made them degenerate, and jeduced them 
to a level with the most ferocious of beasts of 
prey. ..Our fathers, our husbaads, our brothers, 
our sons, and oua* friends are already advancing 
to oppose them. Suppose diey are defeated 
by superior numbers; suppose the God of 
Victory is as blind, as unjust, as indifferent as 
Fortune, the sole divinity of French infidels 
and blasphemers : will you stoop to receive the 
consolation from, and the embraces of their 
assassins? Will you suffer those criminals to 
chain you to their bondage ; to their enor^ 
mities? Will you serve as mistresses or as 
servants those monsters who in such an unpro- 
voked baibaroDs manner have made you 
widows, orphans, and mouVners ? The expres- 
sions 
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«ions of your countenances beam with patriotic 
«&d becoming indignation. Noj never ! rather 
^eath-*— a thousand deaths ! 

'^ My ctearest friends, if ^tbis is your sincere 
determination, we have nothing to do but to arm 
«ad to mwrch^ and immediately to join in the 
ranks, combat by the side, or perish in our 
country's caude by^the corpses of thoae so justly 
dear to us. . -. 

'^^ But some of you may perhaps think that 
those who have butchered our relatives and 
friends, our defenders, our protectors, and our 
£eUow-citizens, may perhaps h^ve some regiurd 
for out sex, and suffer us at least to moan and . 
to cry undisturbed and in peace. Can any one 
of you be so blind, so weak, or so ignorant, as 
to believe that< it is possible that slaves can 
confer freedom, and guilty wretches evince 
any just, generous, nay even human feelings i 

** Remember! I beseech you remember^ 
that wherever revolutionary Frenchmen have 
hitherto penetrated, crime has always accom-* 
panied them, infamy and oppression continued 
with them, and want, distress, and misery^ re« 
mamed behind them. 

'^ But suppose (what thei'e is not the most 
▼OL. u u distant 



4 J* THE FEMALE PLUTARCft. 

distant probability of happening) that they 
should behave better to hs than they have done 
to our German and Italian neighbours ; sup* 
pose that they do not pollute our temples^ 
plunder our property, violate our sisters, seduce 
»the chastity of our daughters, and pervert the 
morality of our sons; suppose they do not 
make us abandoned and profligate as well as 
ruined and wretched ; are we, we who are the 
descendants of freemen, to live and to see our 
country enchained and our posterity enslaved? 
are we to expose ourselves to be hunted by the 
bayonets of the invaders from the reeking rub- 
bish of our dwellings, from the tombs of our 
forefathers, from the altars of our God, to. the 
bed of the regicide who oppresses us, or of 
the plunderer who ruins us? are we to serve 
like beasts of burden to the projects of uni- 
versal overthrow of these great and ambitious 
criminals ? or are we to decorate as trophies 
the triumphal chariot or entry of a vile and 
corrupted tyrant ? I think that I feel the bones 
of our ancestors rattling with horror under me 
in their graves of this sacred place ! I imagine 
I hear them call to us loudly from their blessed 
abodes : ^ Daughters of freemen ! die, or be- 
queath 
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qtieath to your . children the happiness and 
liberty you inherited from your fathers/ Yes! 
yes! I believe I see the heavenly spirit of 
William Tell descend and inspire us to per- 
form valiantly what we owe to our country, to 
our families^ to our cause, and to ourselves.'* 
(/^ Let us arm, and let us march !" resounded 
from all parts.) *' I rejoice/' continued Mar- 
tha Glar,-'' in observing and hearing your 
noble determination and your liberal senti- 
mentSi Ages to come will record a patriotism 
on which I most sincerely compliment you. I 
cannot, however, present you eitWr with em- 
broidered standards, with decorated helmets> 
or with glittering arms ;. but in the day of battle 
do not lose sighj, of Martha Glar, her daugh? 
ters, and her grand-daughters; they will al- 
ways be found in the way of honour and glory ;. 
let them serve^you for a rallying point. Should 
victory not crown our efforts, we solemnly 
swear not to survive our defeat ; and this my 
address to you, dearest countrywomen, will 
then be our last and eternal adieu, in the firm 
conviction that we shall one day meet again 
to separate no more. The patriot's place in 
heaven is next to that of the saint, and the 

V 2 Creator 



436 THE FEMALE PLUTARCH. ' 

Creator of the universe smiles equally on 
both. 

^^ But ne! ]et us lay aside all gloomy idea?^ 
all doleful presentiment: let us have more con- 
fidence in an all-governing Providence. Let 
us now follow our worthy pastor^ whom I see 
advancing towards our churchy and with him 
implore the blessing of the Almighty on our 
undertakings^ oh our patriotic oath. To con- 
quer OR TO DIE, TO LIVE OR TO PERISH 
WITH THE FREEDOM AND INDEPENDEKCft 
OF OUI^ DEAR COUNTRY.** 

Martha Glar, after acliieving prodigies of 
valour at th« battle^of Frauenbrun on the 9d 
of March 179B, was, at the age of 64, slain, 
together with two daughters and three grand- 
daughters, of whom the youngest was scarcely 
ten years old, by the side of her father, husband, 
brother, and two sons, who were all likewise 
killed. Of the two hundred and sixty women 
whom her patriotism had roused, one hundred 
and eighty perished, and the remainder were car** 
ried wounded or mutilated from the fi,eld of battle. 
Their French murderers being still the tyrants of 
^ir country, no marble is yet consecrated ta 
their memory^ to record so much heroism ; but 

when 



